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? > Cannot Think of any chims; 
the Conſequences whereof are 
more no — A 

ſpirious ”/ eon 
n that is = — to Man / 
kind, than ſeriovs and hearey Endea- 
ours to educate Vouth according to 
he Maxim of Chriſtianity. nd 
ertainly the more univerſat theſe Bu- 
; et are, eſpecially hen they 
are the Roſuit of pious Iuclinationtʒ 
ind accompanied withi:an» huadble 
Dependance on the Conduct and AT 
iſtance of Heaven, the grenter will 
Te Benefir be that we may julthohope 
1 redound 9 to 8 
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an World, and particularly that a 
Stop may. be put, in ſome Meaſure, 
to the Current of that Deluge of A- 
theiſm and Irreligion, of Immorali- 
ty and Vice, that is like to carry all 
before it, and which we may, with- 
out Seruple, determine is owing to 
that Supine Negligence and wretched 
Indiſferency, with which this great 
Concern 1s almoſt every where ma- 
naged. *Tis true, there are other 
things that have contributed to the 
Degeneracy of Chriſtendom ; yet I may 
ſafely venture to ſay, that the Want 
of ' conſcientious Care in the Education 
of Youth, has been in a ſpecial man- 
ner the Source of it, and laid the 
Foundation for thoſe other Miſchiefs, 
which have diſgraced onr holy Reli- 
gion; and if we ' ſhould take our 
Meaſures of it from the Lives of its 
Profeſſors, we muſt confeſs it hath 
_ ſet Chriſtianity on the ſame Level 
with :Paganiſm and Turciſm. And 
therefore if I was Maſter of the moſt 
perſuaſive and moving Elaquence, had 1 
the Tongue of an Angel, and could de- 
liver my ſelf in ſuch winning Strains, 
as would infallibly gain the Conſent 
of thoſe whom 1 would addreſs, 1 
n marr 
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upon Chriſtian Education. 5 
would chuſe to employ my Faculty 
e, in nothing more willingly, than in 
A. preſſing and exherting all intruſted 
li- {with the Inſpection of Youth, to la- 
11] bour with all the Care imaginable and 
h- the moſt unwearied Diligence, to train 
to them up betiines in the ſolid Knows 
ed jedge and Practice of Chriſtian Piety. 
at F. II. But though l have no ſuch 
a- Faculty of Diſcourſe, whereby I might 
er hape to accompfiſn my Deſign; yet 
he I have ſome few things to offer, which, | 
ay in my Opinion, ought to go much 
nt farther with all rezſonable and think- 
on fling Perſons, than the Force of the 


n- {moſt florid Elequence; and: with - - 


he Which 1 am perſwaded all good Sauls 
fs, will immediately cloſe. 

li- S. III. And that the eig ht and Mor | 
ar ment of what | am to ſay may appear 
ts [with the greater Evidence, | earneſtly. 
th Hintreat you to conſider, with ſome. Se- 
rel Nriouſneſs, what thoſe Iatereſts are 
nd that vou incline to look on as moſt 
valuable and precious, that touch you 
moſt ſenſibly, that lie neareſt your 
Hearts, and whereof, before all o- 
hers, you, would wiſh the Proſperiry; 


nt und Advancement; and | undertake” 
1 evince, that nothing has a more 
Id 1 * 
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particular Sett or Party of Men, who 
would confine that facred De ſgnation 


and all others, as they are Parts of 
that great Body. Phis is the Jeruſa- 


and ſtill ought to be, the Beauty of al 


a wage i and a eee to "ous Heas| 


fat: Aheft n rd or can tend 
more effectually to promote and pro- 
ſper them, 2 5 the Tode Education 
5 Youth: Eiben ofa oh 


LS. iV. Is it Sg Churth "yy its Cun⸗ 


ert It cannot indeed be deny'd bur 


tze ſe ought to be very dear unto us; 


they are the Concerns of our bleſſed 
Redeemer ; and therefore we are obli- 5 
ged tolpreſer thom above our chief Foy: * 


But when 1 ſpeak of the Church,” i 


would not be underſtood to mean a 


only to thoſe of their own Way; 1 
mean the Chriſtian Church in general, 


{ 

( 

I 

] 
lem whereof we, who tare her Chi 
Aren, (a) ſhould always prefervea du- f 
riful and ſympathizing Remembrance, ? 
eſpecially now in her langaiſhing and 
clouded State, when ſhe iwho once tras, 
e 

t 

0 


Lands, and the Glory of "the "Whole 
Earth, is ſtript of her Ornaments, fall- * 
en from her Excellency, and becomeyy © 


TI then 
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then and Infſidels that are round a- 
bout her. It is, alas! too vifible, that 
the preſem State of 1the' Church af. 
Fords but a very melancholy Profpett, 


and furniſnes a aſt Occaſion to renem 


the mournful Strains of Jeremiah. Of 
all her plb aſant Things (b) that ſhe had 
in the Days of vid, the Heroick piety, 

Jerroils Devotion, the *' amiable 
Graces, and herut i ſul Unity, that were 
ſo conſpicuous in ber in the firſt 
Times ef the Goſpel, nothing ſcarce- 
iy now remains, but an ict ing Re- 
membranct. The Gold is become dim, 
(c) and the moſt fliie'Goltt changed ʒ the 
vital, and ſolid, and undiſguiſed Re- 
ligion, t the Wiſkons from above, that is 
pure and peaceable, and in the Eſteem. 
of Solomon, (d) more precious than Ru 
bies, which ſhone with: fo much Bright- 
neſs in the primitive Saints, hath loſt 
its Taſtre, and is degenerate into 
ſhadowy  Appearnnces and falſe Imitati- 
ans of Piety. The Stones of the Sam- 


A uary; they who by being initiated 
into the Chriſtian Religion, have been 
Na e ro. bes the Materie of 
91 ods 1623 4 4 
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this ſacred. Edifice, are poured. out in 
the Top of every Street; are by a diſ- 
mal Multiplicity of Schiſms and Divi- 
ſions, ſcatter'd and ſeparated from 
one another; ſo that the Spirit of 

Love, and its lovely Attendants, U- 
nity and Concord, once the Badge and 


Character of the Diſciples of the ho- 


ly 7Jeſfts,. are ſcarce any where diſ- 
cernable among Chriſtians. .. And 
where this divine Fire, I mean the 
Love of God and Man, which. is the 
very Life and Soul, as well as the Sum 
and Subſtance of vital Piety, waxes 
cold, and is extinguiſhed in the 
Hearts of Men; it is not poſſible but 


all ſorts of abominable Diſorders 


muſt of Neceſſity be the Conſequence 

& V. I am perſuaded, that as this 
is a true Repreſentation of the Church 
in her preſent State, ſo it cannot be 
but very afflicting and une aſie to all ſe- 


rious Hearts. Theſe to be ſure muſt 
weep when they remember the ſpiri- 


tua! Deſolations of Sion, and will 
bang their Harps: upon the Willows. But 
then it is to be obſerv'd, that thoſe 
good Souls, when well inform'd, are 
not ſo much concern'd for the ourward 
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Form and Dreſs into which the Church 
is moulded, as for its internal Beauty 
and Sound ne ſs, which conſiſts in this, 
That. the Divine Life exert its Pow- 
er and Efficacy. in the Hearts and: 
Lives of Chriſtians ; that the Evange-- 
lical Graces and Virtues, a living Faith, 
a fervent Love, an univerſal _Self-de- 
nial, a. generous Contempt of the 

World, the Imitation, of the Redeem- 

er, and all theſe other Ornaments, 
thoſe Fruits of the Spirit, which in 
the Sight of God ere of great- 
Price, be in- their Vigour, and du- 
ly exerciſed. As to the outward 
Form, they wiſh that ft were all over 
Primitive and. Apaſtolical, and are. 
heartily ſorry that the lirele,  Sefts. 
ſhould obtrude on the World their 

venerable Character, and plead for and 
recommend them, as if they were 


veceſſary and ofſential Things. They 


are ſo infioitely tender of the Uniy-. 
and Peace of the Church, and fo ve- 
ry ſenlible of the wofal Conſeqnences- 
of Schiſms, and. ſetting... vp Altar a- 
ga inſt Alt ar, that rather than con- 
tribute in the leaſt to rend the /. 


red Bond. of Peace, and let looſe. a 
OO 1k 4 nn 
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Spirit af Diviſion, they will meekty 
ſubmit to every Ordinance of Man, Ft 
the Lord's Sake, unleſs they be ſn 
as are palpably inconſiſtent with the 
grew and ind;/purable Truths and Du 
ties. Their humble and modeſt Piety 
diſpoſes them not to pick Quarrels 
with, or raiſe Conteſts about the 
: Conſtitutions. of their Superiout 8 ; but 
carefully to enquire 'how they m 
make à good. Uſe of them, and im 
prove them to their Spiritual Advan 
tage, They know very well, that a 
Won as the Spirit on Jmeere Piery ant 
rut Devotion revives in the Member 
of the Churchꝭ , Decency and good 'Or 
Aer in the ontward State will folton 
of courſe, and thin s will ,naturall 
Tun into the | Fa imit Ive Channel. Art 


"*therefore” jt about the former th; 
| 3 Zea is Principally eier 
Titey y are the internal Diſorders anc 
Ma adies they would have in the fir 
Plaxe 1 aretz pag. Purity And R. gh 
*reouſneſ's, foljd' V iride agd Eibl P. 
* oth 5 introduced. Theft are the thing 
"they ate ſure that God eſpecially. v: 
"ies. and wherein his Ringdow dot 
*cuntiſt, and without Which the e: 
x. he Form, how. ſperidus ſoever 
| + 
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ay eo be, is but of very ſmall 
Account. Wherefore I do not inte 
leaſt doubt, but if theſe good Souls 
underſtood well; what would moſt, 
faceefsfnlly tend to advance theſe 
great and important Things, to reſtore 
1d ec Piety, and to retrieve: the Pri- 
the be Spirit aud Practice, they would 
but heartily comply with it, and perem- 
ptoriiy nale on r it without 
Delay. 
1, VI. Now: 1 am hopeful; that 1 
| mali prove evidently, and to the Con- 
Jvigion of all that are candid and ſe- 
N Ny, that nothing can have a more 
© tappy Tendency to promote theſe ex- 


ul ent and noble Eads, than the Piows. - 


zul Education of Youth: Fhis is the 
An ereät Mean that muſt vigorouſty be 
thal Put in Beetcution, to the End that the 
* Fhurch may recover her Beauty, by 
and che Revival of Pyimitive Chriſtianity 
fir in her Members. And that the Truth 
Jof this may appear, let it be oonfiddn-- 
ed, that che Chyrch is then in a pro- 
perous Stute; When, « on the one Hand, 


* 
15 Ber Paſturs ate generally pious and de- 
Det, burning with a mighty Zia for 


God, and a ſncere Love to the Souls 
oh Menz; hen they Poſſeſs the _ 
an 
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and ſolid Knowledge of divine things, 


Concerning God, jeſvs Chriſt, and 


take the Paſtoral Charge: And on the P 


rather to be under the Conduct of 
thoſe who have Experience of divine 
things, than under their o w; willing 


gum ret Pee Ws e 
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and are practically acquainted: with 
thoſe Rules and Motives of holy Liv- 
ing, which they recommend to o- 
thers; when they are indefatigable in 
their Endeavours, to make their Peo- 


ple Diſciples, not to this, or that, or 


l 
the other great Name, but to Jeſus i * 
Chriſt ; to gain them, not to the Prin- 
ciples and Opinions of a Party, but to 
the great, and neceſſary, and indiſpen- il : 
ſable things of gur holy Religion; and : 
in fine, when their exemplary, | un- 
blamable, and heavenly Lives, ſpeak t 

e 
0 
x 
t 
; 


and preach, exhort and convince the 
World, that they are in Eaxneſt; that 


they realy. believe what they teach 


another World ; that they bind no 
-Burden on others, but what them- / 
ſelves are willing to bear; and that Mg 
it was not the Advantage of a Living, 
but that they might advance the Good Il » 
of Souls, that induced them to under- MW 


other, when the People are docile and 
tractable, of ſerious Diſpoſitious, chuſing 


to 


pe, 
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upon Chriſtian Education. 13 
to be reproved when they do amiſa, 


and, ready to mend without Delay.z 


have an humble Senſe of the Dark- 
neſs of their Underſtandings, and are 
well pleaſed to be ſet free from their 
Miſtabes; deſirous to improve. ſtill 
more and more in Goodneſs and Vire 


tue,! to grom in Grace and Knowledge, 


in Purity and Devotion, not content - 
ing themſelves with what they. have 
already attained, but generouſly aſpire 
ing after Chriſtian Perfection. | ſay, 
when Paſtors and People, ſhall have 
theſe, and other the like. noble and 

excellent Qualities, then will the Place 
of the Sanct nary be beautiful, and Je- 
ruſalem a Praiſe to the - whole Earth; 
then thoſe good Souls, that mn 

in Sion, thas plouſly bewail'd the De- 


ſelations of the Church, will have 


good Reaſon to put off their Sacks 
cloth, and gird themſelves with. Glad -· 
veſs ;, for they ſhall ſce Peace within 


her Walls, and Proſperity within her 


Palaces: Her Wilderneſs. ſhall become 
as Eden, and her. Deſert. A the Gare 
den of the. Lord. 71 
F. VII. But then if ever we have 
the Happineſs to behold a joyſul T. urn 
of Kin and to ſee the Church ia 
any _ + 
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any meaſure recover her "primithl 
Beauty and Puri; it will withoch 
doubt be in a ſpecial mannet oẽãag 
to Diligence and-Fidetity,' i promothh 
ing the pieus Education of Youth 


Me, as Vi gorous- and 'nnwearief Br 
deavours to ann the 'Youth,"4 


fo6h as may be, with Gödand Ten 
ſelves; to let them underſtand the im 
menſe Love and Good Will he he 
towards the ni z to excite their Pere] 
and to dire them towards the 5 

Objefts 3 and thereb e engage thet 


td place their Affections on Cod am: 
divine things; and ſo to nouriſb theilt 
m the Principles and Practices of Chrille 
fflan Piety, that they may grow v 
with them as they atlvarce in Year 
It is plain, that by theſe Means Rel 
Dien and its ſacred Exerciſes will be 
come habitual to them; the very El 
men, (if I may ſo ſpeak) in hic 
key Will breath and move; and WHic 
de o erwoven, as it Were 
with their Souls, that it will Hor 
eie for them ever after wärds t 
fake off that ſweet and plenſut Vox 
to which they have been fo Tons 1 


149 
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red. Now it will be no hard inat- 
er to determine how happy the Re- 
alt of theſe Pious Endeavours will 
be, with Reſpect to the Church : For 
thevery Body will be ſenſible, that chen 
IN Youth, who, as ſoon as his Capacity 
Ad id begin to appear, began atfo- to 
de inſtrufted in the Principles, and 
train'd up in the ſerious Practice ot 
Religion; who hath been taught the 
receflency and Worth ofthe Sout, and 
he Methods by which it moſt . be 
arrieck on to that 'bleſſed* End „for 
which it was deſn d; who poſſeſſes, 
not meerly a — Abt Nouwledge, but 
ofthe Reality and Subſtance of divine 
bet things; and who in his own Experi- 
-hrilence has felt the Power and Effcary ot 
ufdivine Truths, ſeen the Bey of the 
ear Ways of Wiſdom, and Vorne 155 
Re Pledfuri of walking in them: 

every Body muſt de Ribs; r 
when ſich a Yourh comes afterwards 
o be advanced*to the Paſtoral Charge, 
niche will be an eminent ant noble Ila. 

nent for promoting the Good of 
1 wages His Converlaclon will be ſhin- 

and fragrant ; becauſe à Hving 
dach an unnffected piety i is the Princi- 
Me: of all his Actions: His D 

whe- _ 


n 
* 
wa 
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whether publick or private, will, be 


ſavuaury, and attended with Force; for 
he /peaks what he feels. His Dili- 
gence indefatigable, having a deeg 
Senſe, both of the Preciouſneſs of the 
Souls of Men, and how difficult it 1s. 


to reſcue them out of the Entangle- 
ments of Sin and. Vice. His Prayers. 


fer vent and frequont, as Well knowing, 
that though he plant and water, yet tis 
God that gives the Encreaſe. But on 
the other Hand, when ſuch Perſons 
undertake: the ſacred Function, whoſe 


Minds have never been formed accord- 
ing to the Maxims of Chriſt ian Piety; 
who have nat been under any regular 
Diſcipline, but all along permitted ta. 


follow the Swinge of their vatural In- 
clinations, to P aſe and gratifie all 
the Appetites of Fleſh, and Blood, and 
Corruption, without Control; who 
have no Experience of divine things, 
nor any other Knowledge of the Truths 
of Religion, but what is ſpeculative 
and ſuperficial, dry and jej une; and are 
ſo void of Skill in the Conduct of Souls, 
that they. ſcarce know any thing of 
tteir Duty in that. Regard, unleſs it 
be to paich up a Diſcourſe, which by 
its fudied Periads and bigh-flown 
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Sallies, exceeding the Capacity of the 


[Vulgar, may. tichle the Ears of ſome 


nice Hearers, but not touch the Hearts 
of any: It is eaſie to ſee how fatal the 
Conſequences of ſuch Advancements 
may be to the Church and the Souls 
of Men; for it is plain, that they of 
this Temper are more likely to pro- 
pagate Irreligion. and Vice, than to 
advance the Intereſts. of, Piety and a 
holy Life. The Spirit and Maxz 
of the World, according to which 
they have been educated, will now 
begin to appear, and betray them 
into ſuch ſhameful Immoralities, as 
will expoſe their Character to Contempt 
and Scorn, baffle all their Exhortatt- 
ons, render every thing they ſay, in 
favour of Religion, not only ineffeftt ual 
but even ridiculous, make the leſs | 
thinking take u 5 with falſe Notions of 
Piety; concluding, that ſince the Pa- 
ſtor does nothing but talk and di- 
courſe of Religion, it will be enough 
for them to hear what he ſays; and 
in fine, they will give ground to 4- 
theiſtical and prophane Wits, to cry out 
of Prieſt: craſt, of Cheat and þ peſt ure: 
And indeed, if the Cauſes. of that 4. 
theiſm and Libertiniſm, which at pre- 
LC CERES» 
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Fac bond in | the Cheiſtian Woh 
were ſeriouſly inquired! into, 1 make m 
doubt but The ſad AMiſcarriag es of thi 
Ainiſters of Religion would de 'founi 
to be a pfincipal one. 
8. VIII. But yet farther- if we ha 
5 hippoſe that they who have been pj 
94 Educated,” and to whom th 
Criſtian Life is become habitual, . 
i continne in the rayk of Eich 
the cee will be no lefs con 
ſpicuons : for their exemplary Pietj 
and ſeriole Devotion; their Willing 
neſs to learn their Duty Jy and Reads 
en 


LA do it; their prudent Zeal fo 
Jod and: Religion; belt cbaritabli 
kuſtructions, and Aiſtreet Ad moniti 
ons, and other heavenly Graces and 
religious Practices, will render them 
Nuſtrious Ornaments to the Church, 1 
great Bleſſing! to the Nei bourhobd il 
which they? live, and fgular ConſWif 
forts and ,Encotragemtnts to the Pag 
Por, under who Care Providenalw 
hath Be them; whereas others, whe 

haye, een irre eligious' and 0 
7 from- 1 0 And Wo have 

= 7 ht op” If a -wretctiet Diſre arl 
of Ga and their Own: Sgöls, mn 
prove che — of this, duke h 
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are reclaimed. And indeed, tho' it 
de not impoſſible but they may be 
ſo, while they are in this State of 
Trial; yet it | is\not ſo ordinary for 
thoſe, "who, not wit hſtandin g the Ad- 
vantages of the Means of Grace and 
Salvation, which they have long en- 


thi jy'd, are confirmd in Wickedneſs,. 
to become the Votaries of a holy 
4 Liſe. 20,998, eee en ein 


on F. IX. Before I leave this Head, it 
vill not be improper to take notice, 
ine that it is the Aarfortune of ſome to- 
ar be educated under the Condutt of 
thoſe that are Diſciples to a Party. 
Now it is certain, that/ſuch-Perſong 
are wont to look on the Opinions, and 
Practices which are peculiar to their 
way, as the great things of Religion 3. 
or at leaſt, as neceſſary and indiſpenſa- 
ble Things: For otherwiſe, that is, 
if they conſiderꝰd them as not efſents+ 
to Religion, or as things; witfigur 
which Chriſtian Piety may fubſift, and 
eternal Life may be attained, it were 
unreaſonable to keep ſuch à elutter 
about them. Aud becauſe they lay 
fo great a Streſs on them, it comes ro; 
aſs,” and it is an Obſervation, Which 
the Experience of all that are "—— 
| an 
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and impartial will juſtifie, that this n 
ſort of People will be more ⁊calou t 
in aſſerciag / the Opinions, and more x 
preciſe and punct gal iu obſerving the It 


Practices that diſtinguiſh their Party; 
than in maintaining. the knows and 
fundamental Truths, and in obeying 
the great aad unque ſtionable Duties of 
the Chriſtian Religion. This being 
undeniably the Caſe, we need not 
doubt but theſe zealous Fotaries will 
take Care, that the Doctrines and Prin- 
ciples of their own way, be with Dili- 
2 inſtil'd into the Touth that ſhall. 

appen to fall under their Inſpection, 
will teach them to put the ſame Va- 
lue on theſe things that they do 
themſelves, and beget in them an 
early Diſlike and Averſion at thoſe that 
differ from them; as being either no 
Chriſtians at all, or but very bad ones. 
Aud theſe Documents will make the 
deeper Impreſſion upon them, ſtick the 
more cloſely, and even he received of 
them as oracular and infallible Max: 
ims, decauſe they are deliver'd to them 
with an Air of Seriouſneſs, and in 4 
it is evident, that when the Youth, 
leaven'd with theſe Infuſions, and 
os | _ highly 


4 


re 
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13 highly conceited of the Doctrines which 
their Teachers have, with a pecnliar 
re Eagerneſs, inculcated on them, come 
ne ¶ to appear in the World, either in the 
'Y; Quality of Paſtors, or as taicks, ; the 
ad ¶ main thing that they will ſpend their 
ug Zeal on, will be to advance, not ſo 
of much the great and neceſſary Truths 
ngWand Practices of Religion, as the 
CUEScheme and Principles of their own 


ily; to engage People not ſo 
much to be ſincere and bumble Chri- 


ſtians, as to become 'Proſeiytes to the 
Sect which they have been taught to 
conſider as the ſpecial Favourites of 
Heaven; whence it will come to paſs, 
Ithat a Spirit of Schiſin and Diviſion, of 
Diſtike and Enmity, of Jars and Diſ- 
ord, will be propageted among Chri- 
ſtians from Generation to Generati- 
on: For it is very obſervable, that 
not only the Doctrines and Opinions, 
but alſo the Spirit, the Temper and 
Diſpoſit ions, the politici Maxim and 
ontrivances of à Party, are derived 
down, and deſcend from the Parents 
o the Children, from the Teacher 
o the Diſciple, and animate and in- 


h,WWoence all that Willy a0 jnjudieonl 
10 ſpouſe it; and how miſchievous this 
| | | "II 


_ hath 


- 


\, 


meeds not be told; the diſmal: and 
wmielancholy Effet. that it hath produ- 
_ -ced, are, alas! but too viſeble and 


being themſelves well acquainted: with 


_ Juſt Nustons of it to all they have the 


neither Cirelmcifion way e 
- availehy any" thing 


Huth that is animated by Zove,” that 


renders us nab vittorious.: over: — 


us in the: Bnirartoũ of Our Rede 
and makes us generouſſy to 


"Be LEVY the * 9 N bY 
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Kath been to the Clrifiar: Clark 


common to eſcape the Obſervation 
of any: All good Souls, to be ſure; 
are deeply ſenſible of them, and be- 
wail them, and heartily wiſh, that the 
Toth: were ſo happy, as to be under 
the Care and Toſprfbion of thoſe, who 


'the'Genine, and Spirit, and Deſigns'of 
the Chriſtian Religion) would. - give Ine 


Charge of; and teach them, that be 
Ag e God is not Meat and Drink, 
but Rightrouſneſs, and 1 and "Fo 

in the Holy Ghoſt>, that in Jeſus Chief 


bat 4 new Cre 


4 drvinely'reformed Heart and Life:; à 


purifies our int Mam, derives a d 
vine Life- and! Foroe. into our Sons, 


ghoſtly Enemies, powerfully: «, 


re 5 Re 


ter Con to him in his Cros 
ane Bering and enviable NN : 
f 


+... 
- _— 
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n ſhort,. that Chriſtianity confiſts not 
in. b. Sperl and Lerrrt in out ward 
Obſervances and formalities, bur in 
iſe. and Power, in heavenly Difp ofiti- 
ons and devont Affections, in a ine 
Reckitude aud Purity of Soul, which 
is even Attended | with 4 peaceful Se- 
enity „ang bleged with” the Preſence. 
of tha 7 0 Shiri 7 Whg, delights te 
twell 7 Pallowed ind, and 15 
them with Foy s eee e and full of 
ory.;, and, that all other things are 
no oper we, yalyable, than as either 
they iſue from, or have fome happy 
1 inegy upon theſe mote excelent, ag 
ell. as mare neger and intifgen a- 
le things... O. how unſpeakable would” 
be the! Benefit, of Education thus ma- 
naged! Whar ingpmerable Adyan- 
Aar would t ereby redound to the 
huxch ang the Souls'of Men. FK . 
f, univerſal Charity and good 
of Sweetre/5 And, penfghiny of eg? 
1 5 "oo query be 
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ha ve been look d on as. important 
Things, and concerning which © 
much Duft hath been raiſed, would 

Joon loſe their Value. and Reputation, | 
and the Spirit of Controverſie happily 


37 E84 


expire and die. 

§. X. From all that hath been faid, 
it. evidenly appears, that it is to 
well or il managed Education, that the 
Church in a great Meaſure owes her 
Succeſſes or Diſappointments, either in 
her Paſtors or People ; and therefore 
we may juſtly expect, that all thoſe 
pious Souls, Who lament her preſent 


Diſorders and Corruptions, and will 
the Recovery of her primitive happy 


Eſtate, will do all they can to ad- 
vance a Concern, which tends. ſo di- 


rely 


to bring. about. that moſt 4. 


Falle Revolution. 
F. XI. Another thing, which with. 
out doubt you wiſh the Proſperity 
and Welfare of, is the State or Con- 
man: Wealth. And indeed it is no 
Wonder you ſhould do ſo; for it is 
on the good or bad Poſture of Affairs 


in it 


jat the temporal Happineſs or 


| Miſery of Mankind depends. There 
are a great many diſmal Exils and Ca- 
. that ſometimes abound in the 


Stat 


apon C hriſtian Education. 25 


tan Sire; which, if they were traced up 
1 so to their Original, would be found to 
ould ſpring from want of due Care and 


tion, ¶ proper Methods, in the Education of 
pily} Youth. You will ever and anon hear 
ſome crying out of Injaſtice; others 
aid, groaning under Oppreſſon 3 a third 
"the ſolſtaided by Thefrs and Robberies ; 
ber you will be informed of Murders and 
in] Perjuries, of Rebellions and Inſurre- 
fore ! ctions; you will obſerve that Tricks, 
207 and Cunning, and Covetouſneſs ; that 


10 
1 Deceit and Fraud are found in all 
vin forts of Trades, Employments and Oc- 
py cupat ions? ; And to what can theſe 
ad- and the like Diſorders, which ſhake 
| and diſturb the Peace and Quiet, and 
undermine the Pleaſure and Advan- 
- I fages of civil Society, be more proba- 
th. bly imputed than to this, that People 
ity have not been betimes inſtructed in 


the Principles of Religion, have not 
had their Minds formed according to 
the Precepts of Jeſus Chriſt, have not 


+ been taught the Duties they owe their 
re ion, nor trained up in the Practice of 
a. them from their younger Years ; have 


de not been acquainted with the Im- 


Bo portagee 
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portance and Neceſlity of performing 
the relative Obligations of Religion, 
nor with the Motives that enforce 
them; nor, in fine, have been direct. 
ed to deſire: earneſtly. that Grace 
which only can enable us to. fulfil 
them? And what Wonder is it, if 
they who never have learned an 
thing, but the Maxims of the World; 
who have always been under the 
Dictates of Fleſh and Blood, and na- 
tural Corruption; who have never 
ſeen any thing 1n their Parents and 
Overſeers, but Immorality and Vice, a 
Contempt of God and divine things, a 
ſtupid Unconcernedneſs for their Souls; 


and who perhaps have been taught to 


ridicule all that is Grave and Serious, 
Juſt and Sober, as mean and ſneaking 
Qualities? What Wonder is it, I ſay, 
if ſuch Perſons prove very diſhoneſt 
and unjuſt, -in any Trade, Occupation 
or Employment, they may happen to 
have the Management of? If they 
boggle not at the moſt criminal and 
miſchievous Actions, when their Luſts 
can be thereby gratified, and they 
may commit them with Impunity; 
and if when they fall into any stati- 
on, they manage it not for the 
37 ; f 
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of the Pablick, byt to ſexve the. Ends . 
of dei en and Wer els, 
their Pride and dg dhe theſe © At 
the Peſts of the State, the Plap nes. of 
Society . T ley of, the Peace 
of Mankind. {4 
. XII. Boe then on 19 5 r Band; 
2 virtuous and well ordert Education, 
bath an happy In fluence on the State in 
all its Parts and Concerns. *Tis: this 
that ſets pious and religions Princes. an 
the Throne that, fills. our Benchis with 
juſt and im mpartial Fus dges,; that. puts 
en of Candour and Inte 991 05 in every 
Station and Employment, ble ſſes every 
Kelation with Perſons Vell dende 
with the Duties o 7 and inclined.to 
perform them. in one Wo 


Magiſtrates to be Men of publick Spirits, 


nerous and noble Principles; that rea · 


dily Conceive, and vi e 
great and extenſive 9 | | 
jeits for. the common, G nd, Mar are 
zealous, for Ged, and h „en- 
courage Religion, aſſert iy e, f, Je- | 
nour and regard its Fotaries; that 5. 
viſ} and chaſtiſe Vice and Immoralities, 
1 0 give * a £0. (7s As 
ö Etter 
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tis this that on the one Hand makes 


acted not by mean and ſelfiſh, but ge- ; 


 vonrable Conftrution vpon the Aions 
of their Superiours, and ready 


: 
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p bertors of Irreligion and Pebavebs 


„but terrifie and diſcourage all 
ſorts of Evil-Doers; that will ena 
vitable and wholeſome Laws, and 
he care that they be impartially put 


in Execution; that reform, Abuſes and 
Corruptions, reſcue. the Oppreſſed, and 
do Jp*e eedy Juſtice to the Poor and Needy: 


And' on the other Hand, tis this that 


renders the People managable and ſub- 


anſſive, peaceable and obedient, not apt 
to mmi at every little Iiconveniens 
ty, but willing to put the moſt 7. 


aſſiſt and concur with them in . 5 


ever may tend to the Benefit of the 
Publick. © = 


F. XIII. Theſe are ſome of the 
bleſſed Aldvantages that reſulr from a 
pious Education, with reſpe& to the 
Common - wealth. They who have been 
bred up from their Infancy in the 
Fear and Love of God, and fo are be- 
come habitually good and virtuons, 
will adorn every Station and Profeſ- 
fron, recommend every Trade and Oc- 

cupation, and even render them pub- 


- Lick Ble ſſi 5 and great Benefits. Theſe 


are the aſt and moll 0 


opus Chr 


Supports, as well as greateſt Ornaments, 
and who, either by their Pfety pre- 


4 
* 


vent God's Jodgments, or by their 
Fanding in the Gap avert them when | 


they are deſerved and impendent ; the 
bleſſed God being wont, for their 
Sake, to ſpare an otherwiſe very ſin- 
ful Nation; and certainly the more 


numerous theſe excellent Perſons are, the 


more proſperous and, foursſhing is the 
state. Wherefore it is the Intereſt, 
as, well as Duty, of all, to endeavour, 
by all poſſible Means, to adyance a 


Concern that is attended with Con- 


ſequences ſo happy and advantage- 


Controverſie is one of thoſe Con- 
cerns that you moſt dearly prize and 
value; this employs your. Thoughts 


and Cares, and has a,very powerful 


Sway on your Affections. Neither in- 
deed ought we to wonder that it 


1 — +, . 
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fire? Yes to be ſure. This without” © 


Members of the State, its ſtrongeſt 


ſhould very feelingly tonch you, and - 


lie near your Hearts, ſince the very 
Tnftinfts of Nature, and thoſe the moſt 


vigorous and powerful of all others, 


puſh you on to be ſolifirons about it, 
and to endeayour its Advancement 
at any rate; and certainly to be Fe- 
_ pardleſ of it; is Evidence enough of 
one's being diveſted of all Eummit), 
and Having ſunk belew the Brkrgs,” in 
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whoſe Carriage toward their ybung 
"Ones a very paſſionate and ſurpri- 
ing Tenderneſs is diſcernible. But 
What Huppine/s is it you deſire for 
them? This you ought to exzmine 
with Care and Serionfnefs, leſf you 
iniſt ate their true Intereſts, and ima- 
ine that they are ral) happy, when 
Indeed they are certainly miſerable. Is 
it that they may hound in the Eu- 
joyments of this World; in Riches 
. and Pleaſures; be advanced to Honors 
and Dignities, have Pomp and Grau- 
dieur, vaſt Inheritances and Poſſeſſions, 
and whatever elſe can flatter their 
Senſes? Alas! theſe are poor and 
 _ _ eontemptible things! They are of a 
> 'fading, momentany and limited Nature, 
and can but produce a ſhadowy, ſcanty, 
and very mperfett Happineſs, and 
ſuch as reaches only, to the outward 
Man, and gratifies. the Appetites of 
Fleſh and Blood ; whereas the divine 
and more noble Part may be poor and 
ks e „ 
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miſerable, and deſtitute, even in the 
greateſt Afuence, of all ſorts and Va- 
rieties of Earthly Pleaſures and En- 
joy ments: For thefe Objects are not 
only unſuit able, but diſproportion'd to 
its vaſt Capacities, to which only an 
infinite Good can give full Quiet and 
Satis faction. But though it is to be 
fear'd that there are too many, whoſe 
Deſires in favour of their. Offspring 
riſe no higher than theſe periſhing 
and deſpicable things; and who, not 
being conſcious of any Soul within 
themſelves, but what only ſerves the 
Purpoſes of a meer animal Life, con- 
clude that their Children are happy 
encogh, if they poſſeſs ia abundance 
what may anſwer the. Cravings, of 
the L»ſt of the Eye, the Luſt of the 
Fleſh, aid the Pride of Liſe; yet we 
hope there are ſome that arg 2:4 by 
nobler Principles, and who, being ſen- 
ſible of the Vanity and inſufficiency 
öf all created things to conſtitute a 
ſolid Happineſs, and k now ing that they 
were deſigned for infinitely more eæ- 
cellent Enjoyments, not only aſpire 
after them themſelves, but alſo are 
excited vehemently: to deſire, that 
their Chitdrea may, together with 
d f ho 


* 


a 
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them, be made Partakers of — 


great and only valuable things "that 


is, to have the beatifick Viſton — Fru- 
en of God; to be admitted into his 


PFreſence, there to continue for ever, 
ald to be entertain'd with the Fulneft 


of his Joys; to be gldrified with the 


Redeemer, and to fit with him on his 


Throne ; to be made like unto the An- 
gels. and to partake in their blzſsfwl 
Empi-yments; in one Word, to in- 


berit the never-ending Glries of E- 
ternity; and, in order to be qualiſied 
for theſe-bleſſed Enjoyments, to be 

born of God; to he transformed by the 

MW  ZRenewing of the Spirit of their Mind; 
_—_ 4 ut off the Old Man with his Deeds, 
7 and put on the New; to have Corra- 


. and Sin, and all ſorts of Defile- 
ments, rooted out of the Soul, and 


Purity and Righteouſneſs introduced in- 


to it, ſo as that the Love of God, and 


the other Chriftian Graces that adorn 
and beautiße the inward Man, may 
fring up and appear in their Vigour. 
This is true Happineſs, and the in- 
fallible way to it; and to deſire and 
endeavour that your Children may be 
thus happy, is indeed to wiſh well to 
them, and 1 to deſire their Proſperity. 


And 


? 


* 


is . by - * 
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And the Truth 188 whatever other 
Proofs of your A ffections you pretend 
to give Ems ot this great and only 
import ant one be., wanting, they are 
but very little. to, be valued ; for to 
take care of their Bodies, and to be 
regardleſs of their Souls; to pamper 
their . Fleſh, and to ſtarve their better 
part; 5 to. be diligent in providing them | 
with;cartbly Inheritences, and to uſe 
no Endeayours ones them tt ig | 
venly and incorruptible one; to pro 
cure that they be inſtructed, and ex- 
erciſed, in the Languages Learning 
and Sciences of the World, and ne- 


ver ſeriouſly to e e think with _ 


the Maxims of. the Goſp el, nor exer- 
ciſe them in the Pralle“ of Chriſtian 
Piety, is cruelly to undo them, 408 
to involve them in eternal Miſeries. 
S. XV. Now what more effefFual 
Methods can be. taken to.entirle them 
to the Happirieſs. Juſt now mentioned, 
and to prevent their final and utter 
Ruine and Deſtruction, than to be- 
gin, as ſoon as is poſſible, to inſti} 
good Inſtructions into their tender 
Hearts; to awaken their Deſires, and 
turn them toward God, their adora- 
th ; Originals and the 3 amis 
4 bs ve 
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Source of Light, And 150 to ew 
oe them in the Imitation 'of their 
edeemer, and 2 the, Love of be Go 37 

and Sufferi 5 A Self. Denzal, tha is, 
in ſhort, 705 educate them "pioully. 
For fo, with the Bleſſing of God, 


| they will become early Votaries to 
| Badiane the peculiar Favourites of 


Heaven, and young "Candidates for 

ie anal 850 ad nc- 
Ing unto the ee of the Storr 
of the Fulneſi of Chriſt, they will at 


Jaſt be capable of, Ae into the 


Bj and Gry öf the other World. 


'DO What 4 * Pity Þ 10 that Parents 
Would, ber ſo: wietch je 


| careleſs and 
ei in managing 154 great Affair! . 
Alas, how can they pretend Love 


their Children, and yet be forgetful of 


this eminent Inſtance of; 7 Which would 


de fo- infinitely ber eficial to them,; 


and without Which A | the other Kind- 
2 77 they can ſhew hem are very in- 
conſiderable; : and [indeed no more than 
what the Brutes do for their ras 
Ones? | 
by XVI. But farther ; ; perhaps it is 
the Salvation of vaur ow Souls cher 
you are ſollicitous for: "with: | with all 
wy Heart, that this Sell citnde did 
| nou 
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more univerſally, prevail; for then I _ 

am confident, that the Care of a pi- 
ous Education would be more uni- 
verſal than it is. They that ſeriouſiy 
mind the Concerns of their own Souls, 
will not fail to look after the Souls of 
their Children; and whoever is in- 
different as to the one, will certainly 
be regardleſs of the other. The Inftintt 
of Nature prompts Parents to do 
Good to their Children; but Religion 
exalts that Inſtinct, gives more” ade 


Tendencies, higher Aims, and a divi- 


ner Byaſs, whereby thoſe in whom it 
is thus elevated, are moved to do 
more excellent things, than bare and 
unaſſiſted Nature could ſuggeſt or en- 


able them to do; for hence it comes. 
to paſs, that all ſincereh religious Pa- 


rents, being themſelves made Parta- 
kers of the divine Nature, are ſtrong- 
ly inclined to propagate it to their 
Children, and uſe all poſſible Endea- 


6 


vours to compaſs ſo valuable an End: 
And indeed, all whoſe Souls the 4i- 


vine Life animates and influences, Ire 
exceeding zealous to reproduce and 


_ diffuſe it every where; hut more e- 
ſpecially in thoſe, to whom they have 


any Relation, whereby. they are _— 


VV 
ed with Power and Authority aver 


. Paſtor, a Maſter or Teacher, a Tutor or 


© Governour, They travel in birth, as the 


great Apoſtle did heretofore, until 
Chriſt be formed in them, They wreſtle 
and ſtrive by their Prayers, and Tears, 
and Endeavorrs ;, by admoniſhing and 
exhorting; by teaching and inſt ruct- 
ing; and by all the pious Arts that a 


W + fervent Charity can ſuggeſt; to the End 
that af! under their Care may become 


the living © Images. of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Their Love to God, that pure and hee 


_ © ©enly Flame that burns in their Hearts, 
diſpoſes them to excite and engage as 
many as poſſibly they can to ioin with 
them in the Adbration, Love and Praiſes 


of his amiable Perfections; and their 
Charity to Man inclſines them not only 
do deſire, but to ende avour, fo far as. 

their Infuence can reach, that their 
Fellow. Creatures, and particularly thoſe 
dear Parts of themſelves, their Chi- 


Aren, ſhould partake with them in the 
Pleaſures and Advantages of thoſe in- 


finitely. agreeable and delightful Em- 
_ ployments. They are eager on the 


one Hand, that the ever · bleſſed bie 
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upon Chriſtian : an, you . 
of their Love ſhould be magnified and 
celebrated by all; and on the other, 


that all ſhould be happy i in the Fruitioa 
of him. Theſe are the generous. In- 


clinations, thefe the noble lnſtinas 


and charitable Projects with which 


true nn 1 the Souls of 


Men. 
8. XVII. From all this, Lthiok, it 


is abundantly evideat, that wherever | 


fiacere and vital Piety is, ſerious 


Endeavours of a © Education ill 
be the natural 


onſequence of it; 
and therefore for any one to pre- 


tend that he is concerned for his 


own Soul, and yet to negleft thoſe of 


dis Children, is meer Naſſon and Hy- 


pocriſie : For the Spirit of true Religi- 
on, as we have ſeen, is diſfuſive, and 


loves to ſpread it ſelf ; it is a Spirit 
of univerſal Charity and Good Wi 25 


and therefore they that are ate 


it, as they wiſh the Happineſs of all, 


ſo they labour with all their Mi be 
to is them in the right way that 
leads to it; and more eſpecially they 


ill do fo, with reſpect to thoſe whom 
the divine Providence, has put under 


their immedi late Direction and a" 
abs 


* , 
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and for whom they are are «ccounts 

Vile to God, the Judge of al, and the 

"Father of Spirit, who hath commit 

ted them to their Care, as ſo any 74. 

ents, which he expects they ſhould 

improve for his Service, and to his 

Honour and Glory. 

S. XVIII. But beſides, I do not un- 

derſtand how Religion, and confequent- 

ly the Hope of Salvation, can poſſibly 

I Gall ſt with either the total Neglect, 

or even ſuperficial Performance of ſo 

= 8 a Duty as this is; with di/- 

i org a Command ſo frequently and 

; mnly urged upon us, as 1s that 

| 1e inßoin⸗ the Care of a pious 

Education; with the Violation of 

thoſe mighty Obligations which Nature, 

AY Reaſon, and: Religion, do unanimouſly 

and jointly lay upon us. To be ſure 

dur Piety muſt. beat a lo Ebb, muſt 

be lame and imperfect, and even defe- 

| "Five in its Vitals, when we are re- 

 gardleſs of any notable Branch of it; 

ſuch as, without doubt, this that we 

are treating of is: For the Ones 
Duties make a very conſiderable 

of Religion; and of all thoſe, none i 

more important, or more ſeriouſ and 


— «0 „ cM .o0- 


more n inculcated, than _ 
: 0 
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of Parents to their Children. With 


what Earneſtneſs and Concern does 
Moſes beſpeak the Hraclite- on this 


Head! How paſſionately does he ro- 


commend to them, to acquaint their 
Children with the ſacred Oracles that 
he delivered to them in the Name 
of God, and to do it, not in a erifling 
and ſuperficial manner, but with the. 
reateſt Care and Diligence, and moſt 
indefatig able Endeavours! And theſe 
Words, faith he (a) which I command 
thee this Day, ſhall be in thy Heart, 
wn thau al. Nach them 'dili 75 un- 
to thy Children, and ſhalt talk 01 they 
when thou ſitteſt in thine Houſq 5 Te 
thou walkeſt by. the Way, anc 
lieſt yam and when thou 7975 1 
And this Injunction he repeats, 294 
preſſes on them again and again (b)3 
thereby intimating, that this Affair 
is of the greateſt Moment and Im- 
rtance ; that their own; and their 
Childrens Proſperity and Welfare de- 
pended on it, as it there follows (c): 
And that it is the moſt effectual way 


. e and e Reli Is jo 
0 


bo Dent. 6. 4 7. (b) Chap, 4- 10, 
11, 19. * Ver. 21 
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from Generation to Generation; in 

which View the Royal Pſalmiſt owns 
the Per eta of its Obligation, as; ap 
pears from "theſe remarkable Word 
(a) of his. The Lord hath eſtabliſhed ; 4 
Teſtimony in Jacob, and appointed a Lam 
in Iſrael, which he commanded our Fore- 
Fathers that they ſhould make. them 
Aon unto their Children. That the 
Generation to come might} know hem 
even the Children that ſhould be born, 
who ſhould ariſe and declare to their 
Children the Prafes of the Lord, and his 
Strength, and his wonderful 4 890 the 
be bath dong. * divine W:/4 
Where with Solomon was ice 

prompted him tadeliver many excel- 
Tent Maxim concerning this great 
Affair, whereof his Book of Pro- 
verb. will preſent all that ſeriouſly per- 
uſe. it with great Variety. Thus 
We ſee that under the Oecauomy of 
Aoſes, the Concern of a i pious Edocz 
tion was ſecured, as far as expreſs, ſo- 


lem and repeared Declarations of the 


divine Wilt for that End could go: 
And, we may be confident, that theſe 


| Precepts are not W under the 
| So- 
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to them the venerable and endearing 
Myſteries of our Redemption; to acquaint 
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Goſpel: On the. contrary, they are 
therein ratified and confirmed, and en- 


forced by new and more powerful 


Motives than ever: For if the Iſrae- 
lites were obliged to teach their Chil- 
dren the Law of AZoſes, and to inform 


them of the great and wonderful things . 


God had done for their Fathers 1n 
Egypt, in the Wilderneſs, at the Red 


Sea, and after their Settlement in the 


Land of Canaan; how much more are 
chriſtian Parents obliged to inſtruct 
theirs in the nobler Inſtitution; to open 


them with the Life and Doltrine, with 


the Suffereing and .Death,. with the 4 


Grace and Merits, with the Love and 
Conde ſcention, the all. ſuſſicient Sacrifice . 


and prevailing Jarerceſſion, the Wreſt- 


ings and Conflitts, the victorious Tri- 
umphs and glorious Exaltation of the 
Lord. Jeſus ; and to ſet before them 


the ſurpaſſing Di ſcoveries of the Love 


of God, not to a particular People or 
Nation, but to the whole World, to aft 
the Race of Adam without Exception, 
In giving them his only Son, and his holy 


Spirit; and [ romiſing, upon their 
complying with the jaſt, and 2 
| - | 15 5 5 5 He 5 * le, 
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lle, and gracions Terms that he pro- 
Poſes, to give them himſelf, to enter- 
tain them with his own ineffable Foys, 
in a State of never-ending Bliſs and 
Glory O how lovely! how infinitely 
gratifying and agreeable are theſe Ob. 
jets! Theſe admirable Contrivances, 
theſe ſtrange and aſtoniſhing Effect. 
of incomprehenſible Lore and Boun- 
ty! How vaſtly do the ſe raviſbing Diſ- 
coveries of the divine Goodneſs, Pow. 
er and Wiſdom, to loft and undone 


Mankind, tranſcend and ont-do all 


the Inſtances of Care and Kindneſs, 


tho? great and ſignal, manifeſted | 


heretofore to the 1/raelites! And 
there fore how much more ought the 
 Memiry of them to be continued from 
Age td Age, and convey'd from the 
Fathers to the Children! To do this, I 
ſuppoſe, is what the great Apoſtle in- 
tends when he injoins (a) Parents to 
bring up their Children in the Nurture 
aud Admonition of the Lord + that is, in 
effect to put them in mind of the great 
things their dear Redeemer hath done, 


and ſuffered, and merited for them; to 


inform them of his excellent Doftrines, 
Bs GOO 41 eee ; ae 
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and of the e he has given them 
during his abode on Earth; and to 
nouriſh them in the Lot and Imita- 
tion of him, and in Obedience and 
wa Dory Mis his ſmter and eaſie Yoke, 
O how proper are theſe endearing 
Things, wheh ſeriouſly and diligent- 
ly inculcated, to ſeaſon young Hearts! 
to heget and excitè true Devotion in 
them! and to engage them betimes 
in the Practices of a holy Eife! 
8. XIX. And now when all this is 
duly conſider'd, with what Face can 
People pretend to be religions? How 
can they imagine, that their Salvation 
is ſecure, if they either ſupinely omit, 
or but /*ghtly perform à Duty of fo 
great Conſequence, and ſo expreſly 
and peremptorily enjoinꝰd? You may 
then depend upon it, that how un- 
blameable ſoever you may be as to 
your own Perſons, whatever Exaftneſs 
h on may 7 5 in other Parts of Re- 
ligion; yet if by your Negligence, or 
a bad 2 les, or il ConduBt The Souls 
of your Children ſhall periſh, God 
will ſeverely reckon with you one 
1 Day, and may juſtly require rhef 
Blood at your Hands; a Conſideratian 
that ſhould make thoſe tremble, who, 
1 r 


though they are ſenſible of the per. 
verſe Tempers, vicious Inclinations, 
aud ſinful Practices of their Children; 
yet uſe. few or no Endeavours to 
Correct and redreſs them 5 bur rather, 
out of cruel Fondneſs, indulge them in 
all their Appetites, pleaſe and gratiſie 
their Humours and Fancies, and ſuffer 
them, without Check, to go on in 
their impious Cour ſes, till at laſt they 


grow bold in Wickedneſs. 3 
. X. 1 hope, by this Time, all 
that have conſider'd with ſome At I © 
tention what I have hitherto repre- If ! 
ſeated, will be convinced, that the ! 
Care of a pious Education hath 2 
= Happy loflucnce upon our deareſt and 
maſt valuable Concerns: For you {ce WW! 
wat the Welfare of Church and State, I. 
| 


pour own and Childrens Happineſs, 
have viſibly a Dependance on it: 
And is it poſſible that any, after hay- 
ing made ſome ſerious Reflections on 
all theſe Particulars, ſhould be remiſ. 
and cereleſs in this Matter? Who is 
it, unleſs ſtrangely infatuated, that 
can reſiſt the perſuaſive Force of being 
inſtrumental to advance ſo many, and 
ſuch weighty, Intereſts all at once? 
What Conſiderations can poſibly. pre- 
LAS ee 


-— 


4 


upon C briſt ian *Ediication. 45 


vil With People, to engage them in 


diſcharging conſcientiouſſy this great 
Duty; if theſe here infiſted on prove 
ineffectual ? It is juſtly hoped, that all 
who have any Senſe of God and Reli- 
gion; all that are not reſolv'd to run 
the Rz/que of eternal Miſery, by con- 
tributing, through their Negligence; 
to undo and deſtroy others, will lay | 
theſe things to Heart, and ſpeedily 
and Frauen? reſolve to look after 
the Souls of their Children, and to 


| educate them according to the Pre- 


ſcripts of the Goſpel : Which leads. 
FS. XXI. In the next Place, To en- 
deavour the Removal of a falſe and 
miſtaken Notion of Education, that I 
am afraid is too commonly entettain'd 5 
for it would ſeem, that a great many 
mean nothing elſe by it, but breed- 
ing up their Children in the Learning 
of the World, inſtructing them in 
Languages and Philoſophy, in the libe- 
ral Arts and Sciences, as they are call⸗- 
ed; or acquainting them with the 
Rules of Civility and gentile Behaviour; 
or in fine, qualifying them for Trades 
and Employment s. Theſe and ſuch like 
are the Things that Parents generally 
«i 08 1 ; are 


= # 


are ſollicitous-for; and they are, well 
pleaſed that their Childrens Time and 
Pains ſhould be ſpent / in Proſecution 
of them - So that if they are once poſ . 
ſeſs'd of this ſort of Accompliſhments, 
they imagiae that.no other,Education 


vey ſeem 


is neceſſary for them; ir 
to have no higher Aim in all that is 
taught them, than to compaſs the 


baſe Ends of Pelf and Pride. Indeed 
if their Children were Creatures of 
Time, and deſign'd; only for the Ex. 
joyments of this Life, it were reaſona- 
ble, that they ſhould be wholly educate 
ed according to its Maxims. But ſee- 
ing they are born to the-Hopes- of a 
better World, it is but juſt that their I 
Education ſhould. be ſuitable thereto ; y 
that is, that they ſhould be traig'd e. 
up in the Knowledge and Practice In 
of thoſe Things which quali ſie us for 
the Enjoyments and Employs of the 

ſuture happy State. The Men of this 
World, we ſee, whoſe Deſizns. and 
Contrivances for their Children riſe 
no higher than the Things of Time, 
are very eager and careful to have 
them bred to thoſe Ways of Living, 
which may yield them Riches, Ho- 
nours and Pleaſures: And ſhall not 
mn , 
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Chriſtians, who profeſs and believe, 
that there is a State of never-ending 


| Bliſs and Glory to be enjoy'd in ano- 


ther World; and that this Life is, 
and indeed ought to be confider'd by 


all, as a Time of Preparation for it; 


ſhall not they, I ſay, be infinitely 
more concern d to have their Off- 
ſpring, by proper Exerciſes, made ca- 
pable to inherit thoſe incomprehen- 
fible Felicities for which they were 
originally deſign'd ? Alas! Shall rhe 
Children of this World be in this Re- 
gard alſo wiſer than the Children of 
Light ? How unaccountable is it, that 
Eternity, and the Things of it, ſhould 
ſo little influence the Education of 
Youthz and that the World, with its 
empty Triſles, and momentany Va- 
nities, ſhould engroſs the whole of 
it, ſnould devour and ſwallow up 
all the Time of their Life, and e- 
ſpecially the more precious Moments of 
it, their blooming Tears, the Days of 
Health and Vigour; which God hath 
expreſly order'd ſhould be conſecrat- 
ed to the Remembrance of Himſelf / 
The Teaching them a little L.uin and 
Greet; I a judicious Author ob- 

ſerves, How much ſoever -thoſe 
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5 5 1 8 — 
J 4 + o lh. 


noble Languages may conduce to 
< polite Literature, would not deſerve 
the Name of Chriſtian Education, 


pere not at the ſametime the great. 


< eſt Regard had to the Snbduing of 
© diſorderly Paſſions, the Rectifying of 
© perverſe Inclinations, the Implanting 
© of virtuous Habits, and the Securing 
© of them by Religions Principles; 
which are Attainments far beyond 
- © the moſt curious Arts and profound- 
* eſt Sciences in the World. All are 
© not by their Parents deſign'd, and 
many by Nature were never made 
© for great Scholars; but moſt certain 
. © it is, that God and Nature too in- 
\. © tended all for honeſt and good Men. 
And the ſame good God, who re- 

- quires the ſincere Practice of the Chri. 
ſtian Graces and Virtues, hath aſſured 
us, that Eternal Life will be infaſlibly 
the Reſult of patient Continuance in 
Wel- doing; and he propoſes everlaſt- 
ing Happineſs as the Great End that 
all ſhould aim at; as he doth Good- 
eſs and an upright, holy Life, as the 
Means that lead thereto, and with- 
out which it cannot be attain'd; 
_ and for both theſe all have Capacities, 
though all have not Heads for Learn- 
e „„ ing 
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to ing. Eternal Life, or the bliſsful 
ve Fruition of God, was interded for 
on, Man i in. his Creation 4, for God made 
at- Man, with a Deſgn to communicate 
of | Himſelf and his divine Joys. vnto 
of bim, and fitted him with Faculties for 
ag ſo noble an End, which are ſo eſſential 
ng to, and intetwoyen. ith the Nature 
53 of Mat that, he cant loſe them as 
> ht Þ 2 65 it: And becauſe 

d. et Holineſs none can fee God; 
re therefore Man was made a pure and 
id innocent Creature; and had he conti- 
de nued ſuch, during a certain time of 
in Trial, he had been advanced to a 
State of endleſs and unchangeable Hap- 
». pineſs. But now Holineſs, the indi- 
e- ſpenſable Qualification for Bliſs, is 
1. loſt in all Men fince the Entrance of 
Sin. However, by the Grace of God, 

which is offered to all, through je- 
ſus Chriſt, it may be recover'd by all, 

even by thoſe of the ſimpleſt and 
ne ane ſt Capacities, and perhaps with 
greater Eaſe and Advantage, than by 
thoſe whoſe Heads are filled with 
Meraphyſicks and Philoſophy, with cri- 
tical Learning, and Mathematical 
Schemes, And now is it not reaſon- 
able; that Parents ſhould make it their 

29/4 = brin- 
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. principal and chief Study, to inculcate 
on their Children theſe only neceflary: If * 
þ and indiſpenſable Things ? Things 
= whereof all are capable, and without: | 
which none can be truly happy. Wat IN | 
a Madneſs is it, that ſo m ch Time, 
and Pains, and Thought, ſnould be 
22 ed in the Purſyit of iin e 

| ceopliſhments, which'when th 

— , even in their greateſt Pero! 
fection, will leave the Divine Facul- 
ties of the Soul empry and deſtitute, 
which will quite vaniſh at Death, and 
whereof no Conſideration will be had 
in Eternity, unleſs it be to gra- 
vate one's Damnation! *©* O how in- 
< finitely better, (as the ſame Au- 
_ © thor piouſly adds) will it appear 
c one Day to have been, that inſtead 
of being the moſt learned Philoſq-" Ill i 
. pher, the greateſt Wit, or compleat- Ii V 
© eſt Artiſt, one had been born a f 
meer natural Fool, or bred an honeft” i 
Day - Labourer, than with all the Ad- | 1 
< vantages of this pretended OP" Ft 
© ous Education, to live only as à 7 
© cumberſome Burden to the Earth, a 8 
tt 
0 
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© Peſt to civil Society, a Sbamę 
and a Keproach to humane Na- 
ture; and * all, to die as a hepe- 


. 
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( ef ſs Re probate, rejetted of God, ab- 


© hor” d- 15 all wiſe and good Men, 5 5 


and ſcorwd by all the World! 
S. XXII. The Breeding up of Chil- 
dren then according to the Spirit and 
Cuſtoms of the World, is not the E- 
ducation that I am recommending :; 
No, to be ſure; it is one of a more 
noble Strain, and 'of Hg ber Aimt; it is 
that which the Chriſtian Religion di- 
rects unto and preſcribes; an Educa- 
tion that is managed according to the 
Spirit and Maxims, the Doctrine and 
Example of our Redeemer, and influ- 
enced by the great Deſign of the Go- 
ſpel; which is to purifie our Souls from 
Sin and Corruption, from all Filthineſs 
both of the' Fleſh and Spirit, and there- 
by to-qnalifie us for the bliſiful Fru- 
ition of God: Theſe without Contro- 
rerſie are the Meaſares that Chriſtians 


ſhould'follow in forming and train. 


ing vp their Youth. Their holy Re- 
ligion is the Magazine, out of which 
they ſhould furniſh themſelves with 
Tools and Materials for rendring the 
Souls of their — cable un- 
to God, and pre em for the 
Glories of Fab whe The? is the. Do- 
— to uſt _w Apo fes Phraſe, in- 
to 
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to which ws muſt be delivered : This] is 
the Mould, 3 according to which they 
muſt be faſbioned: Hence maſt the 
Salt be fetch'd that ought to ſeaſon 
their tender Hearts; and here is the 
lovely Pattern which they ſhould be 
taug ht to imitate, and conform them. 
FT bu unto. This, and none other, is 
the Education that I have endeavour. 
ed to give ſome Account of in the E/- 
ſay that follow; which, how defe@ive 
3 they may otherwiſe be, yet 1 
think 1 may venture to ſay, with 
ſome Confidence, that they contain 
the moſt eſſential Maxims of Chriſti- 
auity, and preſent the Inſtractors of 
Vouth with the moſt fundamental and 
neceſſary Rules of Chriſtian Education; 
_ which I heartily wiſh, all, in their ſe- 
veral Stations, may advance and pro- 
mote, with Vigour and Seriouſneſs. 
* XXIII. And here I myſt beg 
Leave to ſpeak with Freedom, and o- 
pen my Thoughts to von, under 
whoſe Conduct and In pelt ion the 
Youth. are commonly bred up; you, 
J mean, that are Maſters « of Schools, 
or. Tutors and Governours. Theſe fu- 
ture Hopes of Church, and State, and 
Families; eſs Candidates of Hea- 
ven; 


wa 
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ven; theſe dear Pledges of their Pa- 
rents; ; theſe Lambs of Jeſus Chriſt, 
are very early committed to your 
Truſt and Care ; you have the Manage- 
ment of-them in their younger and 
more flexible” Years; in the Prime 
and Flower of their Age, when they 


are moſt capable of good Impreſſions. 


Yon may, through the Grace and 


Bleſſing of God, be happily inſtru- 


mental to engage them to become the 
early 'Votaries of Religion and an 
holy Life, if you will but pionſty im- 
prove the Advantages and Opportu- 
nities you have of dealing with *em, 


and influencing 'em. The Regard they 


have for your Authority will difpoſe 
'em to liſten with Attention to what 
you recommend, eſpecially when 
they ſee, that you addreſs them af- 
fectionately, and urge the great things 
of Religion upon them with Com- 
ſtaney and Seriouſneſs. And though 
parents commonly, when they put 


their Children to School, do very lit- 
tle mind or defign their Chriſtian 
Education; the Attainment of humane 
Learning being that which they prin- 
oipally propoſe and aim at; yet I can- 
not t underſtand how you can beexen- 
el ſed 


ſed from being highly criminal before 
God, if you do not heartily endea- 
vour to improve the Youth commit- 
ted to your Charge, by acquainting 
them betimes with the Principles of 
Chriſtianity, and guiding them, to the 
beſt of your skill, in the Practice of 
ſolid Piety. You ougbt to conſider, 
that it is not ſo much the Parents, as 
God by his Providence, that puts 
them under your Care and Tuitian. And 
therefore you ſhould look on them as 
_ Jo many Talents wherewith he hath 
entruſted you, and for which he will 
reckon with you one Day, and will 
reward you according to the Improve- 
ments you bave made of them. 
- Your Diligence in teaching them the 
Languages, how indefatigable ſoever 
Jt may be, and though even you 
mould perfectly accompliſh- them, 
both in that and in all other Parts of 
humane Learning, will be of no Con- 
ſideration in the Sight of God, if you 
ſhould neglect improving their n0- 
bler Faculties, and ſeaſoning them 
with the Maxim, of Religion and 
Virtue: For to be ſure, whatevet 
Deſigus the Parents may have, yet 
God intends that they ſhould be train- 


ed 
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ed up for another World, and put as 
ſoon as may be in the Way that leads 
ito Life and Immortality. Where- 
fore though the Parents may perhaps 
reward, you for anſwering their De- 
figas, yet you cannot juſtly hope to 
'be, rewarded by God, if you have ei- 
ther not at all, or but very ſuperfi- 
cially, endeayoured to fulſil his graci- 
ous Intont ions. And, alas! What a 
melancholy Reflexion is it, that one 

Jhoyld: /pend- ſo much of his Time and 
Pains, ehauſt his Strength and vi- 
Bour, in doing that for which he has. 
20 reaſonable Ground to hope that he 
mill be rerempenced in a better World! 
And pray, when we. conſider things 
im partially, what other Reckoning 
can be made of all your Tail and La- 
eee ted the Youth that are 
committed to your Truſt. with the 

Alonnments. of Paganiſm, and the An- 
tiquitias of Greece and Rome, and fill- 
ing their Heads with dry and lear 
Criticiſms, or with the abſard and 
very often impure Fictions of the Po- 


ets? MWbat Reckoning, I ſay, can be 


made of all this Diligence, if all the 


while no Regard be had to the One 


thing neceſſary 3 but that it is a vain, 
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unprofitable, | and even wer Uri 
Spending of precious Time? : I'catt- 
not, for my Heart, hinder © "my felf 
from believing, 'that © ſome m 
happy Tincture, fecretly diſpeſing to 
Irreligion and Prophaneneſi, i is derived 
into the N Pech 0 0 1 * 
too early. Peruſal the Pag an M 
ings, eſpecially ſuch as ommnly ob- 
Fs in Schos 85 pa NR the 1h = 
ſufficiently fortifie# agaiuſt t 
qe hs rr eſtabliſhed i in the 
Principles 97 e her Ober 
deplorable à Loſß is it, dene 
Aren of Chriſtian Parents, tlleir 
Baptiſm are 3 — Kertice 
of the Lord Jeſus; and therefqr@!ktc 
| inviolably obliged to give Him the 
- Firſt-Fruits of their Time,and'Thoughts, 
and Afetions, ſhould; even under the 
Conduct of Chriſtian Schgol-Maſttvs, be 
in the very Morning of their Age . 
itiated into the Myſteries of Paganiſm! 
For I reckon that ſo they are Ii ſort, 
when more Time and Pains by far is 
-employ'd' in teaching them The 'Rites 
and Ceremonies, the Nye Aud Gods, 
and Cuſtoms of the Pagan World, a and 
giving them the Senſe; and Meaning 
of its nn than ig teaching w_ 
The 
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the Precepts, andi acquainting them with 
the Life and Sufferings of their Re- 
deemer. Can the Father of Spirits, 
think you, take it well, that his own 
Of-pring,” which he defign'd for the 
Fruition of Himſelf, and of his di! 
vine Joys ; and commands all that ind 
ſtrut 'em to breed 'em up with a 
continual Regard to this great End, 
and to begin in the Bloom of their 
Age the Improvement of their nobler 
Capacities, by a pious and devout Re- 
membrance of their Creator ? Can he, 
i ſay, take it well, that his Offspring, 
whom he ſo dearly loyes, ſhould re“ 


ceive their firſ# Impreſſions from the 
impure and muddy Sources of Heathen- 


iſm; and be better acquainted with 
the Worſhip, and*Sacrifices, and Genea- 
logy of falſe and imaginary - Deities, 
than with his own Nature and Perfe- 
ctions, and the Ways of worſhipping 
Him acceptably? Will not the cha- 
ritable Redeemer of Mankind highly 
reſent, that thoſe precious Souls, for 
whom he paid fo unvaluable a Ran- 


ſome, and which he intends ſhould be 


the Co-heirs of his Glory, are not 
more carefully look'd after, are not 


better. inſtructed. in the Myſteries of 


gh. 22 
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bis Religion, nar any hearty Endea- 
yours uſed to form them according 
to the lovely Pattern that he left for 
their Iuitation, both in bis Liſe and 
Death; but are permitted, nay, urged, 
to fo low the Cuftoms and Spirit, an 
to purſue the vain Wiſdom of this 
wicked World? And how will it 
grieve. the good. Spirit of God, that ad. 
erahle Salts er — Souls, to 
that theſe Veſſela, which were de. 
fign'd to he the Places of his Reſidence, 
and the Receptacles of his Greee, are 
filled with Dirt, and Traſh, and Cor- 
ruption, and wholly indiſpoſed to ad- 
mit of his Preſence and Operations 

S8. XXIV. But admitting what Lhave 
briefly ſaid here, & alittle more fully 
elſewhere (4), may canvince thinking 
and ſerious Perſons, that it is not 
only improper, but alſo of miſchiev= 
ous Conſequence, to oblige Children 
to learn the impure Meathen Past; 
yet ſince that is generally the Cuſtam 
_ amongſt us, and many ſeem inſenſihle 
of the evil Confequences thereof, it 
will be very fit to treat af this Mat- 
ter more largely, and to add Tanne 
8 2 J * e Pare II: 5. 109. 
Chap. I. § * aten 
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other Conſiderations, to diſſuade 


Schoil-Maſters aud Tutors from perfilt- 


ing in t hat Practice; ſince it will ap- 
pear on the one Hand, that the read- 


ing and ſtudying of the Gentife- 


Hoerr, cannot but be attended with 
great Danger and ludonvenience; 
ant it is evident on the other Hand, 
that all the Intentions of a liberal 
and learned, nay farther, of a polise 
and accomplifh'd Education, may be 
effectually anfwered by ſtudying the 
more . and uſeful Works of the 
ancient Greet and Roman Hiſtorians, . 
amen, Philoſaphers, &c. in conjuncti- 
on with the moſt learned, pious and 
judicious Writings of excellent Chri- 
tian Porta, who- have preſented the: 
World with no leſs diverting than. 


eckifying Compoſares in Greel or La- 


tin Verſe. So that the ſetting aſide 
of the Genile Poets, wilt bring no- 
uch great Loſs to Literature, as Men- 
commonly fear. But the: Youth be-- 
ing. iaduftrionſty educated in the 
Knowledge of G O'D and Religion, 

and in the Underſtanding: of Chriſti- 


a Prers, and of Hiſtorians, Orator s, 


Fhiloſophens, &. both Chriſtian and 


oo _— * woll enough either 
wholly: 
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_ wholly omit the Reading;of che nne. 
- then Poets, or at leaſt defer it till they 


are advanced in Years; and are ſo 


well grounded in the Pratice;:as well 
as. the Profeſſion of Chriſt ianity, that 
they may with leſs Danger attempt 
to a thoſe Writings, that ſomg- 
times ſet forth Vice and Immorality 
in ſuch Colours, as will de very apt 
to prove a dangerous Temptation to 
any one, that ſhall nat he weil for- 
tified with good Principles and Ha- 
bits of Piety and Virtue, Againſt ſuch 
violent Attacks of Impiety and Vice. 
Or if, after all, it ſhall be thought 
expedient to make the Youth under. 
ſtand: even the Heather: Poets,” While 
they are converſant in the Gram mar- 
Schools, I am fully aſſuredy twillhe 
no detriment. to: them in the Ieaſt, 
but rather an effectual way to ſave 
Time, for them to ſtudy thoſe Au- 
thors only in ſelect Paſſages, ſeparat- 
ed judiciouſly, as well as: piouſſy, 
. the reſt of their Works. And 
thus much I · thought fit to ſay in this 
Place, to take off that Offence, which 
perhaps my preſent Diſceurſe might 
otherwiſe give to ſome Patrons of 
1 for "whom I. have no ſmall 
Re- 
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24 | Reſpect. My Deſign 1s:by no Means 
wy do dliſcourage 2 and uſfal Learning; 
fo but as muchias jn me dies to promote 
1 a wiſe and pidus Education of Youth, 
and to\\remove all things out of the 
way, rat may: binder ſuchꝭ . god 
and nſefal Deũgiſ as that- Which ig 
; Abe Rea ſom of my: deſiringuand en 
deavouring here toidiſſuade Chriſtian 
Maſters ald Jrrors of Vouth from 
putting the Heathen Poets, or any 
other. Viciuids Land.” immo deft" Anthoy 
into the Hands of their 2 ar 
+: humbly deſine; that no other Con- 
ſtruction may be put upon whatever L 
have ſaid, or ſhall ſay apon thigsubpsck I 
Which, Lithus, endeavour. 9 
370 SCX Va Oneiiof the-greath Defirns 
ot the ChriftramReligion, as; L fup ſe; 
\all; Will.adcknowiedgejowas to rot out 
 Paganifa;" al Religion no Teſs abun 
able, thin'falſe\and abſurd, contri- 
ved and inuented by the Devil, and by 
bis Cunniig and Tuduſtry i mpoſedb up- 
on, de luded Mankind to divert them 
from the tus God,; and the Duries 
they owe to him, and conſequently, 
from their only ſolid Happineſs, and 
from: the V. ” that: leads to it. A 
| Nas many Toxts of Fg I 
D290! 0 Put 
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put the Truth of this beyond 'Dif- 
e. thall only mention that Paſ- 


„That the Ends, for which our 
lefſed Lord ſent his great Apoſtle un- 
ko the Gentiles, were ta Tepee, Eyes, 
#o turn them from Datkneſs unto Light, 
and from" the Power of Satan untd Gol. 
Where it is plainly intimated; that 
they were in a State of Darkneſs and 
Slavery. Ignorance and Vice had 
Hamdal their Minds, and hardened their 
Hearts, aud Sat finding them in tlie 
State of Corruption and Sin, did ty. 
Tannire and inſult over them after 
à ſtrange manner, and treated them 
as Slaves and Vuaſſalr; and nothing con 
tributed: more efectuuily to promote 
and: continue his Bin, than the 
Writings of their Potts,” eſpecially of 
ſuch of em as give an Account of 
the Gods and Goddeſſes, of the aami- 
vable Rites and Ceremonies with: 
which they were worſhiped, of their 
lend: Anours, their Whoredoms, Adul- 
tries and other abÞminable: Huſts, 
which, being rereſented as tlie ra- 
ctices of their 50 Gods, began oon to 
obtain among tlie People, and to be 
r 2 3 — 


e (a) in the Act which informs. 
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bok'd on as laudable things. For it 
is natural to VYotaries of all ſorts to 
think, that it is gionen and bonn 
able to reſemble the Deitiss which 
they worſhip; and they will be very 
proud to imit ate their Practices, eſpe · 
cially when the Imitation puts them 
to no other Trouble than to give the 
Reins to their ſenſual Luſts and Paſo 
ſtons. In ſhort, the Books and Mru. 
img of the Poets may very juſtly be 
look d on as the Bibles of Paganiſm, 
the Recards which acquaint us with. 
what was generally belzeved and pn 
dtiſed among them; and indeed very 
proper Adeans they were then, and fill 
are, to convey and derive into the un- 
mary Peruſers, a Spirit of Earthlineſs 
and Car nality, of Ambition and Vain- 


glory, of Pride and Sei love, of Ly- 


ing and Falſnhood, and in a Word, of 
al ſorts of Impurity and Impiety. © 
F. XXVI. Now the bleed Goſpel 
was publiſhed to the Heather Nati- 
ons. with. a graciaus Intention to m. 
decæiue them.; to rnecomer them to a juſt 
Senſe of their deplorable Condition; 
to let them ſee the Folly and Impuri- 
ty, as well as Falfhood and: Abſurdity. 
af. cheir Religions ʒ to breal their Chains,” 


— — 
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and to reſone' them from the Bondage 


and-'Tyranny"of the Devil. And for 
theſe Ends, to make the true God 


known unto them; to acquaint them 


with the Redeemer 'of the World; to 
 Polir out upon them a divine Spirit, 
whole miratulous Operations might 


convince; and his ſanctiſying Influences 
redreſs and puriſie the Hearts of 
Men. To eſtabliſna pure Worſhip and 
excellent Morality, a Religion worthy 
of God, ſuited to the Exigences of 
Man, and enforced by very precious 


and ineſtimable, as Well as infallibly 


vertain, and moſt faithful Promiſes; 
and by theſe Means, to bring them 


back again to the Author of their 


Being, and to their true Happineſs; 


And to the End they might become 


innnediately capable to partake of it, 
the Goſpel would oblige them to 
yield themſelves unto God, by mak» 
ing an entire and perſevering Surren- 
der of all their Faculties and Powers 
to be guided and influenced by him, 


with an utter Abborrence and Renun- 
siation of all thoſe Ways, Meaus, and 


Contrivances, which the grand Ad- 
ver ſary ſerved himſelf of, to defite 


294 er their | as, and detain 
| them 


Pu 
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the Devil; which all that became Con- 


. Whatſswber Goth eſfectua 
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them in his Slavery 3," among which 
we unay juſtiy reckon the im yh, arm and 
obſtene Oompoſpres of the 
Writers.) Nor inllerd do 1 Re 25 
Reaſon W they ought not to 55 
conſidered as Part of thoſe Mort of 


'werts to Chriſtianity were obliged to 
iſclaln and idhounte when by Bapfiſin 
they? were” ipitisted into that "tal 
Religion; for Whatever has a #o 

Tondo. to depra ve the Minds" of 
Men, to ſpoil and pervert their #6- 
hler Facul tits, and to tuin them from 
weir trum bjefta]; 28d! conſe Nee 


tribute to promote the: Iatereſt df * 


Kingdom df Darkneſs, may with 
the Juſtice imaginable; be ranked . 
mong the Works of the Devil. And 
that thei Writinps under »Confider- 
tion are viſibly of this Srruin, all 
that. are i ſerious and impartial Will, 
doubt mot, readily acknowledge. 

F. XXVII. Tis true, Cuſtom, and a 
Cultom too, whichpitobthe :Reproach 
of the Chriſt an: World; hath 40g 
and almoſt. ni ver ſally obtained in it, 
has ſtrangely reconciled the Generali- 
iy of Chriſtians: to the Heathen Au- 


thor & 


their Dearlings, and peruſe, them with 
| wenderful Satisfatertic dome employ 
a deal of their Time in Commenting 
on them, and others in; Tranſlating 
them. They are the Ornaments of the 
Cloſet ande the Library, and become 
the deligbtful Wade: Aecums of not a 
few. And, Mhkich is ſtill worſe, ve 
look on them ias very proper to in- 
Arnct the hunger Years of our Ghil- 
Aren, and £0: give che firff Impreſpons 
40 their tender and flexible Minds. 
Sat I am perſuaded, that ĩt wWas quite 
Stherxiſe in the firſt Tomes. of i our 
_ holy Religiono [They who, from he- 
ing Pegans, bacame ſarcere Votaries-of 

- Chriſtianity, we may depend on it, 


Tom dne longer. pleaſe themſelves 


with the Peruſal of Books, ſtuffed 
for the moſt part either with 1 foetiſb 
and impertinent Triſſes, or elſe with 
offenſive and hateful Impurities. The 
obſcene and laſcivious Odes of Horace, 
for Inſtance, or the | Andzrs of Ovid, 
would afford no very agreeable. Ev 
tert ainment to pure and devout Minds, 
uch as theirs, no doubt, were in an 
eminent Degree. Which Obiervati- 
an I ſhall here endeavout nan, 
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with the Authority of St. Auſten, 
who treats of this SubjeQ:moſt: inge- 
niouſly as well as piovſly, in the Fif- 
teenth Sixteenth, Seventeenth, Eighteenth 
and Nineteenth Chapters of his firſt 
Book of Confeſſions, which Chapters 
1 deſire the learned Reader to per- 
uſe attentivel upon this Occaſion, 
while I only here tranſlate a few Sen- 
tences, very proper to be alledg d in 
this Place. For in chem, ſays he, 
«& I learnd many uſefal Words: 
« But ſuch may be learn'd alſo with 
things that are not trivial and vain: 
And that is a. ſafe: Path wherein 


« Children ought to walk! 
But wo to thee, impetuous Stream 
« of common Practice! Who 'ſhall 
„ withſtand thee? How long will 
© it be, ere thou be dried up? How 
ev 8 © long wilt thou roll on the Sons of 
lith. Eve into that vaſt and 'dreadful 
The WW ©« Ocean, which they hardly paſs, 
act, i © who once embark? Have not I 
vid, “ read in thee of Jupiter, both Thun- 
Ev 8 © dering and committing Adultery ? 
ds, “ And ſure he could not really do 
an“ both theſe things; but he pro- 
at. © ceeded ſo, that he might have Au- 
rm S thority to imitate real — 
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nby making ũſe of falſe Thunder as 
a Procurer to his Luſt. And yet, 
O helliſh Stream, the Sons of Men 
are toſt up and down in thee, and 
&: rewarded for learning theſe things: 
„and thou daſheſt againſt thy 
© Rocks, and roareſt, ſaying: Thus 
Words are learnt, thus Eloquence 
be is gaimd, which is highly neceſfi- 
try to perſuade Men to what we 
4 deſire, and to explain the Meaning 
of Autkors! As if without this 
« 'Help' we ſhould have been Stran- 
gers to: theſe Words: Shower of 
Gold, and Lap, and Deceit, and the 
“ Temples: ef Heaven, and Other 
Words writ in the ſame. Place; 


{unleſs Terence had brought in a de- 


bauched Youth, ſetting Jupiter be- 
< fore himſelf for an Example of a 
„ Rape : WMhile che beheld a Picture 
*<:drawn upon the Wall, repreſents 
ing the manner of Jupiter's raining 
4 a Shower of Gold into Danaes Lap, 
c and fo deceiving her, according to 
«the. 01d Fiction of the Poets. And 


- 
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what God is it of whom W 
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Tis heithat cakasuthe Femples | 

f Heaven with Thunder! And 
« mi ght not 1, a mean and incenſitle- 
& — Fellow, do asche did? Tes 
Ch truly, | did; and that williogly too. 


© Thoſe Words ware not learnt the 


&“ better for ſuch Laſciviouſneſs and- 
« Unckeangeſs in the leaſt; but the 
6 LaſciviouſmeGRUocleahneFi is com- 
« mitted with the greater Confidence 
* for-thoſe Words. I don't accuſe the 
6 Words, whicharelike choice & pre- 
% cious Veſſels; but accuſe the Wine 
* of Error, which is given us in thoſe 
“ Veſſels by our beſotted Feachers, 

« who, if we would not drink and 

„ pledge them, would beat us for it: 
neither had we Liberty to appeal to 
any ſober judge. And yet, O my God, 
jn whoſe Preſence I now. ſafely (be- 
« cauſe. penitently) call my Folly to 
„Remembrance, I, like a miſerable, 
% Wretch, willingly learnt theſe 
„things, and took Pleaſure therein, 
© and was cal'd: a ee e Child: for 
4 fo doing. 


. 4 


— „ For there are more ways 
&« of ſacrificing to The * — 
* than ONG>..: . 
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— * Behold;-C 'O Lord God; and 
« behold with Patience, even as Thou 
_<- doſt;, how carefully the Sons of Men 
* keep the Haws of Letters and Syl- 
&:Jables, receiv'd from the Cuſtom 
« of Speech us'd by mortal Men; 
ec and how at the ſame time they neg- 
leck the everlaſting Laws: of end- 
- lefs Nn received from Thee! 

c. | 

But "twill be worth the Reader's 
white, to ſee what this Father ſays 
farther; in humble Confeſſion' and 
Complaint to Almighty God, of the 
pernicious Con ſequences attending the 
Study of heathen Poets in bimfelf 
and others: 3 which he hath eloquent- 
ly: and pathetically ſet forth in this 
Place. And for my part, Iverily believe, 
that the Promitive Chriſtians neverlook- 
ed'into this fort of Writings, but with 
pious & charitable Deſigns; ſueh as to ex- 
poſe the Follies and Ahſurdities of Paga- 
niſm, to recommend: the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and to convert their Country- 
men to the Belief and Practice of it. 
And I dafe- be bold to affirm; that 
they wou'd' have lock d: on it as bigh- 

ly criminal, to rnb the Education of 


their Offering with theſe polluted Au- 
| thors. 
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a greater, Re ard tothe pi itnal Con- 
—— ofitheir 'ChHldren, es | 
of their Mimi and to thoſe 1 4 
Capacities, hich were made for God, 
than to conſent; that they mould be 
fled with impure Ideas and incite- 
ments to Exilꝭ or to allow, that they 
ſhou'd' imbibera- Spirit and Alarm 
directly contrary to thoſe of that 
holy Religion into Which they were: 
baptized. imen, 

&. XXVII. bu to'prefs the matter. 
a little more Home; let all pious and! 
wer Per ſons im partially examine and 
onſider, 'firſt;- whether the Aler bod. 
now commonly: «/ed\ in Chriſtian” 
Schools for inſtructing the Vouth in! 
the learned ages; I mean, 1 
ing the impure heathen Autimt very 
arly into their Hands, and obligi ging 
them to read and len them with Di- 
igence"and Care, be not, in a great 
Meaſure, a counter minin ofrharwhich 
sone of the Deſign * Chriſtianity 
namely, the We Papainifn 2 
For my own part, Þ do with Confi«\ 
lence: aver, that they are. And? — 
Rea ſon is; becnuſo tho? the grofftr Ins: 


u- wer of Faganiſm do no longe rob. 


tain 


thors. Ves, to be ſure; for they had; 
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tain among us, yet if ſuch ene 
taken as ſeuve naturally ta propagate 
and preſervo theoSpdit. a 
the Vicer and 1 tierof it, then 2 
good Part of thoſe things that were 
molt efſential to Paganiſm; and maſt 
abominuble in it, are ſtill retain'd. 
Nom I: verily believe; that- 'to. oblige 
the xngnarded Vouth, that is, While 
ar ae nüt yet fol idly eſtabliſhed i in 
the Chriſtian Faith and Practice, nor 
conſequently provided with ſufficient . 
Arguments and Motives againſt whatY' 
is apt to ſeduce them; to oblige em, 
II ſay, with great and ſevere Applica- 
tion to peruſe the heathen Authors, is 
a very ſucceſsful Way to continue 
the unclean Spirit of Paganiſm among 
us; for when this ſort of Books be- 
comes their:continnal Tast; whem they 
daily converſe. with them, Warmen on 
them, pry into their Meaning, ger then 
by: heart, and repeat them frequently, 
it is not poſſible, I ſhou'd think, but 
that the profane Maxims, which are 
_ contain'd in them, muſt, by degrees, 
ſup into their Hearts, and tale root 
there. This will appear the more 
credible, if we conſider, that as the 


Books or | Speeches which were written 
or 
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or delivered by the Inſpiration of the 


holy Spirit of God, are his Yehicles 
by which he conveys his ſacred Influ- 


ences into well-diſpoſed Minds So 


likewiſe the polluted Writings and 
Diſcourſes of the Pagans, compoſed 
no doubt by the Inpulſe of Satan, are 
Vehicles to that wicked Spirit, where- 
by he can eaſily inſinuate himſelf into 
the Hearts, eſpecially: of young and 
unmary Peruſers, and by his diablical | 


Impreſſions, awaken. and improve 
their natural Corruption, pervert and 


deprave their Minds, and beget in 
them ſuch vitious Habits, as cannot, 
without much Trouble, be rooted out 
Pe EW 1 8 

% XXIX. Another Particular, which 
[ apprehend is worthy of a ſerious 
Examination, is, whetber the preſent 
Praftice of Chriſtian Schools, with re- 
gard to the impure Pagan Authors, 
does not tend to the betraying of 
the Youth into a Violation of their 


obliged to renounce the Devil, and all 
his Works, the Pomps and Vanities of 
this wicked World, and all the ſinful 


Luſts of the Fleſh. This Vow is ſo 
very ſacred, ſo inviolably binding, ang 


r 
of ſuch tremendous Conſequence, that, 
as on the one Hand, all the pious Arts 
imaginable ought to be made uſe of 
to imprint and preſerve on the Minds 
of the Youth a deep and tender Senſe 
of its Obligations ; ſo on the other, we 
are to be infinitely careful, that we do 
not offend any of theſe little ones, put a 
ſtumbling Block in their way, or by our 
ill Conduct impoſe any Tasks on 
them, the Performance of © which 
cannot conſiſt with being faithful to 
their ſolemn Engagements. I have 
already intimated, and I think, not 
without. good Grounds, that obſcene 
and impious Poems, ſuch as thoſe of 
the Pagans generally were, ought to 
be rank'd amongſt. the Works of the 
Devil, as proceeding from the pecu- 
liar Energy or Afflatus of that Spirit 
which worketh in the Children of Diſ- 
bbedience, and calculated, by means of 
; ſome catching agreeable Turns that 
= are in them, to enſnare the Youth, to 
anjpire them with the Love of Yanity, 
and to inſlame their Luſts. And if 
they are not only allowed, but even 
enjoined to read, and to converſe fa- 
miliarly and frequently. with Com- 
poſures of this kind, their corrupt Na- 


tue 
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ture will readily. find in them what 
will pirafenglyientertain and gratifie its 

depraved Tuclinations; and it will 
ſoon appear whoſe Mo. they are, by 
the accurſed Fruits which they will 
produce fer chore ix no fort of vi- 
150us\ Impuritivs, hut theſe pv, A- 
'thors wille faraiſn prop ouriſh- 
ment to mnintain und incteaſt. And 
— — the Youoh an ne- 
1 Libeny to peraſe Bboks of 


-this — 7 — may idt 
be, — im torde * Not, 
wo fully wb horny! che Wonterns df 
- their s; And tolead them ihto 


4 — and” TR oy 
conttary to the Obligations of Baptiſm, 
let the ſeriur und candid Reader 
judge. It is the Remark of & ave; 
and learned Rurhor, (a) (Thar the 
prime Aſpett H whe ſevernt Parts of the 
Vow of hap tim, is in 'Referente' tothe 
Practites ey the Heathen, which were un- 
c iet ly therein enounced, at —— 
Circumciſion among the Jer If 
be ſo, as tadeed: there is no Reaſon to 
| doubt, of: Oey then 1 mot opa, that * 
5 e 2355) 2 Ado 
a abs axad LD 

1 ( — Pratt. Selen. 
4 448. Edit. VI. 
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do not underſtand, how it can be 
truly ſaid, that either we . renounce 
thoſe Practices our ſelves, or teach 
our Children to renounce them, accord- 
ing to our indiſpenſable Duty, when 
we conſent, and even deſire, that the 
impious Books, in which the vie Pra- 
Aices of Paganiſm; aretcontain'd and 
recommended, ſhoy'd inſtruct their 
younger Years, and give the firſt Tin- 
ure to their tender and un in formed 
Hearts. For to act after this man- 
ner, looks rather like an Invitarion to 
the Love and Eſteem of them, than a 
Diſſwaſive from them; and ſeems 
plainly enough to intimate, that the 
Learning and Inſtruttions which are 
fetched from ſuch impure Originals, 
are very waluable things in themſelves, 
and very proper to be amongſt the fir 
_ Ingredients of a Chriſtian Education. 
But theſe Fancies are ſo very abſurd, 
that I ſhall not need to take any fur- 
. ther. Pains to diſ prove them. Where- 
a proceed to 
S. XXX. A Third Deren which, 
in my Opinion, alſo deſerves ſerious 
- Conſideration, is this; whether the 
Conduct, which we have under Exami- 
nation, be not highly: prejudicial » 
227 I n te 
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the Youth, in regard that it viſibly 


tends to; Aebaſe and pervert their more 


noble Faculties, turning them from 
thoſe bleſſed: Objects for which they 
"defign'd, and fing 
them on ſuch as are either vain, tri- 
flag and uſeleſs, or falſe, abſurd and 
impure; their more excellent Capa- 
cities made and intended to be the 


Temples in which God ſhould' dweR, 
filing them with his luminous Pre- 


ſence and diuine Joys; theſe Capaci- 
ties, I ſay, according to the Meaſures 
now commonly taken, are very early, 


and in the firſt Place, filled with the 


polluting Infuſions of Paganiſm. The 
* 7 with Falſe- 
hood, Abſurdity, and extravagant Ficti- 


ont, the Imagination ſullied with baſe 


and unholy Repreſentations, and the 
Memory ſtuffed with a great many 
chings, which are either very wy af 
table or very burtful. 

It will be: alledg'd, I know, that 
there are in the Writings of the 
Heathen Poets ſome very happy Pe- 


rods, "uſeful Sayings, and witty Expreſ- 
fark: and-that- theſe are very proper 


to ſeaſon the Minds of the Y outh, to 


entertain their 2 and to 


ſtore 


en 


"ops An ESS AT 
=. fore their AMembry.. In hx to 
which, tis own'd, that there are 
Paſſages of this Character to be met 
with nom and then in them. But 
then h aflirm, dhat they are intenwauen | 
and inter mist with ſot much Rilthi- 
neſs; and Corrintron, that one muſt. 
3 great deal: of Dirt 
be fure he can come at them. And, in 
my humble Opinian, it were fan bet- 
ter, that this ſort off Heriods, if they" 
are, thaught ſo: vulilabla, 2 
pio d out, ande laid before the Youth. 
by themſelves, as has been done ab 
ready (a) in a good Meafare by; ſevers- 
ab Hands, rather than hazard: ' the gon 
Motals, and the Purity af their: 
by ohliging, or even allowing them! 
to learn and read promiſcuouſly: ſuch. 
impure Writings,” from whence. yet 
thoſe Paſſages being ſelected, may be. 
more ſafely Pperuſed _ the ingenious 
' Youth. 23 3360 | 
S XXX1L; If it — further orged, 
that the Dangers, ſaid to attend in- 
. the un pry N in. the 
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Pazan Authors, ſeem to be imaginary 


upon Chriſtian Education. 79 


only, in regard that many, who, ac- 


cording to the common Method, have | 


learned and pernſed them in their 
younger Years, have notwithſtanding 


proved Perſons of eminent Sanctity and 


Good neſs. which ſhould ſhow that the 


early Peruſal of this ſort of Authors can- 


not be ſo diſadvantageous to the ſpiri- 
tual Concerns of the Youth as is pre- 
tended. I ſuppoſe the Vanity of this 
Argument will be evident, 1. if things 
be conſidered as they are in them- 


ſelves, and in their natural Tendencies. 
7 


For it is certain, end, I think, I hwe 
proved, that the early and often Per- 
uſal of the Writings under Conſt- 


deration is as effeQual a way as can 


be for conveying the Spirit and Alar- 
in of Paganiſm into our Minds. And 
though it-has not the ſame Effect up- 
on al}, yet it does not follow, either 


that the Thing is not very dangerous 
in it ſelf, or that the Da# 


or tharthe Danger dfit Gogh 
not to be guarded againſt. Tis very 
poſlible, that ſome may travel thro? 
Countreys and Places, where the 
Plague rages, and yet not be infected 
with it. But however, it will not 


To 
< 


de ſife for all to. try the Experiment. 
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2. I think that the Remark, on which 
the Reaſoning is founded, will hold as 
well the other way; for may we not 
with equal Truth, or Certainty at leaſt, 
affirm, that many, who were taught 
the Pagan Authors, have, by a too 
familiar and delightful Converſe with 
them, from their younger Years, ſo 
vitiated their Palates, that they can 
reliſh nothing /olid and ſerious? And 
the Seeds of Irreligion and  Impurity, 
which, by this Conduct, have been 
ſown in their Hearts, while young and 
flexible, have not fail'd to bring forth 
a plentiful Harveſt of the hateſulleſt 
Vices and Immoralities, And whe- 
ther the Deiſm and the Atheiſm, and 
that ſcandalous Contempt of divine 
things, which at preſent prevail, be 

not in part owing to it, the candid 

aud the ſerious have Leave to deter- 
mine. 5. It is acknowledged, that 
when any of the Youth are ſo happy 
as to be under the Care and Inſpection 
of truly religious Parents and laſtru- 
Qors, Who make it their Buſineſs, as 
early as poſſibly they can, to acquaint 
thoſe under their Charge with the 
Principles, and to train them up in the 
Practice, of Chriſtianity , and when 4d 

1 | 5 | the 
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the divine Grace accompanying thoſe 
pious Endeavour, the Love of God is 
kindled in their / Hearts, Which diſ- 
poſes thoſe in whom it is to have a 
great Diſtite and Averſion to what- 
ever wou'd tend to ſuppreſs that ſa- 

cred Flame; it is acknowledged, that - 
they, who are in theſe Circumſtances; 
may peruſe the heathen Authors more 
innocentiy and: with leſs Danger than 
others. For It is certain, that as they 
will never be inclined to ſpend too 
much time upon them, and much leſs 
to make them their darling Books; ſo 
what they read, will make quite o- 
ther Impreſſiums upon them, chan it 
wou:d- make on thoſe who have been 
bred up under the contrary. Diſad- 
vantages. Thus for Inſtance, if they 
chance (fox it is never their Choice) 

to peruſe any of the impure Paſſages 
that are in them, they do it with Al. 
horrence and Deteſtation. Or, if they 
look into the Stories about their 
Gods, and the abominable Superſtitions. 
with which they were worſhipped; as 
on the one Hand, it excitet them to 
pity the Nations that ft in Darkneſs, 
akd to f ray that the Sun of Righteouſ- 
eſs may ariſe upon tlem; and diſpel 


N 
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their Clouds of Igaorance ; fo. ante 7 
other, id prompts them to adere aud 
praiſe, thei diviuei Burn y fon that they 
themſelues enjoy the gloniaus Ad van. 
tages of the Goſpel. 4. Lihall. only: 
add. that . in the leaſt doubt; 
but that all thoſe, who; after having 
eagerly. and delightfully applied them 
ſelves: tqothe Persſal of- the im, 
Pagan Authors, in the Days of their 
Youth, have become truly ſeriout and 
devout, have been and are deep/y.ſen-./ 
ſible, how: highly prejudicial this Ap- 
plication - proved to; their ſpirermab” 


Concern): And no doubt they haves 


penitentiy confeſs de and: bewailll iti 
as a conſiderable Inſtance of the Fol. 
lies and e , of eee 
Years. r 
_ XXVXIII. But there is yet: one 
Particulan more, which lu humbly of. 
fer to be impartially diſcuſſed; and it 
ist this: Whether: the preſent Conduct of 
Criſtian Schools, with: regard to the in. 
pure Pagan Authors; be not viſibiy 4. 
Ne proachito the Chyiſtian Cbunch, andto' 
that holy Religion which ſhe teaches. Hor, 
ia my Opision, it fcems plainly e 
nough to intimate two things. 1. 
That the Church cannot within qr 


«upon "Chrifti an Edheation. 8 1 

ſelf furniſn a Safficiency of proper Alu- 
terials; for cultivating the younger 

Vears of her Children, but muſt, in 

order to ſupply tbit want, go and 
borrow from the Heathen Writers. 
And 2. That the. Chriſtian*Writings are 
not fit to be the chief, much: leſs: the? 
„ort Books we ſnou'd make uſe of to: 
give the fi Bias to- the Minds off 
tde Youth ; but that the Pagan muſt; 
be the leading Authors, aud ſixed on 
asveryqꝙroper to dra the fr} Srrokes: 
of a Chriſtiaa Rducation. How unrea- 
ſonahle and Hurd ſoever ſuch Sugge- 
„ ſtioas may at hoſt appear to be; and 
1 tho they ave iniurious to the Chriſtians 
Doctrine, and diſhonourable to the 
Church of God, yet they are plainly the 
commanly taken. But Why ſhoy'd 
2 any: ſuch» Methods be taken? Why 
ſhoud Paganiſm be complemented at 
. this rate? Are we under a Negeſſie / 
of doing it:? Not at all 3 for doth not: 
the; Chriſtian Church abound with Ha- 
/ riety of the choiceſt Writings ?-Hathi 
| ſhe not the noble and valuabie Minu- 
1 ments of ber Martyrs, Confeſſors, and 
Apologiſts 2˙ Hath ſhe not her : Peers 
her Orutars, and Hiſteriams t:? Jie 

44. | | 1 Lives 


— 


r 
4 15 her Saints, and her familiar 
Epiſtles, much more nobly entertain- 
ing than Plutarch or Cicero, and all 
perfectly well calculated, not only to 
acquaint the Youth with the Purity of 
the learned Languages, but alſo, which 
is infinitely the. greater Advantage, 
to errich their Minds with the Know- 
ledge of the moſt excellent Objects, and 
to beget pious and virtuous Diſpoſitions 
in their Hearts > Why ſhould we then 
ſead them abroad 85 the Pools or 
Streams of Gentiliſin, and oblige em 
to drink in thoſe muddy and empoi- 
ſoned Waters, when we have Store of 
pure and ſalutary Fountains: provided 
for them at home? Are the Writ. 
ings of Pagans more proper to give 
the fi-/f Seaſoning to their Minds, than 
the Writings of- Chriſtians? Indeed 
if we intend that our Children ſhoy'd 
be Votaries of the Pagan Deities, of 
Venus, and Cupid, and the reſt z why 
ſhould we not initiate them into their 
pe and abominable Myſteries? But 
if we refolve, that, according to 
their Baptiſmal Vows,» they ſhould be 
Followers: e "the Las of God, their 
Education muſt be ſuitable, and the 
eri of the Goſpel muſt make 
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the firſt. Imppreſſtons on their Hearts. 
Wherefore the Books which teach 
and recommend that holy Doctrine 
ought. to be their early Guides and 
Monitors, and to continue ſo, at leaſt 
until they are ſolidly eſtabliſhed in it. 
And certainly to put Books of a. 
quite contrary Character in their Hands, 
is to give them Stones for Bread, and 
Serpents inſtead of F ſbe. 
8. XXXIV. But what can be more 
ſurprizing, than to find the Chriſt ian 
Books ſo far diſcarded, that very few, 
if any of them, are to he found in our 
Grammar- Schools? The Pagan Writ-: 


ings abound there, and are to be 


bought every where, while the 
former (tho' as proper to be uſed at 
leaſt) are ſo very ſcarce, that tho? 
one ſhould be inclined to teach them, 
they are hardly to be bought. But 
whence this Diſreſpect, which is put 

upon them even within the Boſom 
of the Church, ſnou'd proceed, may 
very juſtly ſeem unaccountable; for 
one need not ſcruple to ſay, that. Non - i 
nuss metrical Paraphraſe of the Go- 
ſpel of St. John, for inſtance, is infi- 
nitely more fit to be put into the 


Hands of Chriſtian Youth, than He- 


mer's 
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| ro and: A. 
tdan any part of the Writings! of 


blaſphemons Lucian. And certainly 


— 


hes very elegant and polite Orations 


cf. Ifuretus; may be uſeful. to the Chri- 
ſtian Vouth upon ſeveral: Accounts; 
And why: ſhould not the excellent 
Poems: of Prudent ius; thoſe of Nazi. 
anren, Rulingeni ur, Sedulius, and the 


 Ingenious ones of Textor, together 


with ar great many more both of an- 
cent and mollern Chriſtian Poets, par- 


ti cularby the ſeveral elegane: N= (a) 


Verſtons of the! Riu ums of! David; as. 
alſo: the nolib Greek Paraphraſeiof the 
ſame divine Book, done! inc heroick 


Verſe by the celebrated Apollinarins, 


"king: of NP and 1 (b) 
1 ori- 
e ee — Did e 

1'(a) I nean un tboſeconlythat mere made! by 
Buchanan, J»boſton, and Be za z bur othars ala 
ſa-dane by Men of other. Nations, ſome whe-cof 
I. have ſeen, but canngt. call en the Au- 
c ors Names. 

(by ben Julian the Apaſtate had by bis 
Edi d barred t he Chriſtians from all Opportu- 
nieios of atiaining the Greeian Vearning; this 

pious and learned Preiate,. who, among ft his. 
c#5er eminent Qualities; had: a 1 [Dix 
. and Nadin Ii in. Verkilying, did at lis 


Fun- 


N * 


rins's Homilies; 
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upon Chriſtian Edacat ion. ye 
originally (for the Benefit of: the Chri- 
ſtiam Vouth: Why ſhoo?d- nov; 1-fay; - 
the Poems of ſuch eminent and: learn 
ed Chriſtia as, at leaſt in | Chriſtian: 
Schools, be preferred before thoſe of 
Ouid, Horace, o Muti al; before He 
ſiod,, Or Throcritus, or any. other ofithe 
Pagani Wiriners ? p The former are 
pays and cedifyiog),: ſroredc with abun- 
dance of? lege and heavenly Truths, 
and capable both of: def, the 
Miads; and of begetting pious! Diſpo»- 
ſitions ind the Hearts“ of: the. Vouth ;. 
whereas the latter ate witf wonderfob | 
Archficei:caytriv'd tende, Rents 
and Ae e chem 9100 0617 halt 

. XXXV1. I mapwenture, ba 
with ſome Confidence to ſay, that the 

Thoug hts:which have here deltver- 
ed, about thching! the impure: Pegan | 
Authorscin NES ang arg not 


8 vas, 1 a Wr. ie pe-. 


en ond. in Favour: ** bes heiden , 
Huth turnt he ancient · Hiſtories of the. . | 
Bibks, and the Palms 0 Daxid, inge elggut 
a e the Si ile and 

met; by which Means they were gd with 
fta En, of a more excellent Strain, than 
any they culu meet with” in the Pogen Pocts- 
And whit 4 Pit) ii it, tbatithis Books. ſhould 
br /o little uſed in Chriſtian Schools! 
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,  - peculiar to me, they are, I doubt not, ; 

the Sentiments of moſt, or all that « 

have made any ſerious Reflexions on 

the Matter; and I am well pleaſed to l « 

find, that — have the Suffrage of a2 
Reverend and Lrarned Author, in a 
Treatiſe, written not many Vears ago 

in very elegant Latin, (a) and with a." i « 

* pious Deſign of exciting dhe Youth: e«.'il 
{ ſpecially, to join ſerious; Piety and 
CFervent Devotion to their ther Stu- 
| dies. He lets us ſee, by Variety. of- 
| Inſtances, that Men maß bei ver, 
earned, and yet very impiaums He 
conſiders. firſt thoſe among the Gπ “ i 1 

tiles that bore the Character of Leari- I | 
7 

C 

˖ 

a 

7 

| 

| 

( 

| 


ing; and beginaing with their Poets 

he affirms. of their Writings; ( That 
© how bully and velaminous: ſoever 
they may be, yet if we ſhould ex - 
£c. © ;punge. out of theme hat itheyoſay- 
* concerning the Adulteries, Murthers, 
« Jarrings, Rapines, and other horrible 
6 + Vilanie of their Gods; the Lies, 
ure | Amours, Cruelty, Ambition, 

<< a. Tyranny of the Men, which they 
ſet UWA. 4 Tor Patterns to be wr 

de 3 
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ted and in fine, the deteſtable Cert- 
© monies of their idolatrous Worſhip, 
the Remainder might be contain'd' - 
© in very . narrow Bounds. Theſe fa- 


I © mous Authors, ſays he, being acted 


© by a poetical Fury, that is, by the Im- 
© pulſe of the Devil, have, with great 
Exact neſs and Art, but without Mo- 
deſty and Shame, ſo deciphered the 
© blackeſt Villanies and Luſts, that they 
© leave ſuch catching Sparks on the 
© Minds of the Readers, as are apt 

enough to inflame them with the 
like abominable [nclinations..* And 
having quoted a Paſſage of Tully, 
which informs us what Sentiments he 
had of the Poets ; namely, That they: 
render the Minds of Men effeminate, 
that omnes nervos. virtutis elidunt, they 

cruſh and defeat all the Powers of Vir- 
tue; that Plato wou'd not aſlow them 
any Room in his Common- Wealth; 
and that the Romans were much to be 
blamed for allowing their Children to 
learn them in their younger Years. 


Our learned Author afterwards adds 


theſe remarkable Words: (a) Since 
e 5 - 2 the 


8 
2 
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la) Cum autem meliores Ethnici, putida 


ul, ac flagitioſa poetarum ſcripta, à bonis 


cmni- 


— 


more afteniſh o 
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6. the better ſort. of Heathens have de- 
termin d, that the aaf & meſchie vous 


1 Writings of the Poets ought to be 


© kept at the greateſt Diſtance from 
© all the virtuous, both yourg and old, 
c tis hard: to . whether it ; ſhou'd- 
ict us, that the 
r ' Chriſtian Youth ſhow'd be inſtructed 

*in them, and that very often pro- 


«< miſcuouſly, & without ſeparating. the 


Clean from the Unclean· Thus he. 

8. NXXVI. Before 1 diſmiſs this 
part of my Doſign,. I beg Leave only 
to add, that it were much to be wiſh- 


ed, that publ ici Authority would in- 


terpoſe in a Concern of ſo great Mo- 


ment, and f on ſome learned, pions 


and: judicious Men, well acquainted 
with the-Chriftian Authors, to whom it 
might be aſſigned as their Province, 
r. Qut of the great Variety of excel- 


lent Books with which! the Chriſtian | 
WY Bee r 10 ee dehchen 


of 


cab tum viris tum fueris, ab am in- 
danda eſſe cenſuerim, jiſdem nihil ominus 
imbui Cheiſftianam juventutem, idque nen 
raro fine ulla caſtratione utrum magis fit 
mirandum,, an dolendum, haud dixero. 
(a) Ind that Arator, a- Deacon. or Sub- 


deacon: at Rome, did, in the Tim: of the Em- 
Opera 


ws 
4 
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of thoſe that are-fitteſt and maſt pro- 


per to be taught. in aur Schools, for 
joſtructing the Tenth, both. in the. 


larned Chriſtian: Biety at 
ce. .. e vid d be chonght con. 
repient, * of, the Pagan. Books; 
be ſtill, retain'd, tor pick. ont the molt. 
cheſt and. uſefwl of them; ſuch as 
for Inſtance, Epittetus, Phocilides, E- 
ſox's, Fables, ſome Paſſages of Plato, 
and athers of, a like. fart... kat in-the. 
mean. time, ſo to order it, that the 
impure, Authors de entirely turned 
out.of. aur Schools ter the maſt. va 
lughls Paſſages, even in them, if it 
Nouldr/be; iadggd any way beneficial. 
ta retaiq tf m. were cellefted by way.; 
of Elores. 3, Ho give the Youth, in ſome 
Juſt Treatiſe, compoſed for that End, 
a, 40d. ious View of the N 
Chriſtian Anti guities; which, 1 14 


| ws Conceive, it is Rae er they 


be acquaihted with, at FREY. 
* dete to enter ane ſe of. 
. [1 6096682 


peror. ET . an#pu 15 a. Nt 
Paraphraſe of the Acts 2 156 oly Apoſtles in. 
Latin Hexameters:” T cannot give any Chara 
er of the Bok, having only ſeen ſome Paſſages 
of rr 1 tho I N it is Ny 


tant. 
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Greece and Rome. The Advanta 


of this would be very great; for how 
much more agreeable would it be to 
hear a Child repeat with Underſtand: 


ing theſe Verſes, of (a) Lactuntius, for 


inttauce, which inform bim of the 
ancient Cuſtom uſed at Baptifm, and 
may have Aa ae Influence an 


him 1 
\ ce 


Rex Se ecce eras Bi ads ent tro. 
Cum puras animas ſacra {Wes beant. 
Candidus egreditur nitidivexercitns undis, 
. Argue * verus vit tum Tz in. aun no- 


(vo, 
than to hear” h im ſay, 66 critically ex. 


plain whole Books of either 0914 ot 


Horace! 4. To adorn with Notes ſuch 
ot the cli Authors as ſhall be 


fixed on; for ſince the Pagan Writings 


are honoured with Variety of Cum. 
ments, it is but juſt that ſome, animas 
ed with Zeal for God, and the E 
of Souls, ſhould treat the Chriſtian af. 


ter the ſame manner, and give them 


all the Advantages that may be, for” 
the more ſucce sful inſtructing of the 
younger, ſor. A ek HR Pro- 

Poſals 


a © I: 
Cf 
* 


— f— on — — 


( 4) Lat. Dos in rere, Don. 
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bo 


ed, all hat 


9 Virtues to their Scholars, agreeably 
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poſals with all humble Submiſſion and 
due Regard. to the judgment of 
others, without. aſſuming to my ſelf 


in the leaſt any Liberty to didate; 
tho' in the mean time, 1 am perfect- 
ly well! ſatisfied, as, I am per ſuad- 
think impartially. are, 
that. the, ings of our holy Keligion 
ought not only to have the FA jun 
of all other Oops whatſoever, in 
Chriſtian Schools; but alſo to be urged 
and inculcated with greater Care and 
more canſt ant Endeavour; and that 
nothing ſhould be taught there, which 
has any Tendency to ſubvert the Inter- 
eſt of Piety and Virtue, or that may 
be a fatal miſimproving of precious 


Time. And it is very deſirable, that 


our learned School - Maſters and Tutors 
would imitate. that wiſe and pious 
Method of ſome faithful Inſtructors 
of Youth, who have made it a com- 
mon Pradtice, when they met with 
any Paſſage either in Tuly's Orations, 


or any other School-Book, that ſa- 


vourd. too much of unjuſt Policy, 
and baſe ſelfiſh Craft, to ſhew the 
Turpitude and Impiety of ſuch bad 
Principles, and recommend the con- 


to 
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"to OY Fol of our Saviour and 
| "kt * Apoftles.. And when they Heh: 

on bees C c>odorſiblimemoret Thong 
by Tally in his Offices, or by 

"fk or any örher Writer in fome 

other Diſtoutſe; the 7 ted 70 let 

their Scholars know, 1at thus far the 

Ventile Religion could fend Its Votaries; 

and where that ſtops, 'Ch#iNiz»7ry goes 

on to 2514 us how to live a 1a 
ral, that is, a pious Life, guided 

aud intiuenced by Kir Gen 18 d 

Ave, and the we vf tie Xe 
which oblige us to think, ; Teak 
aft from a y fe usb Peet 
that is, ſo td love GOD above all 
"things, and dur Neighbour as on: 
ſelves, that we may conſtantl. deſire 
and endeavour to onfe! d, and to 
promeee, the temporal and exernal 
appinefs of all Men, to the very 
-utmol of our Power. If School-Mi 
ſters and Turors would: be plea ſed t 
dd thus upon all Occaſions that mij 
offer, in the Res ing of fuch Authots 
in their Schools, or with their Pupils, 
it would manifeſtly tend to*the'Hv- 
nour of God, the Good of their Au- 
ditors, their own Comfort, and the 


Weltzee of the Church. 
ks xXXXII 
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are obliged, late and early, Night and 
much Solemnity and Earnefneſs, but 


ry and important; and. that nothing 
elſe is to be put in the Balances wit, 


upon Chriſtian Education. q 

F. XXXIX. But oh the unſpealable 
Prejudice and Hurt, that muſt in fal- 
libly redound to the Youth by a con- 
trary way of Procedure! To ſhuffle 
out the only aereſſary and moſt im- 
port ant Concerns, the Concerns of 
their Souls and their Salvation, from 
having any Share of their Time and 
Pains, and to educate them ſo as to 

make them believe, that the Attain- 
ment Of Languages and Learning is the 
very Scape and End of their Creation, 
and that they are not ca pable of aabler 

Endowments. What other Conſtruction 
can they, poor Hearts, put on the ffridt 
Inj unct ions that are-given them to ply 
their Books, the conſtant Attendanct 
the Severities wherewith their Negli- 
gence is puniſhed, and the continual 
Applicarion of Thought, to which they 


Day? What can they think, ſince no 
other thing is urged on them with ſo 


that theſe things, that are ſo recom- 
mended to them, are the moſt neceſla- 


them? And what is all this, but de- 
5 plüwKorabl7 


rng 6 
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plorably to miſmanage their Educati- 
on? How infinitely more reaſonable 
in it ſelf, as well as more profitable 
to the Youth, would it be, to em- 
ploy ſome juſt Proportions of their time, 
in treating with them about ſerous 
Matters; in ſetting before them the 
Beauties and Excellencies of Religion; 
giving them trut Notions of it, and 
guarding them againſt Immorality and 
Vice; acquaintingthem with theirSouls, 
with the Happineſs that is de ſign'd for 
them, and with the ways that lead to 


them the glorious Advantages and un- 
ſpeakable Comforts of a pious and de- 
vout Life! How wnaccountable is it, 
that in Places where Education is pre- 
tended to be the main Deſign, theſe 
things are not more inſiſted on; nay, 
that they are not made the great and 
chief Employment, both of Maſter: 
and Scholars! Why ſhould not other 
things come in rather by way of Re- 
creation and Divertiſement, than as 
the principal Scope and Mark at which 
W- their Studies and Endeavours ſhould 
is be levell'd? Is it not a Subverſion of 
the Deſigns of God, an acting contra- 
ry to the Spiric- and Dignity of Reli- 
1 gion, 


it; and, in fine, repreſenting unto I. 


gion, and the true. » bmg of Souls, 


when matters are otherwiſe order'd ? 
Will humane Learning advance a. whit 
the leſs proſperonſly; or the Youth incur 
any. Prejudice, that the things of 
God and Eternity have the Precedency, 
and even the choiceſt Portions of their 
Time and Thoughts ? Is not this the 


way to ſanttiße their Studies, and fo 
render them ſobdly learned? Which 


are the more noble Arcompli ſamenti; to 


have the Soul adorned. with: early Pi- 
ety and Devotion, and with the ſeveral 


- Chriſtian Graces ;, or to be an expert 
Grammarian, Khetori 1075 Logici an, or 


whatever elſe you plea e? What is 
it that moſt efeQually improves the 
Mind, and ernobles its Faculties and 
Powers; to be excited and directed 
betimes to the Deſire, Love and Con- 
templation of God, that infinitely 
amiable Being, the Original and the 
End, the Father of Spirits, and the 
Fountain of Happineſs ; z or to che De- 


fre and Love of Sciences, very often 


falſty ſo called, and the Contemplation of. 


Lines and Figures, Circles and Trian- 
gles, Numbers and their Proportions, 
and other the like lean and ſhadowy 


. ns * rather puff up, than 
E TED _ gire | 


8 7 
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give aid and rea Satisfaon t. to the 
Soul? And is it not moſt 'equitable, 
that as the former, being the more ex 
cellent and valuable things,” deſerve 
to have the Preenrinence in theit Aﬀes 
ctions; ſo they ſhould have the pn. 
and Firſt- Fruits; 3 yea; agd the lan 
Share of their Time and Thou 5 
lotted them? It is left to 10 an- 
did and ſerions to determine; whether 
there be any juſt- Ground for ſuch 
15 >ſtnlations: 5 theſe, or not I with 
with all my Heart that wers müſtak: 
Fri and that things Went dtheryriſd 
than 1 have. repreſented t then 


FS. XL. In the mean 6 dt 0 1 
think, evident to à Demonſt ration 


” OY 


$2 ® 


that you cannot 133 diſcharge 
| faftbflty the grem Thaſt cotmmirted 
to yon, not juſly hope, to de ubde to 


5 5 for it with Foy at! the great 
Day, if yon do not tô the beſt of your 
Skil, and with the greateſt —_ 
Dili ence that is poſſible fot” | 
Up —Four- clers tp rm tHEVdarh: 
corHing to the A. eg 
To d this is, ichwet doubt, the 
rear Defign of the Sturion yow are H. 

e other things are but ſubdydinate 


| Thel Lou are indeed, by virtue of 


your 
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your Function, obliged to inſtru& the 
Youth under your Inſpection in the 
Languages, and ſuch: other things as 
may -qualifie\ them for being ſeſul 
Members of the Common wealth. 
But cy you PRE byes that an 
tager Proſecution of theſe le things 

rack engrofs your Time and Paine, 
to the Prejudice and Diſadvantage of 
the more excellear and more neceſſury 
Conceras. Vou ſhould remember, as 
hath been already intimated, that they 
are den d to he Citizens of another 
World; and there fore that your prin- 
cipal Study muſt be, how to fit them 
for the Enploys of that bleſſed State. 


This is that noble and worthy End 


you ſhould propoſe to your ſel ves in 
their Education, and at which all 
your. Endeavours ſhould more eſpeci- 
ally. aim. And that you may happi- 
ly attain to it, as you onght your 
ſelves - to be wel infkrutted in, and 
have a deep and ſerious Senſe of, the 
great things of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, ſo: you muſt take Paias to convey 
them into the Hearts of the Youth : 
You muſt; for Inſtance, with Zeal 
and Affection, and humble Depen- 
dance on the Influences and W 
„ - WI. o. 
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of divine Grace, begin early te 


aucquaint them with their Redeemer, 


him crucified : You mult. ſet before 


them the Example of his holy Life, 
his Croſs, his Sufferings and Death, 
and ſeriouſly recommend: Conformity 


to him in all theſe things: You muſt 
train them up in the Love of Self-des 
nial, Contempt of the World, and Re- 
ſignation to the Will of God, and care- 
fully repreſent unto them the Excel- 


lency, Delightfulneſs and Neceſſity 
of theſe Practices. Von mult inforn 


them of the ſtrait Gate and narrow 


MU; that is, the Way of the Croſs, 
of Sufferings, ana Mortification ; and 
make them ſenſible that it is a lovely 


Way, a Way that is full of Pleaſure 
and Peace, and that leads infallibly 
unto Life eternal: Vou muſt ' ſolidly 


cConvince them of the great Corruption 


and Degeneracy of humane Nature, 


and of the Neceſſity of the Spirit and 


Grace of Jeſus Chriſt, in order to en- 
lighten, purifie and heal the dark, un- 
clean and diſeas d Souls of Men: 
You muſt guard them againſt the 


Spirit and | Maxims, the Courſes and 


Prattices of the wicked World; and 


Care- | 


niſument; ſuch as their Condition is 
in this Life, wherein they muſt warch 


venly Country. Vou muſt, in fine, 


mortal and boſom Enemies, which they 


nate before they can be crow nd with 


him to be meek and lowly in Heart 


ſo they ſhall. find Reſt for their Souls. 
This. is, ia ſhort, to edocate the Youth 


upon Chriſtian Education. Tor 

carefully ſuppreſs in them the Love and 
Deſire of Baſe and Pleaſures, of Riches 
and Fulneſs, of Honour and Great- 
neſs, repreſenting them as very un- 
ſuitable to a State of Trial and Ba- 


and labour, run and wreſtle, fight and: 
frive, in order to recover their hea - 


liſparage and expoſe the corrupt Mo- 
tions and Inclinatiovs, the Luſts and 
Paſſions of depraved Nature, as their 


muſt reſolve to overcome and extermi+ 


the Glories of Eternity. In a Word. 
your Work is to make them Diſciples 
to the holy Jeſus, and to oblige them 
to trace the Footſteps of their dear Re: 
deemer; to conform to ſo divine a 
pattern in every. thing; to learn f 


and to take his Yoke upon them, an 


according to the Maxims of the Go. 
ſpel- And. theſe are the Meaſures 
which I have endeavoured to deduce 
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i length, for all that ſhall be incline 
to follow them. 
S8. XLI. But perhaps me mb! ima- 
gine, that I impoſe too much upon yon, 
and that I wed have you to invade 
the Paſtoral-· Offce; that it is the Pro- 
vince: of thof that are inveſted with 
it, to teach Divinity; and that for 
your Parts you have Tak enough in 
teaching the L HAg ec, and other Parts 
ef Learning, tho you he not burden d 
with the additional Charge of look- 
ing after Souls. To this it is an- 
— that tho' it be the peculiar 
Charge 'of Paſtors, to teach and re- 
commend the Truths and Duties of 
Religion; yet certainly to do fo, is in 
ſome ſort the Duty of all, as occaſi on 
offers, and they have Abilities for it. 
It is true, all are not to take upon 
themſelves publick and authoritative 
Teaching, that being reſerved for 
thoſe that are conſecrated and ſet 
apart for that End; yet ſince iuſtrutt- 
ne the Ignorant is one great Inſtance 
that Charity that is owing to the 
Souls of Men, I do not ſee how any 
ferious Chriſtian, that competently 
underſtands the Principles of his Re- 
ligion, can be excuſed from it. The 
F great 


» 


and todo; Juſtice and Judgment. A 


upon Chriſtian Education. ro· 


great A poſt le, in ſeveral Paſſages of 
his Epiſtles, egjoins all the Faithful 
(4) to teach aud admoniſh one another ;. 


to exhort one another. daily ( and to 


provoke to Loue and good Works: Yea, 
even the other Sea are not exempted 
from this Obligation: For the ſame 


Apoſtle expreſſy requires, (c) That 


the aged Women le Teachers: of go 
things, and particularly that bey in- 
ſtian Virtues chat belong to their Age 
and Station, that adorn their Sex, 


and recommend their holy Profeſſion. 


But beſides, there are ſome Relations, 
which indiſpenſabiy oblige to this. 
Thus; for inffance, Harents are obliged 


n to bring up their Children in the Nurs 


ture and. Admonitian of the Lord, Hus. 
bands are obliged to inſtruſmt their 


Woues and Mafters theit Servants. It 


was: Abrahan's gudod Character, and 


that for which God did eſpecially 
take Notibe of him, that (4) he com- 
mandru not only his Children, but bes 
Hou ſhold, 0 keep the M. as of the Lord, 
ne: 
2 * oof} 7 18 8 * | — A. a 5 ik 12 * 
la) Col, 3. 16. ( Heb. 3.13. (c) 
Tit. 2. 3, 4. (d), Cen. 18. 19. 
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his Servant Eliexer ga ve in diſcharging 
Dis Embaſie, when ſent to procure à 
Wife fot ano; in which we have not 
only à Proof that he had been religi- 
oufly educated, but alſo the bappy Con- 


to his Truſt. Now it would be very 


under no Engagement to inſtrud 
their Scholars in the Principles of 
Chriſtianity. Certainly the Relation 

that you have to the Youth is very 
cConſiderable; it gives you the greateſt 
Advantages and the faireſt Opportuni- 
ties imaginable to advance the Good 
of Souls; and not to make uſe of them 
for that End, would be an unpardon- 
able Neglect. Vour Scholars are com- 
monly put under your Conduct and In- 
ſpection when they are very young, when 


what Mould you will. Your Authority o- 
ver them is verygreat,and they ſtand ad in 
awe of it ; and when you manage it with 


\ 


accordingly we may obſerve what . 


ſequences of his being ſo; to wit, great. 
Fidelity and Diligence, and a pious De- 
pendance on the divine Condutt, in 
managing what had been committed 


ſtrange, if the Maſters of Schools were 


they are ductile and pliable, and many of 
them at leaſt are capable to be caſt into 
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upon Chrithen Elacution. oeß 
Prudence and oPuer ten, When, yon 
take care that it be bot ſour' d, 1 
render | frigh — and unacceptable by 
exceſſive Roughneſs and Severities, hut 
recommended by . Methods. of Love: 
and een, S iſſue out Whar 
Orders you 1 will meet 
with a chearfu Compliance ;and your. 
very Chaſtiſemente, when they begin 
to obſerve that they proceed from, 
Love, and that it is with Unwilling= 
neſs you-thus afflict them, will at laſt- 
be nieekly ſubmitted to, and they. 
will love yqu even, when you correct 
them, becauſe they ſee that it is not 
Humour or Paſſion that influences you 
in inſlicting thoſe Strokes, but a real 
Deſign to advance; their. Good, and: 
to preyent their, Miſcarrying. I know. 
that the Tempers of Children are veg. 
ry different, and that conſequently: 
different Met bod: muſt be Kg in 

eg with 7 But then l 4 
bild. iS gi. 
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 Mithis is confider'd, is it not v 

reaſonable, nay, is it not your indif- - 
penſable Duty, to employ the Advan- 
tapes, which the Relation you bear to 
the Youth furnifhes you withal, Chict- 
Iy in gaining them to the Lore 
God, and to'the Practices of Ref 
en? They are obliged to emen 5 
their Creator in the Days of their Touth; 
and how can — 25 4d fo, pnteſs they 
are taught that it is their Duty, and 
What it ape They contin © for 
feveril Tear under one «Care and 
Tuition; and. if they do hot fearn the 
Principles 'of Relfgion in that Space, a 
otth Ir Youth | is ſpent ve- 
ue No 1 e, * 2 
God, und a pro Mun Ignorance 
ofly- 'neceſlary > ad moſt e ede 
things ; ſome of them 3re at a'Diftanee 
from ehefr Parents, and fich as are 
gear them are oblige d o ive. you 
conſtant N 'That tho? 
7 1 the Wbner; but yon 
often as you. pale, 
3 Ibo wien them about the 722 
: "w_ 5 | You can ap ? 
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mote their Chriſtian Education; 


| have for improving them © in:-Good=- 


indeed I can ſcarcely: believe; 1 dare: 
1 that they will not think 


23 Loa ae” £4 %.*. A 1 — "Cd 5 c Ed 4 — * 


upon Chriſtiun Eura Heation. 10 
can call them to e an Aodount — LH 
their Ditss genrvz and © nire iutotheir 
755 can kno their Capaci= 
hs cording fo ſuit your In- 
firaftions. In a Word, yon can do; 
them a' Thouſand” good © Offices that 
none ele cn; for you. have many 
Hanthe * batch them by, and many 
Ways to ; 6 them, that others 
cannot Pretend to: And therefore 
what a Loſs would it be, if the notable: 
Advantages and Occaſions: which you 


neſs and Virtue fhonld not be directed 
to the Attaiument of ſo juſt iy valu- 
able an End; and in Compariſon: 
whereof all the Hour) Kindneſſes and: 
Services roh can do them are but off. 
rery 9151 Moment? 1 ER TONE 
II As f the paſtors 3c if any 
15 you ſhould be ſo weak 28 to make: 
uſe of {5 abſurd a Pretence, which 


our Gare to inſtruck the VLouthꝰ com- 

nitted to your Truſt in the Truths 
of the Chriſtian: Religion, and to- 
guide and exhort- * to- the Pra- 


eee 


aan 


22 


on their Funct ien; nay, on the contra- 
ry, I am very .confident, that they 
will not only highly approve. your Dili. 
gence, but alſo. heartily encourage it, 
aſſiſt you in it with their beſt Advices, 
and as often as they can, take the 
Task off your Hands; for they. know, 
that their Lord and Maſter, that 


great and chief Shepherd: of the Sheep, 
_ hath expreſly given ig. Commiſſion to 


(e) feed bis Lambs; in the Number 
whereof we ought not to doubt, but 
that the Children of Chriſtians are in- 


cluded. And therefore to be ſure 


— —— — —— —— 


they will not neglect to look aſter 


them; but, in Imitation of the great 
Shepherd, (J) they will gather them 


with their Arms, and carry them in their 


Boſoms; that is, they. will treat them 


with the greateſt . Tendernefs and 


Affection, and labour to advance 
them from the State of Babes in Chriſt, 
to that of perſef# Men, and that not 
by drily and tranſientiy propoſing a 


few Queſtions no and then, which 


their Heads; but by frequently and 
WEE en o 4.1 
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e. John 21. 15. (J) Ia. 40. 11. 
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ſeriouſly 2 age de their young 


Hearts, i in o 


them tothe 
Loye. of 


ſo that they are your Fe ow⸗ abour- 
ers. 17 this 9 27 Fg 10 Truth 
the Buſineſs of a riſtian Education 


being a Matter 94 | 1 Conſequence 


and Moment, God. hathTo ordex:d it in 
his good Providence, that W of 
different Stations and Charge? ers are * | 
gaged to, concern them ehves in 4d, 
vaucing, it. Paſtors —_ AL Gees ; 
fathers, and G od-mathers, \ hook 714 | 


and Teachers of all forts are. under i its 5 


diſpenſable Obligations to carry it on 
with al their Might. And it is well, 
if their vnited Endeguours., all be 

vicigws and, corrupt an "Age. 
as this, to ſecure the Ps Laie 
of Youth. .” 


C5 XIII. Your. Tak, 1 muſt; Wn, 
is very great, and full; of "Toit and. La 
dir z but. kiten. K is very. n 
and the Ide will, be lorious both to | 
your ſelves and to thoſe under your 
Care. It is certainly. a great Honour, 
that by your Pains and Endeavours 
ſo many of the Youth are fitted to 


Co 8 de⸗ | 


Oc 10 fervent Deſires af- | 
ter his Light and Grace, and to pions _. 
Reſolutions. of obeying his Precept 


and Sac on 
reater is it Mex: the & phe 
God makes uft of to ado n thetr An 
God the. Glories' of he othe be Ne 
to add to the MWinber of the Bl 05 
to auginent the Pee tant of the hee 
binly Feruſalem and to furniſh ſuch'as 
mall celebrate the Praiſes of God for 
erer? © dow vaſt a N 
what ſolick 'Pleafure - wilt you oh 
When your t{fcjenices tell ou, 
from à Printiple vpe to od,” ai 
ſintere © Fytentions to ad vance his Srati- 
OUS Deſogns, on Mankind, you have u- 
Fer! your beſt Bnddevours. and. a * 
Art ahd Stil yan were'Malters of, 0 
gain ra a Vibe, to Religion, and 
Feſtue füch of the precious Sul, for 
whom Chriſt Saad as. Were under 
your InſpeQion, trom the Slavery of 
Corruption and And and to adds 
them to become t he Soldier and Ser- 
vants of their 1 5 nr, and manfl- 
ly te fight under this 2. 
all their theft Eve. How good 
Ground have you to hope, that that 


bleſſed W mention'd by the 
Pro- 


| 
; 
d 
7 
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Prophet "Daniel ) will be one Day 5 
conferr*d on od. 3 They that be wiſe, 
ſhall ſhine as the "Brightneſs of the Firmas 
ment, and they that turn many ro Rightes 
ouſneſs,.as the Stars for ever and ever. 
The truly wiſe are all that are tra 
religious. Behold, the Fear of the Lord, 
that is Wiſdom: - nd. to depart From, 
Evil, that "is Underſtanding, . And 
wherever true Relig on Is, as 1 obſet= 
ved before, it * ires with noble 


Deſqgns and cha 1 0 Projects for the 


Good of Mankind. And becauſe the 
greateſt Benefit thar can be conferr'd, 
upon them, is to prevent their Sig an bf 
Miſery, by engaping them in e : 
Qices of a righteous and boly Life; 
therefore all. good "Souls bend, thei 125 5 
Endeavours, more eſpectally., chat 


1 
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of God, and in. the * ot the 


1 
2 


that are ca able, to redreſs i it: It is, 


— 


Chriſtian Graces, and ſo to conduct 


them happily into the Paths that lead 
to Bliſs. is really to turn many unta 


Righteouſneſs ; and that conſequently 
It entitles you. to the promiſed Reward, 


| which will infallibly be given you, 


when the ſolemn Day of the Diſtri- 


1 bution of Rewards ſhall come. And: 
the more heroick and nies 
your Efforts are, when the 


ove of. 


eſus is the Principle whience. they, 
proceed ; and the Happineſs of. thoſe 


Souls, for whom be ſhed his precious 
Blood, the End at which they aim; 
the more eminent and” illuſtrious will 
the Degrees of Glory be, to. which. 


you, ſhall ' be adva nced. in another. 


| World. 2 


8. XLIV. There'i is .one thing that, 
x facline here by the way to mention, 
even to bewail, it being a. Diſar - 
attended with, very dif Conſes 
ubnces, 2 and . which merits. the. Conſe, 
ration and Taterpaſal.; of all ” thoſe 


in hort this,” that the. pr 
nition. of Schso 
vourable Apel on the Intereſts of a. 


Chriſtian Education. . The * 


N * r 22 2 £ tha 
* A by 
. — 
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is doth 900 caſt a far. 
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that People commonly entertain of 
Schools, is, that they are Places where 
the Languages are taught and ſtndied. 
The. Concerns of Religion have ſcarce 
any Ingredjency in tbeir Idea. The 
Whole of their Diſcipline, ſo far as 
I can underſtand, regards only er 
chiefly the Advancing of Vouth in 
Greek and Lain, and "other, little 
Paxts. of Humane Learning; or if Pie: 
ty : and its Concerns be taken into any 
Conſideration, it is done ſo tranſiently, 
and in ſo perſunctory and ſuperficial . a 
Manner, that it cannot be reaſonably 
ſuppoſed, that theſe faint. Endeavour: 
can make any. ſerious Impreſſiomm on 
I the Minds of Children. OY how 
fad is it that theſe Places, wherein the 
Youth paſs ſo many of their more precious 
Tears, ſhould not be by their funda. 
naries of Piety and Devotion; and 
that Languages and Humane Learning 
ſhould not be put in the ſame Rank in 
which Religion now. is, at leaſt till the 
- || Minds of the Youth were ſo thorough- 
„IH ſeaſogd with the Principles of 
Cbriſtiauity, that more Time might, 

: | with 4% Hurt, be employ d in the 
„ | Purſuit of other things. It were ex- 
J ET 5 treamly 
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8 to be wiſh'd, that — were 
fo order'd, that in all confid, 
Schools; at leaſt one Per ſon of 
Pi⸗ * Gravity and Experience in 
divine things, or more, according +f 
the Number of the Scholars) moul 
fin'd on, and have a competent Bn: 
couragement allotted them, whole n- 
ly or chief Task ſhonld- be, to converſe 
with the Youth about their ſpiritad 
Concerns, to &##r4% hem in the Prix- 
eiples of Religion; and to. guide them 
in lo ſake Exerciſes of \Devotion, and in 
the Practices of a holy Liſe; and that 
a Matter of ſuch vaſt-Copſequetice 
as the pient Inſtitution of Houth" 155 
mould not be Teft to that Unvirtainty, 
and Remiſneſi, with which it is Ma- 
. naped at preſent. But till this, or 
ſome ſuch Order be happily eſtabliſh- 
ed, it is hoped chat an; 7 Men, who 
have: the 'weighty Charge of Educati- 
on vpoa their Hands, will ſtudy to 
make the beſt Uſe ey an of the 
pre ſeat Circumſtances. K 5 
F. XLV. Having now, asf Wee 
9 demonſtrated that the 
Overſrers & Inſtruttors of Yoiuth'are w 
der very ſarred and inviolabie Obligati- 


N to Travel chitfly in advancing: _ 


* 


| 
| 


Chriſtian Education, it will, I think, 
be ſeaſonable here to point, in a few 
Words, at the great and moſt vet 2 
ry and fundamental Qualifications they 
ought to have, in order to wid 
happily and ſucceſsfully the important 
Truſt that is devolved on them: 
And theſe, I conceive, may be re- 
duced to ons four following Particu- 


lars. x 
that the 


Hiyſt, it is neceſſary 
InſtryRors or Youth fhould have 
right Notions of Religion: For if their 
Conception of it ſhould be either falſe 
or 5mperfetÞ, they cannot chuſe but 
make d:ſadvantageous Repreſentations 

of it to che Vouth; which certainly is 
a ſad Misfortune, and ſuch as cannot 
de eaſily retriev'd ; for the Prejudices 
of Education Rick cloſe, and it is 
with Difficulty that they are ever Fry 
formed, and give Place to more 
i Wherefore it is of the 
higheſt Conſequence imaginable, that 
the Youth be inſtructed by thoſe that 
are capable to diſtinguiſh thoſe things 
that are neceſſary from the Acceſſories, 
the weightier matters of the Law franm 
thoſe that are of leſ Moment; thoſe 


things wn have an " — 
wit 
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with eternal Life from ſuch as have 
none at all; in a Word, the plain and 
indiſputable Truths and Precepts of je- 
ſus Chriſt from the vain Specul ation: 
and Comments of Men, and the Catho- 
lick Faith from the particular Opini- 
ons of Sets and Parties. b am not 
| without Hopes but that the Candid 
and Serious will, in peruſing my Diſ- 
| courſes upon the Pious Inſtitution of 
Toth, find what may in ſome Mea- 


| ſure: contribute to give them juſt 
| Views of the. Chriſtian Religion, if 
1 there be any, I mean, that want 


Aſſiſtances of this kind, as indeed I 
heartily wiſh there were not; but 
that all perfectly underſtood the Spi- 
rit and Maxims, the Deſigns and 
Tendencies of their holy Profeſſion. 
8. X LVI. Secondly, It is neceſlary 
that they ſhould be practically acquaint- 
ed with Religion, have felt its divine 
Powers and mighty Eſficacies; and that 
they exempliſie its heavenly Precepts 
= in their own Converſation :' For it is 
tis that will both 7ſpire them with 
4 Zeal and Diligence, 1 give Force and 


= — — —— = 
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Authority. to what they recommend. 
When one ſpeaks of Religion from 
bis own Experience, and becauſe it 15. 


vi- 
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vitally ſeated in his Heart, there is a 
certain Secret and engaging Efficacy 
that -accompanies what he ſays, 
which procures Attention and Re- 
gard. (*) It is obſervable, ſays the 
« pious and reverend Dr. Bray, what 
a mighty Influence it will have on 
© a Man to be often in the Company 
of one whom the Spirit of God-has 
greatly ſanctified, into whoſe Soul 
© the divine Image is manifeſtly re- 


: d ſtored, and. who 1s more than ordi- | 
* narily eminent for his Piety and 


Sobriety, Humility, Juſtice : and 
Charity. The ſhining Graces and 
£ Virtues of ſuch a Perſon will ſtrike 
© an awful Reſpect and Veneration in- 
© to the Hearts of all. that come near 
him; ſo that they dare not offer at, 


© nor ſo much as think of any wick- 


ed, unjuſt, unchaſt, or other vil- 


. © Jainous Action in his Preſence. And 


+ when gone away from him, there is 
£ ſcarcely any ſo. reprobate but will 
carry off ſome good Diſpoſitions to 
© the-like Virtues, ſo eminent in that 
© Perſon: Thus he: And to be ſure 
the Diſcourſes of ſuch a Perſon con- 
3 an ecerning 


{*) Vol. I. Lecl. 29. 5. 310. 
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cerning divine things, and his Ex-. 
hortations to a holy Life, are weigh - 


y and powerful, have ſomething in 
dem that is winning and ſævoury, ſome- 
thing that ſenſibly toxches and affects 
the Hearts of thoſe to whom he 


ſpeaks, Whereas if one of a comrary 


_ Charatter, a'vicions and profiicate Per. 


ſon, ſhould (pretend to incuſcate on 


others the Practices of a holy Life, 


he acts a very abſurd and ridiculous 


Scene, and ſuch as is more apt to ex- 


rious Inigreſſons' on thoſe that hear 
him: For the Youth, when. once they 
are: able to make Remarks; will be 


Exhortations and Inſtructions; to 
hic the Bives of thoſe that give 
tliein are perpe taal Contradictiont. They 


will be naturally apt to imagin, that 
the Rules which are ſet before them, 
for the Conda# of their Lives, cannot 
be of ſuch Moment as is pretended; 
fince they wo prefcrbe them, pay no 

u to them in their own Converſa- 


5 tion. Wherefore I have endeavour'd 


ſo to ſtate the Matter, that the Dire. 
Fions which 1 have given are in the 


upon Chriſtian Education. 11 9 
of Taurb, that they may ſobdly dige 
and profti/e. them; and. then . — 
bad Experience themſelves of the Con- 
ſolations and Advantages of a ſerious 
Piety, communicate the Rules of it to 
thoſe under their Care with "Yun hs 
Fower.. nad; 181 bo! <1 fonts 

TY XLVIL. Thirdly, They frould 
have! a great Love 0 Sowls, ariſing 
from a deep.Senfe both. of the Lowe of 


CES 7 2 


d Jeſus, who. ſhed his precious Blogd to 
- IN ":4eem: them from all. Iniquity, and of 
1 10470 own nga Worth, as bei 

r 7 | 

y 

e 

ſe 


60 18 bas Saul? * e 
the Redeemer, of the World daan; j 725 | 
y rather Shan hey ſhonld periſh- and 
it be undone for ever, he approached 
n, them as near as was poſſible for Pu 
ot I rity to do; he plunged bimſelf into 
; their Aiſeries; he put on the Dreſs 
10 Hof. Frail, and morral Fumanity; he falt 
4 their Sorrows and N but {til | 
d I without Sin ; and at laſt offered up him- 1 
et en the Croſs: a Sacrifice, in the 
Flames of an incomprehenſible ' and 
e n to atone for Sin, | 
Zins, 


: * 
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Sins, to waſp them from their Impuri- 
ties, to prorure Grace for them, and 
to leave them an Example of Self- De- 
nial and Sufferings, that they might 
follow his Steps, and by ſo doing 
happily arrive at that eternal Li 
which he merited for them; The 
Conſideration of all which  ſhonld, 
and no doubt doth, beget in all the 
faithful and devont Followers of the 
Lamb of God, à vehement Love to 
thoſe Beings, which he ſo dearly and 
ſo /apaſſingly loved. And this Love 
will oblige thoſe-iti whom it is, very 
_ tenderly to ſympathize with the Miſe- 
ries of their Fellow-Creatures, and will 
render them indefatigable in their En- 
deavours to prevent the Damnation 
aànd promote the eternal Happineſs, 
eſpecially of all thoſe that are under 
their immediate Care and iſpection. 
Alas ! it is becauſe there is ſo little 
of this heavenly Fire in the Hearts of 
Men, that they are fo careleſs and un- 
- concerned about the Good and Wel- 
fare of thoſe Souls they have the 
Charge of, and indifferent whether 
they are ſaved or loſt. O may the 
adorable Source of Love diffuſe it eve- 
ry where, and more eſpecially ſhed 


1 
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it forth in abundane on thoſe: who! 
are intruſted with the Education of 
Youth, that their Zeal in advancing 
an Affair, Wherein the Happineſs of 


Mankind 's fo viſibly intereſted „may 


be feryent and vigorous, and their: 
Diligenee unweatied. 18 


F XLVIHI. Fowrthly; They mould : 


humbly depend ont the divine Condutt 
and e the Buſineſs of a Chri- 
11900 Education is of that Moment 
and 


their r hy ee and Underſtanding." b 
They ſhould- ear neſtly deſire of God, 


that he would give them the Spirit of 


Wiſdeni, and ſuggeſt ſeaſonably to 


them ſnen cbunfelt as may proſperouſſy | 
7in the Diſcharge of their 


guide 
Duty. Aud when they have propoſed 
well, and uſed their beſt Endeavours, 


they ought not to think, that meeriy 
in Virtze of them the Succe e is ſecur- 
ed ʒ they muſt Jook up to Heaven for 


that, and by fervent Prayers addreſs; 
the Father of Mercies and Author: 


Bleſſings, humbly be ſeeching him 2 
he would give Increaſe to what they 


have planted ; that he would ſecond 


their Diligence, and render all * 
PF z 493 [ * ( 
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ortance,” that in managing it 
they ought dt to lean intirely to 
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by his heavenly Benediction and Crate. a 
In a Word, they ſhould entirely 4e- 
yend on God for his divine Aids to 
enable them to do well, and for his 
Bleſſing on what they do, and learn 
with grateful Minds to give him the 
Glory both of their pious Endeauonrs, 
and of the Succeſs that attends them. 
Thus did the great Apoſtle, (4) who, 
though: he labourtd more... abundqntly. 
than all others in advaneiag the Gpd 
af Souls, yet he does not SEP 
to himſelf the Praiſe; « ale f 
ſingular Diligence, or of the hleſſed 
Iſſue of it, bt to the Cre 1 de 
mas with him. 

F. XLIX. I mall nut up all, by, 
: diſcovering the -Folly,and. Mabel | 
of ſome: things that axe; WIE 
gaiaſt the 18 oh a, Chriſtia 
tion, and in ſo. doing, can 4 108 
Pretences of the flothfyl and negligent, 
| a0 remove all ons of She Wo * 
Diſcouragements ont of t y 
thuſe good Fouls, who. are diſpoſed, 

to employ ſome of their Time and 
Pains, in advancing a Cansern“ f ſuch 
MEAS Conſequence: 2 . 


r 8 . — — | 
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§. L. There are, ſome then which 

N ſay, that notwithſtanding all the En- 
deavours that are uſed to educate the 
\ || Youth. piouſly, yet many of them 

continue vicious; and ſeveral, even o 
fthoſe who haye gone from under the 
" | Condutt of their Inſtructors with very 
|| good Diſpoſitians, have degenerated and 
| become irreligious and, profligate; 

and therefore that it is zeedleſs to be 
at ſuch Pains to acquaint them with 
: Religion; that theſe ſerious Matters 
will come in more ſeaſonably when 
i the Follies of Childhood, and the Heat 
; 


and Fervour of Touthare over; when 
they have attained to. Sedateneſx of 
Thought, and Maturity of Judgment, 

and are more apt to liſten. to whole- 

7 ſome Conn 

A §. LI. To this, and to all the other 
Pretences that follow, I anſwer in ge- 

* | neral; that when any thing is ad- 

» | vinced that woy'd divert or excuſe 

L | Men from endeayouring the pious In- 

f ſtitution of Youth, how ſpecious ſo- 

4 ever it may, appear to be, we ought 

1 to look on it as a Whiſper from Satan, 

z and ſhou'd reje it with Horror and _ 
Indignation. There is nothing that 

* || the great and cunning Adverſary of 

VVV 
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Souls is more fond of, than to have 
the firſt Poſſeſſion of young Hearts ; 
and therefore he leaves no tratagem 
uneſſayed whereby he may gain Ground 
on them. He knows very well that 
nothing puts ſo effectual a Stop to his 
Pretenſions, as the ſeaſoning of. the 
Hearts of young ones betimes with 
the Principles of Piety; and if he 
can by his accurſed Suggeſtions p revail 
with People to ve flack and retoiſs iQ 
this great Point, his Work is done for 
him.” The Youth being under no _Diſ- 
cipline,are ready Preys: He eaſily catches 

them with his Baits, and gradually 
inſmuates himſelf into their Hearts, 
till at laſt he has them intirely i in his 
Clutches, and then he hurries them in- 
to all the ſorts of vicious Diſorders, 
in which, when once they, are habi⸗ 
tuated and hardened, it is ich Treat. 
Diffculty, if ever, they are reclaimed 
to a better Mind. This is a Conſide- 
ration that ſhould oblige Parents, and 
all others who are accountable for 
the Souls of Children, to ſtrike in 
hetimes for the Intereſts of 'God. and 
Religion, and to engage young Hearts 
as early as is poſſible in the Love and 
Deſire of divine things, that ſo they 
may 
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may diſappoint the Devil of. his De- 
0 to have the firſt Fruits of their 
Time and Affections, and prevent the 


great Danger there f 1s of being eter- 


nally his Slaves, if he ſhould be ad- 
mitted wit hout Controul to ſeat himſelf 


in their Hearts in their younger 
Yeats. 


FC II. But f* ſhall more particu- 
larly examine the Pretence juſt now 


mentidned; and in anſwer to Tr 1 
have thefe "things to ſay. 


. That it were very unreaſonable | 


to lay aſide the Care. of a religious E- 
ducation, either becauſe, 4 55 of the 


Youth are not wrong in 12 2 y it, or 
becauſe ſome falt away ro 


Impreſſions that were ae on their 


m the good 


Hearts, by the Diligence of pious In- 
ſtructors; for at this rate of arguing, 


the Goſpel it ſelf muſt be diſcarded, | 


ſince, alas! there are but too many 
that continue wicked and prophane, 
notwithſtanding the great Advan- 
tages they enjoy by it of being good 
and virtüdus; and ſeveral that have 
made a conſiderable Progreſs i in Re- 
ligion, have degenerated” into vici- 
ons ind priate Nassen 


ne is Lu: | 
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F. LIN. 2. It is the indiſputable 
Duty of Parents, whether natural or 
ſpiritual, to bring up their Children in 

the Nurture and Admonitios 0) the Lord; 

and therefore they are indiſp ,enſably 
obliged, with Care and Diligence, to 
ſet about it, and muſt not give over 
doing it, becauſe they have not ab- 
folute and infallible Afurances of Suc- | 
| ceſs; it is enough for their Encou- 
ragement that they have a ' bopeſul. Pro- 
e of a good Iſſue, and that God 
has promiſed to ſecond their pious | 
Endeavours with his Grace. But 
Then, if thoſe under their Care will 
not entertain this Grace, but rejelt 
and En theBlame of their miſ: 
ca muſt he at their own Doors. 
In the mean While Parents, and others 
concerned, have great Satisfaction, 
and a very comfortable Sereaity of 
Mind, in the, Teſtimony that their 
| Conſcience gives them of not baving 
neglected their Duty, but that they 
dic it faithfully, and 3 the beſt of 
their Skill; and Whatever che Iſſbe 
of their Endeavours ma % be, they are 
ſure that their Labour thall nor be in 
vain as to themſelves; for God will 
not fail to reward their Diligence and 


yours 
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fincere Intentions, tho the Event has 
not anſwered their Expectations and 
DeCT— n 
§. LIV. z. Tho' the Effects of a 
rellgibas Education. de Hot preſently. 


appear, yet it has been obſerved, that 


the Principles of Piety, which have 
been iaſtill'd into the Hearts of ſome, 
while they were young, have after- 
wards, as a divine and fertile Seed, 
ſprung up iato the Practices of a hoty 
Life ; and many who haddeclin'd from 


thegood Diſpoſit ions that were wrought 


in them by the Care of pious Parent. 
and Teachers, and led a vicious and 
debakthed Elfe, have ſeriouſſy acxkno y- 


jedged, chat the Seuſe (they had of 
n che 


their virtuous Education did fte 


and reſtrain them hen they wete in 
the Career of gratifying their Lin, 


$44 4+ M0. Wo EE TY a; fy» 2 i445 
and at laſt, with God's Bleſfing, prov- 


ed the Mean of recovering Wem 'inth 
the Paths of Wiſdin: and Sobritty. 80 
that the Tiſtrd&ors of Youth ms 


not be 2iſcouraped, nor think thit all 


is loſt, becauſe they do not fee the 
Fruits of their Care to appear with 


that Speed that they cou d wiſh. They 


# 


muſt continue their Endeavours, ant 
even when they can endeavour no 


| F 4 En more, 


more, becauſe the Youth are not any 
longer under their Iaſpect ion, they 
ſhou'd however continue to water all 
that they have planted, with their Pray- 
ers and Tears, and heartily recommend 
them to the Conduct and Grace of 
od, beſeeching him that he wou'd 
take them under bis own immediate 
Care and Tuition, The Story of the 
pious and devout Monica, the Mother 
of St. Auguſtine, is well known: 
That fingularly good Woman had uſ- 
ed her utmoſt Efforts to engage her 
Son in a holy and chriſtian Life, and | 
as himſelf teſtifies ( fravelled with | 
greater Agonies for his Converſion, than | 
ſhe had felt when ſhe brought him 


forth into the World; yet all ſeem'd }} « 
to be to no Purpoſe, he continued in 
his Extravagancies, and wou'd not 
liſten to her pious Remonſtrances; how- ( 
ever, ne did not give over caring for 
his Soul; for when her Exhortations ; 
and Advices could not any more reach ] 
him, ſhe had Recourſe unto her Pray- | « 
ers and Tears, which was the Reaſon . 
od I - +": "Wat 1 
( Nen fatis eloquar quid erga me babe- 
bat animi, & quanto majori ſollicitudine me . 
parturiebat ſpiritu, quam pepererat Catne. , 
Conf, lib. 5. cap. 2. -- . 


; 
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that a good Biſhop told her for ber 
Comfort, (4) Phar it could not be tha 
a Son, for when ſhe bad ſhed' fo many 
Tears, Jhou'd periſn. This according- 
ly came to Pals: Her Labours were 
rewarded, and her Prayers returned, 
and ne had the Pleaſure to ſee the 
Son f her 7 ears, à Son of Devotion 
and eminent Saitlit An Example 
which affords” the e, of Youth; 
both an excellent Pattern for Imitati- 
on, and a good Ground of Encourage-- 
ment for continuing. their Endea-- 
vours, even when there is but little 
Apprarence of Succeſs. 

F. LV. 4. It ought to be ſeriouſly: 


conkidered; whether ſome important: 
Flaw: or other, in their Manner and 


Conduct, may not have been the Cauſe: 
of theſe Diſappo intments Which People: 
complain of, as to the Fruits of their 
Endeavours in edncating the Youth. 
Perhaps they have not in their Inſtrr 
ctions urged the neceſſary and eſſential 
Truths and' Duties Fe Chriſtianity, 
but laid the Streſ of Religion upon 
_ I; mY not bear i 15 and re- 
F 8 r | 


Wy Tieri non ee ut - gliu⸗ iſtarum Id 
chey mann e 3. cap. . 
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D* eſented the ne 50 7 peut 
ot a Party as the K* mentous and va- 
luable matters. Or it may be, their 
Endeavours have been faint and. rk. 
miſs, and interrupted,” hot pur ſued 
With Vgour and Conſtancy, opt mManag- 
ed with Seriouſneſa; or perad venture, 
Their Converſation. Hath- not been ex- 
az aud regular; and ſo though they 
have given the Youth: good 1 — ts, 
yet they have ſet beforè them a bad 
 Exanple : Or, in a. Word, they. may 
not have had in any Meaſure thoſe 
X Oualifications | A. lately mentioned. 
Now in all theſe Caſes we need not 
be furprixed that the Concerns of a 
pious Education do not : proſperouſly ad- 
— or that the Touth being under 
10 ch.C Ani as This, grow not in Good- 
„ and. Aeli Precy., Nothing can 
l ly be expected from a AM ausge- 
znent of this Mature, but  Diſapptim- 
ments and Degeneracy. "AY 
F. EV1, As to that part of the 05. 
jBion, which pretends, That feriows 
Matters Mou Id be let alone till the 
Follies and Fervour of Youth are over ; 
til] they have attained to Maturity of 
_ Judgment, and are more diſpoſed to 
Alten to _ Counſels. :Janſwer, 
ft, That 


d 


ons given to that Purpoſe in the 


Matter; we muſt allow, that he 


cation; and ſince he has ordered that 


W c OY OY © Ws WY » -- of 


blinded by our Luſts, will juſtifie the 
Procedure, and reſolve that to be 


Tears, | | OD 
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1% That God hath otherwiſe de- 
termined, - as appears from a. great 
many Palfages of Scripture, and par- 
ticularly from the frequent Injuncti- 


Weitings of Solomen; (I) Train up. a 
Child, faith the difiue Wiſdom by 
him in his Boak of Proverbs, in the 
Way he ſhowld. go, and when he it old, 
be will not depart from it. It is his 
holy and perfe# Wil, and not our own 
Fancies, that ſhould guide us in this 


knoirs beſt when it is molt proper - 
and feaſonable to begin a pious Edu . 


it ſhould commence with our very 
Childhood, that is, as ſoon as is poſſi- 
bleg it is juſt that we acquieſce in his 
Determination. And indeed our owa 
Reaſon, if not miſerably byaſed and 


the fitteſt Seaſon for improving and 
forming the finds of Men, in which 
their Hearts are moſt flexible and ten- 


. 
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nz Aa ESSAY. 
S8. LVII. zah, One of the great Ad- 
vantages of early Piety is, that it cor- |} - 
rects the Follies of Childhood, and 
regulates and curbs the Heats of 
Youth : That it renders young Per- 
ſons grave and ſerious, fills their Hearts 
| with devout Thoughts and good Deſires, 
i ſanctiſies their Studies, moderates their 
1 Recreations, makes them choice of 
their Time, and prevents their con- 
tracting vicious Habits ; and therefore 
what a Madneſs would it be to de- 


* F 


lay 8 g them theſe great Bene- 
fits till the Seaſon in which they are 
moſt neceſſary, be over and gone? 
Childhood and Touth, faith Solomon, (m) 
are Vanity. They are ſo to be ſure, 
when left andiſciplined, and permitted 
to live according to the vain Cuſtoms 
of this ſinfut World, and to follow 
the Swinge of thoſe corrupt Hiclinati- 
ons, that are natural to al Men, ſince 
the Fall and Degeneracy of Adam. 
Whence it appears how infinitely rea- 
ſonable it 15, that Care ſhould be tak- 
en hetimes, to give the Youth other 
"Byaſſes, to turn the Crent of their 
Affections from Vanity and Forruptlon, 
20 9 6 l 
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and to guide them to the true Ob- 
jects; to redreſs the Diſorders that are 
natural to them, and to prevent their 
increaſing and becoming habitat; 
that is in effect, to render them ſolid- 
ly pions; which is the very thing I am 
pn 
F. LV. 3. The great things of Relt- 
gion are plain, and ſuited even to the 
Capacities of Children. The Teſtimo. 
ny of the Lord, the Royal Pſalmiſt in- 
rms us, is ſure, and maketh Wiſe the 
Simple: This ſhews, that the Simple 
can underſtand it; for if they did 
not, they cou'd not be made wiſer 
by it. Chriſtianity is not a Syſtem of 
Met aphyſicks, of nice Subtilties, and airy 
Speculations ; No, its Truths and Myſte- 
ries are eaſie and obvious; and every 
fincere and well-meaning Per ſon, how 
weak ſoever his Capacity may other- 
wiſe be, will underſtand ſo much of 
them as is meceſſary for the Govern- + 
ment of his Life, and to guide him un- 
to Heaven. A skilful Inſtructor of 
Vouth, who addreſſes them in a Me- 
thod ſuited to their Years, can wit- 
neſs how early they begin to be ca- 
pable of the Knowledge of divine things; 
with what Pleaſure they admit ons 


— 


A An ESSAY. 


and how ſpeedily they ailvane.i init, 
and perhaps too, with greater. Ad- 
vantage than thoſe, ;who, though 
they are come to Age, yet have their 
Dnderſtanding ſo olauded with duſts 
and n that they à Fe really 
2xdiſpoſed for entertainiag i this fort 
of. Knowledge, ſothat it were very 
abſurd to put off acquainting Child- 
ren with Religion till they come, as 
is pretended, to Maturity of Judg- 
ment; whereas it is much more like- 
dy, 1 amiperſwaded, that then, by 
reaſon - of the. uanreſtrainen Liberty that 
was all along allowed them to; pleafe 
their Appetites and. .gratifie their Dae 
Int, they will be mere vncapable than 
ever of the Xnowleulge of dlvine things, 
to the Admiſſien eddy -the.. falſe 
Byaſſes and vicious \Habits they have 
vontracted, will be. vt 'Hindrances. 
inde. EIL IAdeſtre all that are ean- 
did, to examine which are moſt likely 
to Aiſten to ſober Counſels, they whoſe 
Hieurts are flexible and tender, and not 
Hyaſſed by the Havirs of Vice; who 
Are bred up to Obedience and. Sabje8s- 
on, are kept under a regular Diſcipline, 
taught good -ehings, and exereis d in 
* and in the Practice of Chri- 


Niæn 
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t, dil Hirne; or ; they. x Who are. the 
1 everſe of all this. ' Certainly they 
n who a7e.gromp eig in Sig, -have pleaf- 
* ed their Sleſh in all its Appet iter, 

5 and are under He: ewe eme Pow- 

7 i er of corrupt; Luſts a ad tene Wit adt 
8 be very prone co liſteli to theſe Conn - 
y || fels: chat, wou'd oblige them to -devy 
- | cherſeluer,;to erucißte their old: Man, 
5 || and ro Abenden and diſclaiy: their he- 
loved Sins: Not but that they may, 
and many without doubt have done 
Id, aad 1 hope fſtill doit: For the 
it 83 of God} attacks us forte wayior 
fe | other in every Feriod of but Lives, 
4 | white we are in the State of Trial; but 


then theſe later Converſions coſt-a great 
„deal of: Srrugete and Chun, which 
ſe few. '4re. willtag to undergo, and 
© | which might have been prevented hy 
| an early i Engagement in an haly-· Eife. 
Our ald Man and wieked Habits hav- 
ing, by a long Contidvance in Sin, 
athered Strength and Figour, will'tioe 
be erncißed and ape büt with 
borious Agdnits and reſolute Wriftl- 
enge. And though forme, even after 
. are come to Years, do hear tity 
enter into this ſyirit al Warfare, which 
H &'fo uneafie t to Tho Fleſh and E. I 
4 
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and — cut off their "Right 
Hands, and pluck'out'their Right Eyes; 


that is, renounce and forſake their 


deareſt Luſts; yet they are very ſew in 
compariſon * So that generally ſpeak- 
ing, we may ſay, that they who are 
advanced in Age, and in Corruption 
too, are more apt to reſiſt and grieve 
the good Spirit of God, than to ènter- 
tain and comply with his gracious 
Motions. So much as to the firſt Ob- 
jeckion; and what have returned in 
anſwer to it, are really ſolid Per- 
Ffwaſives to an early Piety, as well as 
evident Confutations of the Pretence. 
LX. Oehers will tell us; That 


finke God, as many Divines do affirm 


and teach, hath by an eternal Decree, 
nnalterably fixed' the Time 'of every 
one's Converſion, and even abſolutely 
and infallibiy fore-ordained and de- 
termined the Thſtruments and Means 
by which it is to be brought about; 


and that in virtue of this Deoree, ſome | 


will be converted in their 

fome in their: more advanced 

and others in theif 'o/4 Age; how un- 
accountable. a. Folly, ſay theyg wou'd 

it therefore be in us to think by our 

ande to antedate yy THT Ae 
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phane with a Handle which 
To dexterouſly manage to excuſe them- 
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the divine Decree ; to imagine that 
we can, by all the Care and Diligence 
that we are capable of, convert him, 
for Inſtance, in his Childhood o 

Youth, whom God hath determine 

not to be converted till he is old! 
And if we tell them, that ſince the 
decreedTerms and thePerſons concerned 
in them are unknown to us, we ought 
in every Period of our Life to make 
uſe of the Means: They will readily 
reply ; That when the decreed Seaſon of 


Con ver fron comes, the Inſtruments fore- 
_ ordain'd to accompliſh it, will be ef- 
ficacrouſly and ee. moved to 

d therefore wien 


uſe the Means; an 
they find themſelves dull and lazy, 
and even averſe from this ſort of 
Cares and Endeavours, they have no 
Reaſon to believe as yet, either that 
they are to be the Inſtruments of con- 


verting thoſe they 'have Charge of, 


or that the Seaſon for it is come. 
§. LXI. In anſwer to this, I muſt 
own in the firſt Place, that I cannot 


hinder my ſelf from thinking, that 


they who, have laid down ſuch Prin- 
ciples as furniſh the Negligent or Pro- 
ich they can 


ſelves 
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ſelves in their Soth and Wickedneſi 
have done Religion no good Service, 
how pious ſoever their Intentions may 
have etherwiſe been. The Chriſtian 
Syſtem is ſo excellently fram'd, that 
it gives all mag inable Encouragement 
at al times, to al Perſons, & every 
Station and Capacity, of every Sex 


and Age, to be diligent and labori- 


dus in working ont their own Salva- 
tion, and in ad vancing that of others. 
There is no Truth or Principle in the 
Whole of its Fabrick, that. gives the 
leaſt Shadow of a 'Pretence to be 


idle, and for continuing in Sin. And 


If any of its. Doctriues be ſo repre- 
Feed as to have a Tendency that 

way, it is certainly becauſe they are 
hideouſly miſunderſtood: and perverted. 
And therefore, 
S. LXII. in the next Place, I nfo 

oſs tively, that ſince God expreſly en- 
Joins all without Exception, to re- 
member their Creator in the Days of 
their Youth, (n) it follows vadeniably, 
that this Remembrance is poſſible for alb; 
if i it were. not fo, he wou'd not have 


obliged them to it: For fo REY he 
1 
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the Goodneſs and Benignity, (and ſo 
perfect is the Juſtice of his Nature, 
that he will not, cannot command Im 
poſſibilities. Whatever he requires of 
Mankind by way of Duty, he enables 
them to perform it: His-Grats- pre- 
veats and aſſiſts their Endeavours ; ſo 
that when they do not comply with his 
Infunct ions, it is becauſe they will not 
employ the Power that he has given 
them, and which he is ready to in- 
creaſe and heighten upon their dutiful 
Improvement of what they have al- 
ready receiy'd, and their. /erions Ap- 


plication to him for mote; To him tha. 


bath ſnall be given. Well then, an 
early Piety is required: of all that are 
young, as their indiſpenſable Duty, and 
therefore It is poſſible; and becauſe it 
is poſſible, there are to be ſure no erer- 
nal Fates hanging over their Heads to 
hinder them from attaining to it. God 


*. 


wills that all. his Creatures, Mankind 1 


mean, that were made after his Image, 
and cage of his . Happineſs, ſhuu'd 


love and ohey, adore and praiſe him, 
ſpecially that they ſhou'd 


do ſo, in the Days of thezr Youth, that 
they ſhou'd honour him with the firſt 
Fruits of all their Increaſe, of their 

5 = | Time 
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Time and Strength, of their Thoughts 


and Affections, and give him the f 
Admiſſion into their Souls; and there- 


fore he cannot have a ſecret Wil, de- 
ter mining any of them to the contra- 
ry. Righteoufneſs, Goodneſs, Purity and 
Charity, he infinitely approves of; for 
they are the Images of his own Perfe- 
Cons: The righteous Lord lovetli Rigb: 
teouſneſe, and conſequently: he cannot 
abſolutely will the not being of thoſe 
divine Qualities in any of his Crea- 
| tures that are capable of them, in 
any Period of their Life ; ſince this 
would be to make a Decree againſt the 


Being of his own Image, againſt his 


* 


Glem, and againſt the Obje#s of his 


Love and Delight : Again, becauſe he 
_ Infinitely hates Sin, as being the Re- 
jection and Diſdain of himſelf, he can- 
not decree the Being or Continuance of 
it in any Soul; for this wou'd be to 


EE decree that himſelf ſhou'd' be rejected 
and diſregarded, bated and blaſphemed, 


even by thoſe Creatures which he in- 
| tended ſhou'd glorifie and enjoy him 
for eyer; Which are things perfect 
inconfiſtent with. his igfinite Wiſdom 


. 1 8442 5 LL l to | 
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his n ely amiable Eſſence and 


PerfeQions. "a «3-4 o 40 K 8 1 12 85 | | 
Sec nie ke I think, 
ſufficiently demon rated the Vanity 
and Falſhoog of that Principle, with 
which the Lazy and the Libertines 
wou'd countenance and excuſe. their 
119 Soi Mg to Ai - 4 £- 
Negligence and Jrreligion; the Infe- 
oY Et TIE 234 808-10 r 
rence they make from it muſt needs 
fall to the Ground. Seriouſneſt and 
Devotion arealways pleaſing and agree: 

able unto, God, There is no Decree 

of Is aBAIDA, e eee 
ingly / invites and. calls. on all, and 


* " 


ore eſpecially thoſe that are young, 
to turn to hin, and to togage in his 
Service without Delay. He wou'd 
have their firſt Love, and the Prece- 
dency in their Afecions, and that no- 
thing ſhou'd. be @divitted before, him, 
or come in Competition with him in 
their Hearts. It is his Vill that they 
hou'd fix on him betimes, as their 
Portion and Happineſs, and that in that 
amiable View, he ſhou'd be the ſovereign 
Object of their Deſires: and to encou- 
rage them to do ſo, he promiſes to 
remember the Kindueſs of their Youth, 
and to give them peculiar and en- 
learing Diſcoveries of his Love; ny 
N | e that 
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An ben with the Ways ace: Par to 
mM, he hath 
43 command ded Parents, and all others 
that haye the 2 15 of them, in what, 
ſoe yer Station or Capacity, to look 
after their Souls with a very tender 
Care, and diligently to inſtruct them 
in the Knowledge, and bring them 
op, in, the Practice of his Religion: 
S0 that all thoſe, under whoſe Con- 
gu they are, may, if they are will- 
ing; be the bl ane Inſtruments of their 
early Converſion to God. They need 
not Lk that 1 ate any eternal De- 
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2 that his nb ing will accompan 
what they do in Proſecution of = 


"one Delign. And. if at any time 
"ey 
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they diſcover in themſelves a Lazi- 


neſs, Indiſference, or Hverſeneſs, ac to 
this great Affair, they fhou'd look 

on ſuch Diſpoſitions as very criminal, 
and conelude them rather to be, as 
indeed they are, the Impreſſions of 'the 


Devil and Corruption, than the Reſult 


of a divine Decree, which to be ſure 


never indiſpoſes any for doing his Pu- 
ty; agd therefore they ſhou'd check 
and repreſs them as ſoon as they be- 
gin to appear; and by all the Conſi- 
derations that I have hitherto rep — 
ſented, awaken their Diligence, — 
ring up the Grace of God that oc ye 
them, and reſolving peremptorihy to- 


purſue with Vigor this great Edd of 


the Province they have undertaken, | 
without doing which: they can never 
diſcharge it - comfortably and with 
Peace of Conſcience. 
F. LXNIV. But ſays a third rg We 
have no Skill in theſe Matters, we are 
irnorant our ſelves, and how can we 
teach others? The Buſineſs of -Edu- - 
ation requires greater ' Dualifications 
than we can or ſhouw'd @rotead to. 

To this I anſwer; 
1. That this cannot, to be ſure 
ooght not to be =o Tretence of Schools. 
Maſters 
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Maſters and Tators ; for e in 
the Methods of à Ghriftian Education, 
| ſhou'd bar them eternally from being 
admitted to have the Charge of Youth. 
And indeed, I humbly conceive, that 
the grand: Inquiry, when they are to 
enter upon this Station, ſhou'd be, 
how they are qualiſied to breed up 
Children in the Principles and Pra- 
Eices of Chriſtianity.: For though 
they ſhou'd be found to .be abun- 
dantly capable of anſwering ſome 
critical Queſtions about. Grammar, of 
conſtruing exactly the Claſict Au- 
thors, and of writing and ſpeaking 
good Latin: yet want of Skill, either 

Nome they are ignorant, or vicious, 
or imprudent, how to manage aright 
the 75 iritual Concerns of thoſe they 
have ps Inſpection of, ought. to be 
look'd on as an eſſential Defe&#; much 
leſs can this: be the Pretence of Pa- 
ſtors; for it is to be ſuppoſed, that 
they have made Divinity their stu- 
dy for ſeveral Years, and that with- 
out a competent Knowledge of it, they 
wou'd not adventure on, nor :cou'd 
they, *tis hop'd, be admitted to, the 
ſaered Function; wherefore it el 

needs 
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needs be the Parents only that are 
concern'd in it: And as to them 1 
anſwer, $7 

FS LXV. 2. That tho! tha greater 
Knowledge one hath, when it is ſolid 
and digeſted by Experience and Pra- 
ctice, he more gualiſied he is to in- 
ſtruct the Youth; yet Seriouſueſa and 
Sincrrity, with à ſmall Meaſure of 
Knowledge;.will do great things; ; if 
the Parents can but tell their Chil- 


dren, chat there is a God that made 


and governs. the World > that he is a 
glorides Bring, Fobd;; and gracious, and 
mertiful, boly; juſt and 0 wiſe and 
powerfed ; that he made us after his 
own Lunge, and to partake in his Glo- 
ry z that he has a very dear Love, and 
ſincere! poo Mill to us all; and that 
tho?” we have fallen from him by Sin, 
and are become corrupt and ; filthy 

Creatures, 1 of his Fa- 

vours, yet: he cuntinues ſtill to punſue 
* with Methods of Kindneſs, and lov- 
invites us to tarn and live, be- 
coals: he is not willing that any of us 
rs i and that to the End he 
might 7 us the more effectaaly to 
himſelf, at laſt be ſent his only begot- 
Tem” Gon; in our kai Nature, that he 
2191 G. mig 
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might teach bs, that he mig he give us 
an Example, and then die for us, to 
merit the Pardon of our Sins, to pro- 
cure the hol i Spirit, for 'renewing our 
Nature, an 4 us from our 
'Filthinefs, and to gain us: à right to 
eternal Life. That the Return he ex- 
pects we ſhould make-him for all this, 
is, to love him with 'all our Hearts, to 
follow his Example, to obey his Com- 
mands, and to deſire his Grace, which 
enables us to do what he requires of 
us, and which he is ever ready to 
beſtow ; for he liueth ever to male In- 
terceſſion for use That for theſe Ends 
we were conſecrated to his Service in 
our Baptiſm, when we promiſed to 
renounce the World, the Devil, and the 
Fleſh, and to continue faithful to him, 
by a perſevering Obedience unto Death. 
That there is in the other World a 
State of 'Torments and Miſeries, in 
which the Wicked ſhall remain 

ever; as alſo a State of endleſs Hal- 
neſs, to which all pure and righteous 
Souls ſhall be one Day advanced: 
That tho? our Bodies are frail and 
mortal, and ſhall return to the Duſt, 
yet we have Souls that ſhall live for 


gk - Which therefore we ſhould 
| make 


0. 


CES 


* 
way 
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and labour to areſs and adorn them 


with Purity, Humiliiy and Charity, in 
order to become meet for the Juherj- 


tance of the Saints in Light. That 
God hath appointed a Day, whereinhe 


will judge the World in Righteouſneſs, - 


dous and adorable Judge, ſhall then fit 


on the Throne of his Glory ; that all 


Nations ſhall be gathered before him; 


and that he will render to every Man 


according to his Works : That the Be- 
lief of this great Article ſhould pow- 
erfully influence us to lead ſober, and 
godly, and righteous Lives, that we may 


be found of him in Peace, and bear 
that joyful Sentence pronounced to us, 
Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit 


the Kingdom prepareg for, you. I ſay, 
if Parents can inform their Children 


of theſe plain and eaſe things, they 


have as much Knowledge as is ſuffi- 
cient happily to-lay the Foundation 


| of a Chriſtian Education 5 and tho? 


they cannot diſcourſe of them, with 
that Accuracy and Exattneſs that great 


Scholars and Divines can do; yet if 


they urge them frequently, and ſpeak 


of them with . hearty and Sfectionate 


«Lad 
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Seriouſneſs, and humble Dependance on 
God's Bleſſing, they will ſoon per- 
ceive, to their Comfort, the happy 

Conſequences of their Endeavours. 
Now it were a-mct abominable 
Shame, and would argue brutiſh Stu- 


pidity, and a deſperate Neglect of ones 


own Soul, if any Perſon that lives un- 
der the Advantages of the Goſpel, that 
either reads the holy Scriptures him- 
elf, or hears them read, ſhould be ig- 
norant of theſe plain and obvious 
Truths I have juſt now mentioned. 

S. EXVI. Others, in the Fourth 
Place, do repreſent, That many of 


the Touth are fromard, :croſs and per- 


verſe in their Tempers; that they re- 
- yett and deſpiſe all good Advices; that 
they cannot be kept under any Diſci- 
pline; but, in ſpite of all that can be 
done or {aid to them, will follow their 
own! Cburſes, and do their own Wil; 


and therefore that it were Folly, and 


but loſt Labour, to make any Arrempts 
on ſuch fubborn and rebellious Minds, 


© there being no reaſonable Proſpect of 


o 


doing them any Gd. . 
F. LXVII. In anſwer to this, it muſt 
be own'd in the firſt Place, that the 
 Tempers of Children are very different; 


oy 
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ſome 
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ſome are mild and manageable, of 


ſweet and agreeable Diſpoſitions, and. 
ready to comply with the Injunctions 


that are given them. Others again 


are of a rough, wild and untowardly Na- 

ture, and 7 | 
juſt now propos'd deſcribes them. 
But then, I ſay, as to thoſe of this 


uch as the Diſcouragement 


ſort, that how hard or improbable ſo- 
ever their Cure and Reformation, and: 


the introducing a better Temper into? 


them, may appear to be, yet it ought 
not tO be entirely diſpair'd of, nor giv- 


en up as altogether impoſſible. A 
Piece of Ground, that is full of Thiſtles 


and Thorns, and overgrown with Weeds, 


ture and Improvement, and the kindly. 
Influences of the Heavens, in moderate 
Rains, and a cheriſhing Warmth, it may 


become Fey and produce abun- 
uſeful Herbs and pleaſant 
Flowers. Juſt ſo a Youth, that is of a 


dance o 


froward Temper, and hath many o- 


ther bad Qualities, by prudent Ma- 
nagement, and diligent Endeavours to 
acquaint him with the Truths and 
Powers of Religion, may, with the 
Bleſſing of God, and the Influence of 


his Grace, be made docile, and become 
” G3 mM 
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promiſes very little; and yet by Cul- _ 
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ſerious and devout; 1 ſay, with the In- 
fuences of Grace; becauſe we muſt 
not hope, that by Virtue meerly of 
our own Endeavours, tho* theſe are 
neceſſary too as a mean, ſuch rough and 
knotty Diſpoſitions can be redreſſed, 
or any other ſpiritual good Work 
effected; but by Virtue of the mighty 
Aids and Operations of the holy Spi- 
rit, which therefore we ſhould hams 
bly depend on, and earneſtly pray for, 
in favour of thoſe whom we would 
have reformed. . 3 
S. LXVIIL. But there is one thing 
more, as to this Particular, which de- 
-— ſerves to be conſidered by the Over- 
'e ſeers of Youth, and more eſpecially 
by Parents; and that is, whether 
ſeme bad Conduct may not have con- 
_ tributed, if not to beget, yet to height- - 
en and improve this i derſene fi of 
Temper. There are two Extreams 
into Which Parents are apt to run. 
Some are ſo cæceſſñvely fond of their 
Children, that they i2dslze them in 
all their Appetites; they cannot en- 
dure to put them upon any thing that 
is ungrateſal and uneaſie to them, or to 
creſa their Humours; and rather than 
chaſtiſe them when a * of- 
Foe | = "on 


fers, they will excuſe their Cyimet; or 


it they chance at any time to give 


them a few Blows or Stripes, Wwhieh 


commonly, if not always, is in a Pas! 


roxiſm or Fit of Paſſion, they ſoone 
after hug the Fondlings, and by ſo do- 
ing, baffle the Defign of the Chaſtiſe- 


ment. And pray what can be expect- 


ed, ſhould be the Conſequence of 
ſuch a Conduct as this, but that the 
Children having been from their ve- 
1) Infancy allowed to follom their own 
Mill, without any effectual Curb or 


Check, ſhould, as they advance in 


Years, {till become more and more 


* ” 
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b eadſtrong and ſturdy 2 For. the Hah it | : 


of gratifying their Apperites at ran- 
dom, and pleaſing their.own Humour 
in every thing, being ſo very agree - 
able to corrupt Nature, and now: by 


long Cuſtom roeted in-them), will 


make them impatient of Diſcipline 


and Government, and ready to kickat' 
whatever would oblige them to at 
contrary to their beloved Inclinat ions. 
Whereas, if Parents had by proper Ae. 


thad begun early to breaꝶ their See: 
will, and train them up to Obedience 


and Subjection, there would not, I 
ſuppoſe, be ſo much 8 to com- 
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plain of the Perver/eneſs of 2 as 


there is at preſent. _ 
F. LXIX. Some parents, on the o- 


ther Hand, are too rigorous and ſe- 
were. Their Chaſtiſaments are fierce 
and paſſionate, and managed without 


Regard to Reaſon, Religion, or natural 


Affection, and without any Conſidera- 


tian of the Quality of the Offence. All 


Faults, and even very trivial ones, are 
puniſn'd with Nigour lt is againſt this 
indiſcrete Severity, | doubt not, that 
St. Paul cautions, when once and a- 


gain (a) he enjoins Parents not to pro- 
woke their Children to Wrath, left they be 
diſcouraged.” Certainly ſuch a bares 


rous Treatment as this is, will beget 


in them an Averſion to Diſcipline and 
Sovernment, and render their Pa- 

rents and inſtructors frightful and un- 
acceptable to them: So that they 
will think it a Grievance to be in their 


Company. Their Preſence is a Ter- 


ror to them, and the Tasks they im- 
Poſe, uneaſie and diſagreeable. In ſhort, 

it will either break and cruſh their 
Spirits, or turn them deſperate: And 
when matters wy thus, ary hey in- 
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mon Chriſtian Education, x 53 
deed may become ſtubborn and rebel- | 
lious, but then their Parents and 
Overſeers are in a great Meaſure to. 
be blamed for it. e 
From all this it evidently appears, 
that the middle Courſe between both 
theſe Extreams, is that which ſhould: 
be followed. The Authority of the 
Inſtructors of Youth ought to be PA. 
ternal ;, that is, gentle and winning; 
yet ſo, as never to countenance and in- 
dulge them in any thing that is crimi- 
nal, or allow them to contract vicious 
Habits: On the contrary, when they 
ſee any Tendencies toward theſe ap- 
pear in them, they ſhonld awfully: 
check and reprove them. And if theſe : 
ſofter Methods ſhould not prove ef 
fectual to diſcuſs the firſt Appearances « - 
of Corruption, they are indiſpenſablß 
oblig'd to make uſe of the Rod of Cor- 
rection. But then their very Chaſtiſe- 
ment ſhould be temper d with Love 
and Endearments: They ſhould ar 
theſe Rencounters ſo behave them- 
ſelves, that the Children may be ſen- 
ſible that it is not Humour or Paſſion, 
but a real De ſign to do them good, , 
that foi ces them to theſe ſeverer 
Courſes, Such a kind and obliging Be- 
5 . han 
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 kaviour towards them will extremely 
recommend both the Perſons, and the 
Authority of their Teachers to them; 
and make them very tender of doing 
any thiag that may offend. One 
thing more, I deſire may be ſeriouſly - 
Tonſider'd on this Head; and that is, 
that the Hirſt and great thing, wherein 
this Authority ought to be employ'd, 
is, to train up Children in the Denial 
of their own Vill, and to render them 
perfectly obedient and ſubmiſſive; and 
Parents ſhould begin to attempt this 
as early as is poſſible. Certainly this 
is one of the preateſ{ Kinadneſſes that 
can be done them, and even to their 
Taſtrnftors too: For by their being 
thus accuſtomed to reſgn their Will 
to the Conduct of others, they become 
mild and trattable; and fo that Per- 
— vwerſeneſs and Obſtinacy of Temper, 
ſo much complain'd of in many of 
the Yonth, would be happily pre- 
vented ; there being no one Thing that 
more effeQually contributes to. beget 
and cheriſh it, than an unreſtrained Li- 
bexty, for ſeveralYears, to follow their 
own Will, and to pleaſe themſelves in 
every thing. re ks 
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F. LMX. There are, in fine, others 
that object, or rather complain, that 
tho? they uſe their beſt Endeauours ta 
bring up their Children in. Chriſtian 
Piety, yet all ſeems to no Purpoſe. 
The Reaſon; is, becauſe any good Im- 
preſſaps they make on their Minds, are 
ſoon defaced by the Example and 
Converſation of thoſe of their own 
Age, whoſe Education is not look'd- 
after. The Youth generally are very 
corrupt and vicious, ſay tbey, and ic- 
is very hard for a Child; who is 24. 
turally:prone to imitate: What he ſees: 
frequently acted before him, tho? o- 
therwiſe carefully educated, to pre- 
ſerve his Innocency in the Company of 
wicked Boys: 80 that unleſs either 
they could keep their Children ſas 
claſe, as not to have any Opportunis: 
ties of Correſpondence or Familiarity* 
with others, Which is not poſſihle for- 
thoſe who live in Citie, and publick- 
Places to do; or that the Endeavours 
of a pious Education were more u 
niverſal; it is needleſs, they think, for 
aà Few to attempt any thing that way. 
To all this 1 have the following Con 
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ſiderations to oppoſ - ea. 
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8. LXXI. It muſt indeed. be at- 


Eknowledged, that the Ground of this 


5 Complaint is but too true; that is, 
that Parents and others are generally 
negligent in looking after the ſpiriru- 
al Concerns of Children; that the 


Youth are for the moſt Part very gici- 
ou; and that bad Examples have a. | 


moſt infefting Influence. However, 
the Inference that they pretend to 
draw, namely, that it were Folly for- 
a. Few to attempt the pious Education 
of their Children, is not juſt. For, 1. 
the Negligence of others will not ex- 
cyſe yours ; you muſt do what you 
know to be your Duty, and leave the 
Iſſue to God. If others will not do 
theirs, they are account able for it to 
the God of the Spirits of all Fleſh - In 
the mean time, you have the Satis- 
faction, that your Conſcience bears you 
witneſs, that you have neither wholy.__ 
omitted, nor remiſly perform'd what 
you were bound to do in this weighty. 
Concern. 2. The general Corruption 
of the Youth ſhould be ſo far from 
diſcouraging, that it ſhould: rather 
awaken and excite your Zeal and Di- 
ligence to leſſen the Number, by re- 
ſcyipg as many as you can out of it; 
bee ens. . 
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or at leaſt to prevent its Increaſe, by 
breeding up thoſe you have the Charge: 
of in the Fear of God. 3. A-conſiders: 
able Inftance of the Care of a pious. - 
Education, is to guard Children, by: i 
all poſſible) Means, againſt the Infecti--CE 
oz of vicious Examples; to diſſwade: Ki 
them earneſtly: from the Imitation of 
thoſe villainous Practices, which they 
ſee others addicted to; and to beget 
in them a Horror of Vice, by repre- 
ſenting its Vg line ſa and De formity; 
how it debaſes and emaſculates their 
Spirits, and renders them odious and 
unacceptable to God and all good 
Men: And moreover. to warn them 
ſeriouſly of the great Danger there 
is in being intmately familiar, and 
often converſing with the irreligious 
and proſtigate; how. they way be in- 
K ö 


tranſeribe the Copies of Pro- 
phaneneſs and Ungodlineſs which they 
ſet before them, and ſpeedily learn 
their wicked Manners. And there-. 
fore that they ſnould make choice for 
their Camerades and Play-fellows, of 
the Good and Virtuaus, if poſſibly they 
can find them out. By taking ſuch a 
Method as this, the Youth: may be ſo; 
fortiſied, thro the divine Grace, a- 
| gainſt 
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gainſt the Impreſſions of bad Compa- 
ny, that they may not only er 
their Innocency and Virtue, but even 
contract a greater Diſlike of Vice, 


which to all igenuous. Minds never 
appears more harefut, than when: it 
is ated, and prompts its Votaries to 
commit abſurd and extravagant things. 


4. The ſincere and vigorous Endeavour 


of a Fem, to educate their Children 
according to the Spirit and Maxims. 
af the Goſpel; may have very happy- 
Conſequences: It may engage others 
to follow their go and laudable Ex 
amples; and fo the bleſſed Inelinati- 
on may ere propagate. Great 

and not able things have been the Re- 


ſult of ſmall and contemptible Bein- 


nings. Chriſtianity it ſelf was at firſt 


profe ſted only by a few z; and thoſe 


Keligious Societies, which of late Vears 


have prov'd ſo advantageout to the 


Ttatereſts of Piety, began but with a 
ſmall Number. Who knows what the 
_ Efforts of a few pious Parent and 
 Sthool- Maſters may, by the Bleſſing of 


+ 


God, produce? May we not hope, 


that others may be animated by 
their Zeal and Diligence? Eſpecial- 
ly when they obſerve, how proſpe- 


rouſly 
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ronfly thoſe Children, that are un- 
der the Conduct of religious and 
careful Inſtructors, ad vance in Chri- 
ſian: Pie oe Fe ry ro 
F. LXXII. And now, upon a Review 
of the whole, I think I have Ground 
to hope, that all who ſeriouſly conſis 
der what has been ſaid, will be ſa - 
tisfied, that the Chriſtian Education 
of Youth is one of the moſt impor- 
tant Concerns in the World; that 
they who have the Charge of them, 
are under the. moſt ſacred and invio- 
lable Obligations imaginable, to take | 
Care of their Souls; and that no Pre- 
tence whatſoever can excuſe, even 
the ſſight Performance, much leſs the 
total Omiſſion of it. What remains 
then, but that all ſhonld reſolutely, 
and without Delay, in the Fear of 
God, apply themſelves diligently to 
the Diſcharge of the Duties they owe © . 
the Youth? That ſuch, I mean, as. 
have made Conſcience of advancing 
this momentous Affair, ſhould” perſe- 
vere in their Diligence, and rather 
increaſe than intermit and flacken its 
and that others, who are ſealible that 
they have either not at al, or but ve- 
ry ſuperficially minded it, ſhould be 
= ES more 
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more careful and laborious for the 
future? 1 know nothing more that 
1-ſhall. need to inſiſt on, ſave only to 
repreſent, that ſince the Education 


of Youth, according to the Meaſures 
of the Chriſtian Religion, is confeſſ- 
edly a matter of the greateſt Conſe- 


quence imaginable; it is the Duty of 
all, in their ſeveral Places and Capa- 


cities, by all means poſlible, to en- 
courage and countenance it; to contri- 
bate their beſ. Ende avours to ſtrength- 
en the Hands of thoſe, whoſe Task 


more immediately it is, to overſee 


and inſtruct the Vouth, and to furs 


nin them with what is neceſſary for 


their Support under that weighty Charge. 
Now there are more eſpecially wo 


ſorts of Perſons, whoſe Circumſtances 
give them many fair Opportunities, 


and great Advantages, to further and 
promote this moſt valuable Concern. 
And thoſe are, 


with Power and Anthoriry, whether. 


in Church or State. The Influence 'Of 
ſuch goes very far. They cannot on- 
ly: contrive excellently,” adviſe pru- 


dently, and recommend- powerfully, 


but alſo en act good and 5 wholeſome 1. a W 8, | 
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for the better Government of Schools: 
They can redreſs the Faultineſs of 
their Conſtitutions, and render them 
more friendly to the Intereſts of Piety. 
They can procure, that competent and 
honaurabhle Encouragements be grant- 
ed to the Overſeers and Inftruftors. of 
Youth, and take care that. oe Or- 
ders, as to all theſe. matters, ee 
in Execution. And ſince it is in | 
Power. to advance the Concerns of a 
Chriſtian Education, without doubt 
it is their Duty to ao. it. For, as-to- 
thoſe that bear the higheſt Poſts in the 
Church, they know very well, that the 


a 1 


Iiunition, which the dDnepn cr 
and - Biſbop of our Souls 28 St. Peter, 
wag: he aid. Feed my Lambs, doth in 
a ſpecial manner regard them : And 
iadeed it is but doing them JUST. ICE. 
to own, that a great many of them. 
have, to their immortal Honour, given 
very eminent Proofs of their Zeal in- 
this great Affair; not only by their 
pious and elaborate Compoſures, made 
in favour, and for the Uſe of young: 
Per ſons, by earneſtly recommending. it 
to their Clergy,. and by ſtrictly enquir- 
ing into the State of Schools, and Be- 
hariner of School- Maſters, but wanne 
* 
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© by travelling in it themſelves; and ſo 
have juſtified the Apoſtolicalneſs of 
their ar acter, by an apoſtolical and 
primitive Spirit of anwearied Diligence, 
and great Fer vour to promote the 
Good of Souls. And moreover, they 
diiſcover to the World, that they con- 
ſider the eminent and ſacred Station to 
which-they are advanced, as a State, 
not of Eaſe and Pleaſure, of Pomp, and 
Grandeur, and Dominion; but of Toil, 
and Labour, and continual Cares; and 
that in Imitation of their Lord and 
Maſter, who beſtow'd particular 
Marks of his Favour upon little Child- 
vin. They take a more peculiar In- 
ſpection of them, as thoſe that may be 
happily improved into hopeful Begin- 
nings of a better and more pious Age. 

And then again; that this-is the Du- 
ty of fuch as have Authority in the 
State; is no leſs evident: For they are 
obliged to employ their Power, for the 
Furtherance, Encouragement and Sup- 
port of whatever, eſpecially of what 
eminently, tends ito advance the 
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Good of the Common-wealth..'Now, 
that the pious Inſtitution of Youth 
hath a very ſingular and happy Influ- 
_ ence on it, in all its — þ 
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is what hath been ſufficiently demon- 

ſtrated. And therefore, to negtett 
their Duty in this Regard, would be 
treacherouſiy to betray and abandon the 
moſt important Concerns of the Pub- 
Iick. But the Truth is, we havegreat 
Reaſon to thank God, that there are 


2 


tre en eee by the Roots tbe 
great Diſt ur 


ers of its Quiet aud Tan- 
quillity, I mean, Irreligion and Vice 
And as they deſerved well of Mankind 


ia their Life-time, ſo their Memories 


will 
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will be fragrant to all ſucceeding Ge- 


nerations; and which is more, their 


zealous Endeavours to promote the 
Concerns of Religion, will be glori- 
ouſly recompenced at the Reſurrection of 


the Fuft. 5 | 
S. EXXIV.. Secondly, Perſons of Qua- 
lity: You, I mean, whom God in his 
kind Providence hath raiſed: up to 
Honour and Greatneſs, and diſt in- 


- 


Euiſhed from the Vulgar, by peculiar 
and eminent Inſtances of his Bounty. 


It is but reaſonable that he ſhould ex- 
pect becoming Returns and Acknows 
ledgments from you; and there is no- 
thiug whereby you can expreſs more 
acceptably the grateful Senſe you have 


of his Favours, than for you to diſ- 


cover the great Regard you have for 
his Religion, by prafiiſing the excel- 
lent Precepts thereof firſt in your 


own Perſons and Families, and then by 


_ uſing your Power and Influence to re- 


commend it to thoſe that have any 
Dependance on. you. Wherefore, 
Right Noble and Honourable, I beg 
leave, before I conclude this Adareſs, 
to ſet before you ſome few things, not 


unwortby of your Notice, and particu- 
_ larly. how. you may happily * 
8 ; | ute 


. e , . i a. tis a 
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bute to advance the pions Inſtitution = 
of t 
It is doubtleſs a great Bleſſing when 
any Families, how mean ſoever their 
Rank and Circymſtances may be, be- 
come Nurſeries of Piety; when the 
Heads are not only truly religions and 
devout themſelves, but vigorouſly la- 
bour alſo to encourage and propagate ſe- 
rious Devotion and ſolid Virtue in the 
Members: This may prove very be- 
neficial to thoſe in their Neighbonr- 
hood, who may be induced to tran- 
ſcribe their landable Examples. But 
when this is the Character of noble amid 
eminent Families, the Advantages are 
ſmgular, and the Bleſſings diffuſive. For 
their Piety, by which they are as L. 
minaries fixed inhigber Orbs; ſhines on 
their Inferionrs with an auſpleious 
and winoing hkiftuence, which inſer- 
ſibly gains Ground on tbem. The 
Examples of Superiours have in them, 
I know not what ſtrange and charm- 
ing Force, that ſecretly draws and en- 
gapes thoſe under ther Dependance 
to imitate their Carriage and Pra- 
ctices. Wherefore you cannot but 
be fenſible, how ſacred the Obligati- 
ons are which lie on you to be Par- 
b + 5 5 Ferns 
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terns of Piety in every Capacity vou 
bear. The Advantages, you ſee, which 
attend your being ſuch; are very ſig- 
nal; they are not confin'd to your 
.own Perſons and Families, but re- 
dound to others, who are gained to 
become Votaries to Religion, by the 
Endearments of your illuſtrious Exam- 
S. LXXV. Now as true Goodneſs is 
communicative, and, as hath already 
been obſerved, tends to reproduce it 
ſelf: So when once you are practicalh 
acquainted with Religion, when its 
ſacred Principles are vitally and habitu- 
ally rooted in your Hearts, and as it 
were, interwoven with your Natures, 
it will- power fully incline you to endea- 
vour the | Propagation, of it every 
where, and more, eſpecially among 
_ your, .own,, Of-/pring,; thoſe future 
Hopes of your noble and honourable 
Families, to whom you cannot poſ- 
ſibly give more eminent, and more 
endearing Inſtances of your Love, 


* . 


than to conſecrate them betimes unto 
God; to make them Diſciples unto 
their Redeemer, by acquainting them, 
as ſoon as may be, with the Maxims, 
and by initiating them into the Pra- 

8 e ctices 
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Aices of the |Chriſtian: Religion; to 
labour by your; pious Taſtrultions, 


your fervent Prayers and virtuous Ex- 
amples, that they may become new 


| Creatures, and be made Partakers. of 
the Divine Mature: For by ſo doing, 
you will be inſtrümental to entail 


upon, thema more glorious Juheritanct, 
and a nebler Birth, than what they 
derive from your ſelves ; becauſe to 
be born of God, and to de Foint-Heirs 
with Feſus Chrift, excels inconceive- 
ably, all that the World calls great 
and ng nificent. . E e op” 
what' vaſt dane will it; 

ford vou, to ſee your C Child ren breath- 
ing nothing but Piety and Devotion; 5 
to ſee them burning in the Love of 
Feſus, enamour*d with his Croſs, tran- 
ſcribing his Example, debring his 
Grace, and. ſtil efprring after greater 
leaſures of Conformity to him in 
every thing; to ſee them deſpiſing 
the Maxims of the World, and tram- 
pli ing. on the momentany 2 anities of 


this Life, and fixing on the Glories of 
the other World as their Portion and 
Inheritance. Then it is that they ſhall 
be as Olive-Plants round about your 

Tables wedding fe forth the Savour of 
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gratioui Diſpo ſitiont, and an agreeable 
_ Converſations, and at laſt they will be- 
come publick Bleſſings, and the great 
Orzaments and Pillars of the Nation. 
S. LXXVI. But, as hath: been re- 
marked, the happy Conſequences of 
Your Piety are nbt limited to your 
on Families, but reach all that are 
round about ydu: For when others 
obſerve that you, who haye the preat- 
eſt. Advantages of gratifying, all the 
Tuclinationt and  Apperites of Hel and 
Blood, do notwithſtanding embrace 
the Stridneſs of Religion, and prefer 
the Pleaſutet of Devotion before the 
Satisfaftlon of Senſe,” they are power⸗- 
fully invited to try the Experiment, 
and to Write after your Copy. Your 
conſpicuous Piety will hot only lay Re- 
fRraints upon, ſhame, and daſh Pro- 
phaneneſs and Nrelgien, but alſo ſe- 
cretly draw thofe chat converſe with 
you, to caft a faveurable* Eye ôn a ho- 
Ty Life: But your Zeal and Charity 
will not let yon reft in meerly en. 
plifying à ſerious Piety ; they will 
morevver excite; yon, when a ſeaſon- 
able Funiture offers, to_ſpeak honour- 
ably of it, and to aſerr it againſt the 
Attacks of pruphane and atheiftical 
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Wits; to diſparage a vicious and ſen- 
ſual Life, and repreſent it, as indeed 
it is, a Reproach to humane Nature, 
as well as a Diſhonoxr to the Chriſtian 
Religion. And among the many o- 
ther excellent Diſpoſitions which vital 


Piety will beget in your Hearts; it 


will inſpire you with mighty Love to, 
and tender Concern for, the Souls of 
Men; whence you will be prompted to 
contribute whatever yon can to the 
promoting of their eternal Salvation, 
and conſequently to employ all your 
Intereſt, that Chriſtian Piety may be 
encouraged and propagated every 
where, and among all Perſons, and 
that none may want the Means and 
Advantages of becoming devont and 
virtuous, To far as your Influence can 
reach; and more eſpecially, that the 
younger ſort be timely acquainted 
with Religion ; for the pious Educa- 
tion of ſuch being evidently, as hath 


been already demonſtrated, a Con- 


<ern of the greateſt Moment, cannot 


but go very near your Hearts, and 
incline you to concur with your beſt 


Aſſiſtance for advancing it. Now it 
is certain, that the Influence of your 


Quality and W at eſpecially 


when 
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when. it is rendered venerable by your et 
own perſonal Piety, and recommended I ©! 
by the happy. Effecls it has produced in It. 
; your noble Families, has a very ſin- t 
gular Tendency this way. Thegreat I 7 
Deſerence you pay to Religion in all It. 
' Its. Concerns, the tender Regard yon t. 
have for God and for his Honour, ill © 
your remarkable Diligence and Care to e 
inſtruct your Children in the Know- It. 
ledge and Practice of Chriſtianity, || E 
your. Abhorrence of Immorality and 
lajuſtice; theſe, I ay, and all other a 
_. Inſtances of your Piety and -Gaod- I 4 
.neG, are very powerful Inducements I 4 
to your Servants and Dependents to I "i 
Write after the fair Copy you ſet be- ft 
fore them; and the rather, when they It. 
| _ obſerve that you put peculiar Mark ||| t 
| of your Favour. on the Good and Vir- i C 
F tuous, and that you d:iſcountenance, t 
| and even puniſh the Vicious and Pro- 
fligate. In ſhort, it evidently ap- 
pears that your State and Circum- 
ſtances in this World, put you in a 
Capacity, and give yon many excellent 
Advantages and Opportunities of do- 
Ang Good, that others in a lower Rank 
Cannot pretend to; and you may be 
confident, that the more zealouſly you 
0 1 em- 


G „re „nere 
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employ your Power and Grearntſe in 


tereſts'of Religion and Virtue among 


thoſe that are within the Reach f 
your Influence, as it will render you 
truly more illuſtrious and obſervable 
than a noble Birth or vaſt Poſſeſſions 
can de; ſo it will more certainly 
entitle you to, and ſecure for you; © 
the ſolid and permanent Glories of 
rer iy „ 04 eee LOA 
F. LXXVII. Hitherto I have been 
addreſſing Men; O Father of Spirits 
and Lover of Souls! O ſovereign: 
Author of Proſperity and Succeſs, 
it is time to addreſs thy ſacred Maje- 
ſty. 1 have hitherto endeavoured 
the beſt I could, to perſwade all, in 
their ſeveral Places, Stations, and 
Capacities, to train vp the Youth in 
thy Fear and Love, and to inſtruct 
them betimes in the Knowledge of 


Thee, and of thy ways: But without 
thy Bleſſing all will be to no Pur- 
poſe We may ſow and plant, but 


no Fruit, no Increaſe will follow, 
unlefs all be water'd with thy hea- 
venly Influences. O prevent the O- 
verſeers of Youth with thy moſt gra- 


cious Favour, and futther them with® 


Ha. thy 
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thy continual Aid, that by the early 
Conſecr ation they ſhall make of thoſe 


they have the Charge of, to thy Obe- 


dience and Service, in reaching and 
obliging them to remember Thee 
their Creator, they may glorifie thy 
Name. Inſpire the Diligent with 
Grace to perſevere in their pious En- 
deavours; and for their Encourage- 
ment, grant them to ſee the Fruits 
of their Labours, in the happy Pro- 
greſs which, through thy Bleſſing, 
the Youth under their Conduct ſhall 
make in ſerious Piety and Devotion. 
Awaken and excite the Slothful and 
- Negligent, ſet home upon their Con- 
ſciences the ſacred Obligations they 
lie under to diſcharge the Duties of 
that great Truſt Thou haſt in thy 
Providence devolved on them. Con- 
vince them of the reat Moment 
and Importance of Chriſtian Educa- 
tion, and make them deeply ſenſible, 
that no Pretence whatever can poſſi- N 
bly excuſe either their wholly neg- 
lecting, or ſlightly looking after the 
Souls of thoſe young Perſons they 
| have the Iuſpection and Tuition of, 
and that Thou wilt one Day reckon : 


with . un #ridly 1 Inquire how 
2 ; * 


- 
9 
- 
Er 
| 


the Talents wherewith' Thou 13 1 


according to the Max ims of cy G 
| proſper. in their Hands, do Fhou 
toi the pr ereſt and moſt -effet 
Methods; fuggeſt to them the! beſt” 
and Diſcouragements out of their 


Way: Make the weighty Charg e they 
bear, eaſie and pleaſaflt, by. mini-“ 


with Vigor ant Conſtancy in endea- | 


they aye: e and improved 


entruſted” them. O0 'inexhauſted®* 
Fountain of every good and Wer - >. 
Gift, vouehſafe, we beſeech Thee, 1 
thy infinite Mercy, to grant unto all, 
ſuch Meaſures of ſpiritual * Wiſdom? 
and Prudence, that Zeal and Chart | 
ty, that serious Piety- and Gravity, 
that ſolid Knowledge and Experi- 
ence of divine things, and whatever” 
other Graces are neceſſary for quali- 
fying them to diſcipline and inſtruck 
the Youth; and to breed them up” 8 


ſpel! And that this great Aﬀiir may 
graciouſly interpoſe, and by thine 


on divine Conduct, guide them oh 


Counſels, and 'remove all Diſficulties ' 


ſtring unts” them the Poweßful Ale 
ſtance" -oPthy Grace: 'Itiſpife"themn © 


vouring, and then crown their” Eu- 14 
deaygürs with Soccels. Grant that's | 
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they may have a lively es of 
the Power of Godlineſs themſelves, 


and teach the Vouth under their Care, 
not by their Words only, but alſo 
by their Practices; ſetting before 


them laudable Examples, as well as 
giving them excellent Precepts. Diſ- 


poſe the Youth, by thy heavenly 


Brace, to + receive: and entertain 
wholeſome Inſtructions: Sow the 


Seeds of Virtue and Goodneſs in 
their Hearts; render them docile 


and pliable ;,redreſs any Crooked neſs | 


..*op Perverſeneſs that may be in their 
Tempers, and incline them to the 


Love of an early Piety and Devoti- 
on, and to an eager and diligent Pur- 


ſuit. of ſound and ſolid Wiſdom, 
which is to love Thee, and keep thy 


Commandments. Finally, O Al. 
mighty and moſt Gracious God, fince + - 
the Traiaing up of Children in reli- | 


gious Principles and Practices, is a 


Concern of ſuch Weight and Conſe- 


quence, and ſo univerſally beneficial, 


de Thou Pleaſed, in thy great Good- 
neſs, to zanimate and influence all „ia 
whoſe Power .it may be, to contri- 
date, any thing to the Furtherance N 


aud Advancement thereof; and more 
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eſpecially Men of Authority and Qua» 09 
lity, cheerfully to concur in it; and 
by employing their Power and Inter- 
eſt in favour of it, to encourage and 
ſupport it; that ſo at length, through © 
thy Bleſſing on the united Endeavours 
of all and every one ia their ſeveral ' 
Stations and Places, the Care of a 
pious Education may prevail and ob- 
tain every where; the Mouths of 
Babes and Sucklings may celebrate 
thy Praiſes, the Youth may conſecrate 
unto Thee the choiceſt Portions of 
their Time, and the firſt Fruits of 
their Affections, become the early 
Followers of thy Son, and the living 
Temples of thy Spirit; and that, in 
fine, the Tears of thoſe that mourn 
in Sion, and lament the Degeneracy 
of the Chriſtian World, may be in 
fome Meaſure wip'd away by the 
hopeful Proſpect which an early Pie- 
ty and Devotion, generally appearing 
in the Youth, wou'd give them, of 
the Revival and ſpreading of primi- 
tive Chriſtianity. O may all that are 
| ſerious, and that long for the Com- 
ing of thy Kingdom, preſent theſe 
and the like Petitions at the Fhrone 
of Grace, and continue with * 
| 3 | a | 


a nt 


and” mighty: Deſires to importune 
thy Majeſty, till, for the Sake of 5 
dear Son, and for the Glory of thy 
Name, Thou art pleas d to pour domi 3 
thy Spirit from on high on all Fleſn, 
and fill the Earth with the Know- 
ledge of thy ſelf; the only true God, 
and 181 Chriſt whom Thou haſt” 
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Sulpicii Severi opera. 
| Eraſmi Enchiridion Militis Chriſtiant: 7 


Caſt abionss Norum Tedamentum. | 


3 2 4 — — 
9 — — „ - did — 


4 c atal gu If C brition - 4 


e to be uſed in Grammar. 
Schools. 5 


Auctores Latini. 


| 1 | Cali Laftantii Firmians opera- 
a f 


Minucii Falicis Odavius. = 


Er 


De Civilitate Morum. 


Hiſtoriæ Sacræ Lib. VII. per Guil. 


Nicholſiu§m. 
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Poetz Latiai. 


Celis Sedulii Mirabilium. Divinorum 
Lib. V. & Hymmill. : 


 Aurelii Prudentii Car mina. 
Georgii Buchanani Pſalterium. 


Tragædiæ Sacræ. 


Roſſei Virgilius Evangelizans. 
* Pla ran 
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Terentius Chriſtianus, five Cemsdis 
Sacræ. 


Huganis-Grotis Baptizatorum ruero- 
rum e | 
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Verſio Græca Bibliorum LXXII. Inter- 
pretum. | 

Novum Teſtamentum Græcum. 

Duporti tranſlatio Liturgiæ Anglicanæ. 

Nowell; Catechiſmus. 4 

Fewelli Apologia. 8 8 

S. Macarii n, Gr. & Lat. 
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Dapert Verſio Pſalmorum.” | 
Libri Job. 
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J read by'thoſe Gentlemen who would 
|  #mprove than ſelves in the C e, 


| Riligion wy e they are uchi. e 
Learned TLagusges. FE 


Va —. Dialogi Sacri. 5 
AC Kempiſius de Imitando | 
is . in Norum Teſta. | 
mentum. 
— Precatione. 
Parſelli Tranſlatio Liturgiz Anglia 
. Grotius de Veritate Religionis Chriſt. 
Ludov. Vivis Introductio ad Sapienti· 
am, & alia ejuſdem. 
ArticFulorum XXXIX. Eccleſiæ An- 1 
 glicanz Defenſio a Jo. Elis. S. T. 1 
Sacra Privata, a D. Graile. EE 
Orotii Chriſtus Fatiens, & alia NE: 
mata. . 
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| FOOKS Sold by J Downing in Barthos | 
 lomew-Cloſe near Weſt-· Smithfield. 


Farther Inſtruction for thoſe who have 
learnt the Church Catechiſm. W herein, by 
an Explanat ion of the Feſtivals and Faſts of the 
Church of England, Chriſtians are reminded and 
fix'd in the Profeſſion of the Articles of the 
| Apoſtles Creed, fv, 8 
A New Method *Catedii M way of Que- 
ſtions upon the Chfirch.Ca cechifn Together with 
Directions all along for inculcaring into Children 
the Fundamental Principles of f Chriſtianity thereſn 
centain'd, - 

The Church Catechiſm broke into ſhort Que. 
ſtions, with an Explanation of ſome Words, for 
the eaſier Underftanding of it : To which are 
added, Prayers for the Charity-Schvols, 

A Short Catechiſm, explaining the Subſtance of 
the Chriſtian Religion. Suited to the Underſtands 

of Children, and the meaneſt Capacities. 

The Church Catechiſm Explain'd, by way of 
.Queſtion and Anſwer; and Confirm'd by Scrip- 
ture Proofs : Divided mto Five Parts, and Twelve 
Sections. Wherein a brief and plain Account 
is given of, I, The Chriſtian Covenant. II, The 
Chriſtian Faith. III. The Chriſtian Obedience, 
IV. The Chriſtian Prayer. V. The Chriſtian Sa- 
craments. The Fifth Edition, By 7. Lewis Mini- 
iter of Margaret in Kent. 

The Chriſtian's Way to Heaven : : Or what he 
Mult do to be ſaved. 
| The Yonng-man's Inſtructer: Or ſome Directi- 
ons for his whole Behaviour, Far the Ule of the 
Charity- Schools. 17 | | 


